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Blue Star Museum

As part of the Blue Star Museums

Project, the Grosse Pointe Historical

Society hosts an Open House, Satur-

day, August 10 from 1 pm to 4 pm.
'The Blue Star Museums Project

This is a WWI American Red Cross
Canteen Worker Badge in the archives
at the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran

Resource Center.

8001ety earns CAP Grant

Heritage Preservation is pleased to announce the
that the Grosse Pointe Historical Society has been
chosen to participate in the 2014 Conservation

| 'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society joins the
2,800 museums that have participated in CAP in

its 22 year history of serving

museums. Heritage Preservation’s CAP is supported

through a cooperative agreement with the federal

Institute of Museum and Library Services. CAP assists museums

by providing funds for professional conservation and preservation

specialists to identify the conservation needs of their collections

and historic buildings and recommend ways to correctly improve

collections and building conditions.

Heritage Preservation’s President, Lawrence L. Reger, praised
the Grosse Pointe Historical Society for “making the vital work of
caring for collections and sites a priority of their institution, even in
these challenging financial times, and helping ensure that they are
available to present and future generations.”

CAP provides a general conservation assessment of the museum’s
collections and historic buildings — The Provencal-Weir House, the
Log Cabin and the Alfred B and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center.

Professional conservators will spend two days surveying the site
and three days preparing comprehensive reports that will identify
conservation priorities. The on-site consultation will enable the the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society to evaluate its current collections
care policies, procedures, and environmental conditions.

Heritage Preservation is a national non-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the cultural heritage of the United States.
By identifying risks, developing innovative programs, and providing
broad public access to expert advice, Heritage Preservation assists
museums, libraries, archives, historic preservation and other
organizations, as well as individuals, in caring for our endangered
heritage. To learn more about Heritage Preservation, please visit
www.heritagepreservation.org.

offers free admission to all active duty military personnel and their
families between Memorial Day and Labor Day 2013.

Tours of the nearly two centuries-old Provencal-Weir House and log
cabin highlight the offerings for this special celebration.

'The free admission provided to active duty U.S. military - Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well as members of the
National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public Health Commissioned Corps,
NOAA Commissioned Corps — and up to five family members.

Three properties showcased

History lives and thrives in the Grosse Pointes. The Grosse Pointe
Historical Society recognized three properties that reflect the variety of
buildings in the area.

The individuals and organizations that have with their imagination
and creativity sought to preserve and even repurpose these buildings were
acknowledged for their vision at a free program, Tuesday, May 13 at the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial.

Three properties, The Red Crown Restaurant, The Country Club of
Detroit and the Rohns House at 888 Lake Shore, received Plaques,

The Red Crown Restaurant, originally a Standard Oil gas station,
was built in 1932 by the company. All the stations featured beige brick,
red roof tiles and a
distinctive fagade.

The second building
to be honored was the
Country Club of Detroit.
CCD has a history of
“new club houses.”

'The first home for
the Country Club was a
building on the lake, near
the foot of Fisher Road,
built in 1886. The second

club house was built and

Ron Konopka created a 1/24 scale model of the
Standard Oil Station c. 1950 that has been repurposed
designed by Albert Kahn in s the Red Crown Restaurant, 15301 Kercheval.

ome of his collection were on display at the War
Memorial for the Pointes of History Celebration.

1905 on lakeside property.
In 1911, the Club bought
the Weir farm in order to build a new and better golf course on the “upper”
property. In 1923 the next clubhouse was opened. Designed by Albert
Kahn, the building was like an English country estate. Two years later, a fire
gutted the building. Smith, Hinchman & Grylls carried out a new design.

The third property is the summer home built at 888 Lake Shore. The
Hermann C. Rohns House is an example of summer homes that were
built on the lake in the early years of the 20th century.

Rohns, built the cottage in 1904. The brown shingle style home and
carriage house include many Craftsman details.

"The current owner, Patricia Galvin, has maintained and restored these
unique elements.

Susan Bologna, Michael Farley, Ben Gravel, Greg Jakub were the research-
ers for this presentation. Technical assistance was provided by Daniel Kubacki.

Complete presentation on each property is available on the web site

at gphistorical.org


http://www.heritagepreservation.org
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September 17 -
Arsenal Of Democracy: The American Automobile
Industry In WWII

Presenter: Dr. Charles K. Hyde

Cook Schoolhouse
25025 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods, M1

Automobile manufacturers in Detroit and the surround-
ing area accounted for one-fifth of the dollar value of
the nation’s total war production in WWII. Dr. Charles
K. Hyde details the industry’s transition to a wartime
production powerhouse and its notable achievements.

October 15 —

The Boy Governor: Stevens 1. Mason And The Birth
Of Michigan Politics

Presenter: Dr. Don Faber

Stevens T. Mason Elementary School
1640 Vernier, Grosse Pointe Woods

Don Faber tells the story of this dominant political
figure in Michigan’s early development, Michigan’s first
governor at age 24, the youngest chief executive in any
state’s history. Capturing Mason’s youthful idealism and
visionary accomplishments, including his advocacy for a
strong state university and legislating for the creation of

the Soo Locks.

Officers
Elizabeth Soby.........ccco.coovviiriiiiii. President
Susan Hartz ........cccocoeveveveiiicee Past President
Jack McCormick ......... Vice President-Administration
Stuart Grigg......ccovvvenee Vice President-Development
Dr. Patricia O’Brien............ Vice President-Education
Herman Mozer .................. Vice President-Properties
Scott Vondemerge| ......... Vice President-Preservation
Steve Vella...........coooooiooieee Treasurer
Mary Stelmark ............ccooooooviiiiiine. Secretary

Curator Emeritus
Jean Dodenhoff

Director of Education
Isabelle Donnelly

Administrator Webmaster
Helga Liedtke Jay Hunter

Moorings Editorial Staff

Isabelle Donnelly Elizabeth Soby
Helga Liedtke Kate Walsh

Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society Headquarters,
Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823, 376 Kercheval Ave., is open
the second Saturday of each month, during special events
and by appointment. The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran
Resource Center, 381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
‘Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00 p.m. for
research.

Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org

Ribbon Farm Days

Step back in time to 100 years ago. What did children do in
the summer? Was it fun? Find out when elementary aged
children have the opportunity to discover what children did
for fun when the Grosse Pointe Historical Society sponsors,
Ribbon Farm Days 2014.

Ribbon Farms Days allows children in the community to
develop an increased understanding of a very unique history
that we share,” said Patricia O’Brien, vice president for educa-
tion.

Led by Isabelle Donnelly, director of education, each of the
four two week sessions focuses on a theme that incorporates
one or more of these traditions: Michigan Gardens, Grosse
Pointe History, Crafts and activities of the last two centuries
and Fairy Tales and children’s stories.

The two week sessions begin June 17 and continue through

August 14. All programs begin at 11 a.m. and end at 3 p.m.

A special field trip to the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House for
the Fairy Tale Festival is part of Session IV.

Held at the historic Provencal-Weir House, Ribbon Farm
Days provide students in grades 3,4 and 5 the opportunity
to learn about the children who lived in Grosse Pointe in the
past. Enrichment, crafts and cooking experiences introduce
children to skills and games from our rich history.

Session I, June 17,19, 24 & 26 is called Gardens. Students
investigate migration patterns of birds and butterflies
indigenous to the area. Crafts focus on traditional ways of
making our gardens attractive to birds and butterflies.

Session I1, July 8, 10, 15 & 17 is about Grosse Pointe
History. In this session students discover life in Grosse

y Pointe when it was a forest and farm land. Crafts focus on
~ boats and homes. Cooking skills include making turnovers.

Session II1, July 22, 24,29 & 31 is everything there is to

know about Ribbon Farms. Games children played domestic
chores and crafts focus on making candles and holders, dying
wool and weaving. Cooking skills include making cornbread.

Session IV, Aug. 5,7,12 & 14
is about Children’s Stories.
Children have the opportunity
to investigate the importance
and meaning of stories for
children. An added attraction
is a field trip to the Eleanor
and Edsel Ford House for the
Peter Pan exhibit followed
with a special Peter Pan Pirate
scavenger hunt. Transporta-
tion to the Ford House is
included.

Children bring lunch from home.
Registrations begins May 1,2014

Tuition for members is $90 for one session, $170 for two sessions,
$160 each for three sessions and $150 each for four sessions.
Non-Member tuition is $125 per session.

Information at: 313-884-7010 or info@gphistorical.org


mailto:info@gphistorical.org
http://www.gphistorical.org
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Thank You Donors

Ms. Kay Agney

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Alandt

Ms. Susan Allum

Mr. and Mrs. G. William Auch
Dr. and Mrs. Ahmad Azar
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Mr. and Mrs. James E. Fisk
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in memory of Dr. William Fulgenzi

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Galea
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in memory of Lucy Hamilton and
Olivia and Leon Mandel

Ms. Laura Gant

Mrs. Max Gardner
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Mrs. Regina H. Gersch

Ms. Anne Ginn

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gorski

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert E. Gove

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Gray

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Griffith
Mr. Stuart W. Grigg

Mr. Frederick E. Haass

Mr. and Mrs. Verne Hampton 11
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Harle

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hartz

Ms. Patricia Heftler

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Heller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Hempstead
Mr. and Mrs. T. Denny Hoag
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in honor of Elizabeth Soby
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Lambrecht, Jr.
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Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Linder
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lindow
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur S. Linzell
Mrs. Jane Turnbull, Regent

Ms. Maud Lyon

Mr. and Mrs. Thaddeus MacKrell
Mr. and Mrs. George Mager

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Maitland, Jr.

M. and Mrs. Sean H. Maloney
in honor of Shirley M. Peppler

Mr. and Mrs. Dutch L. Mandel
Mr. and Mrs. James Martin

Ms. Mary I. McLeod, President
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mathews
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. McAtee

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F.
McClanaghan

M. Richard McClelland

Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick
Ms. Mary Christa McKinley

Ms. Mary McLeod

Mr. George R. McMullen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Mercier
Ms. Cherylann L. Meyer

Mrs. James Millies

Mrs. Charles R. Moon

Mr. Robert Moorhead

Dr. and Mrs. Giovanni A. Morreale
Mr. and Mrs. James Motschall, Jr.
Mr. Herman E. Mozer

Mr. Frank Mullen

Drs. Kathleen S. and
James L. Mullins

Ms. Karen Nardone

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Nicholson
Mrs. Teo Nowakowski

Mrs. Jane Kay Nugent

Dr. Patricia E. O’Brien
in honor of Elizabeth Soby

Mr. and Mrs. Mark O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. William Ouellette
Mrs. Louise J. Papista

Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. Peebles
Mr. and Mrs. John Peracchio

Mr. and Mrs. C. Kenneth Perry, Jr.
in honor of Lisa Mower Gandelot

Mr. Donald K. Pierce

Ms. Mickie M. Pizzimenti

M. and Mrs. Stanley Prokop
Mrs. Gerald Prokopowicz

Ms. Michele Rambour

M. and Mrs. James L. Ramsey
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Reichert
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Renick
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ridder
Mrs. Douglas F. Roby, Jr.

Mrs. Richard D. Rohr

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Roney

M. Patricia R. Rosen
in honor of Stuart Grigg

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Roshak
Mrs. George Roumell

Mr. Donald Wray and
Ms. Arlene Rozelle - Wray

Mr. and Mrs. Benedict P. Rybicki
Dr. and Mrs. William Salot

Mrs. Sylvia S. Sanders

Ms. Helen Santiz

Ms. Paula Sutton Sarvis

Mr. Robert J. Schick

Dr. and Mrs. Klaus Schmidt

M. and Mrs. Joseph E. Schmitt
I

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Schroeder
Ms. Sybil Scotford

The Honorable Mayor and
Mrs. Dale Scrace

Mr.and Mrs. Lloyd A. Semple
Mr. and Mrs. John Shook
Mr. Kurt W. Shuck

Mrs. Lloyd F. Simpson

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E.
Singelyn, DDS
in honor of Michael Skinner

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Skinner
in honor of Elizabeth Soby

M. and Mrs. David Sloss

Mr. and Mrs. Stanton Kinnie Smith
Mr.and Mrs. Steven T. Smith

Ms. Elizabeth Soby

Mrs. Richard Speer

Mr. and Mrs. F. Robert Steiger

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Stelmark
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Stephenson

Mr. and Mrs. Terrence Stocker

Mrs. Gail Stroh Marentette
in honor of Lisa Gandelot and in
memory of Lloyd Marentette

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Stumb
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Tallerico

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Scoiety is grateful for the
generous support of the community. We are able to
continue our mission because of the overwhelming
response to our Annual Appeal.

Mrs. Patricia Thomas

Ms. Katherine Thomas

Mr. David M. Trebing

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Trombly

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B.
Van Dusen 11
in honor of Lisa Mower Gandelot

Mr. Scott Vandemergel

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Vella

Ms. Mary Vitolins
in honor of Ms. Izzy

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Warren

Ms. Susan Wehmeier

Mr. and Mrs. Martin F. West

Dr. and Mrs. B. Thomas Weyhing I1T
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Whims

Dr. and Mrs. Fred W. Whitehouse
Dr. and Mrs. Francis M. Wilson

Ms. Alison Q. Wolfson

Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Wolking

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Woodhouse
in honor of Stuart Grigg

Mrs. Kristina Ziebron

Mrs. George H. Zinn
in memory of George H. Zinn, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zmyslowski
Mr. Fred R. Zosel
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WISH LIST

PEOPLE THINGS

Academic Researchers Provencal-Weir House
Archivists Roof

Gardeners Dishwasher
Librarians Window treatments
Photographers for the Parlor

Readl Estate Researchers circa 1850

Writers

Window_treatments

for-the Dining Room,

circa 1900

Resource Center
Flat bed scanner
Computer Updates

Wednesday,
June 18

70 Vendome Road

Grosse Pointe Farms

An evening

the

£ Moorings

Published by the

Grosse Pointe Historical Society
381 Kercheval Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236

(313) 8847010
(313) 8847699 FAX

e-mail: admin@gphistorical.org

Web site: www.gphistorical.org

Hours: Tues. & Wed: 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.— 4 p.m.

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID

Detroit, MI
Permit No. 1387

at a Georgian

For MoRe . .
) Manor House Cocktails, strolling supper,
INFORMATION AND TICKETS.
313-884-7010 @a 6@ docent-led tours, vintage autos and
or info@gphistorical.org musical entertainment.

legance

SUPPORT THE GPHS AT AT THE SUMMER GA
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Holiday Shopping at LaBelle Country Store

Located inside the Provencal-Weir House, the LaBelle
Country Store has become the “go to” place for gifts that are
unique to Grosse Pointe.

'The store will be open Friday, Dec. 13 from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 14 and Dec. 21 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Vintage toys and stocking stuffers are available at very
reasonable prices.

Ornament: The second ornament in the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society collection represents the Joy Bells
(see article below).

Pewabic Tile: A new supply of the commemorative Pewabic
tile, designed specifically for the Grosse Pointe Historical

Society, is available.

The Grosse Pointe Squirrel: “Peanut”is nuts about Grosse
Pointe. This stuffed replica of our ubiquitous black squirrel
won't dig up tulips or bury treasures in your yard.

Holiday
Open House

Desk Calendars: The 2014 Grosse

Pointe Historical Society monthly

desk calendar features Lake St. Clair :
water sports of the past.

LaBelle Soaps: Handmade guest
soaps in a variety of colors and designs FRR e

are available.

Books: The collection focuses on local

history and fiction with a local setting.

With more than 20 titles from which

to choose, finding the right book for your history buft is
very easy.

Jewelry by Jan: Local artist Janice Hendrie presents her
latest creations. Necklaces, bracelets and earrings made from
gemstones that Jan has carefully selected are a new feature
in the store this season.

Friday, Dec. 13 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Join us for Holiday Treats, Caroling, Entertainment,
Shopping at LaBelle Country Store

The Joy Bells celebrated in this year’s

Christmas ornament

Once they rang from the grounds of “Fair Acres,”
the Henry B. Joy estate; now they stand at the corner of
Moross and Grosse Pointe Blvd.

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society honors the Joy
Bells unique place in Grosse Pointe history by featuring the
bells on this year’s commemorative Christmas ornament.

Available in the LaBelle Country Store, the limited
edition ornaments sell for $10.

'The bells were commissioned by Mr. Joy in 1929 from
George Paccard & Fils, a French bell foundry in
Annecy le Vieux.

Each of the 15 bells is bears the
inscription “Henry B. Joy, 1929,” plus
the seal and name of the bell foundry.

'The clock mechanism attached to
the bells rings the Westminster Quarters every 15 minutes
and strikes on the hour. When the bells were on the Joy
estate, they rang between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.

There is also a mechanism attached to the bells that can
play tunes. Scratched on the frame is “Carmen”, a reference
to the opera. This function may have played after the hour or
at special times of day.



Membership Matters!

Annual membership dues are the life-blood of any local organization. At
the Grosse Pointe Historical Society, we rely on dues to keep our doors open.

'This year we reviewed the structure of our membership program. The
Membership Committee compiled information for a comprehensive study
of other local historical societies in Michigan. We compared ourselves to
organizations of similar size and mission.

'The result of this work is streamlined membership categories and three
additional membership benefits. The first big change is our enrollment in
Time Travelers. This program is available to members in all categories.
Created in 1998 by the Missouri History Museum, Time Travelers is a
reciprocal membership network for historical sites and museums throughout
the United States. Members of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society receive
benefits and privileges at museums and historical sites nationwide. These
benefits may include free or reduced admission, gift shop discounts or
free parking.

'The second new benefit to many membership categories is the use of the
Provencal-Weir House for an event. The Provencal-Weir House is a good
venue for birthday parties, showers, client appreciation events and more.

For family memberships, we want to treat your children to a free weekend
workshop called “Second Saturdays” where children participate in creating a
unique craft!

If you maximize your membership, and are sure to capitalize on all the new
perks, you'll see that membership in the Grosse Pointe Historical Society

pays for itself!

1823 Society

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society recognizes the importance of partnerships
with the community. The Membership Committee with the approval of the Board of
Trustees has initiated the 1823 Society.

'This membership is available to businesses and offers:

* A 20% discount in the LaBelle * An opportunity to hold two meetings
Country Store. or gatherings, at no charge,

* A membership in Time Travelers at the Provencal-Weir House.

* Two DVDs: Recollections of the Past A Iist'%ng in the Soci(?ty’s newsletters,
and The Past as Prologue Moorings and eMoorings.

* A listing as Business Sponsor on the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society
website with link.

* A Grosse Pointe Historical Society

Pewabic tile

In addition, Charter Members of the 1823 Society will be recognized
separately on the Grosse Pointe Historical Society website and identified as “1823

Society Sponsors” at the Pointes of History Plaque Awards and the Summer Gala.

1823 SOCIETY MEMBERS

* Champion & Baer, Inc. * Beline Obeid Realty
* Edsel & Eleanor Ford House * Pointe Magazine
* Higbie Maxon Agney Inc.

We need you!

Consider donating your time to help the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour
guide, sales assistant in La Belles Country Store, office
assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

This is an excellent way to learn about local history
and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.

Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

Officers
Elizabeth Soby ........ccccoeeiiiiceeeeie, President
Jack McCormick.. ice President-Administration
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Stuart Grigg Gail R. Stroh-Marentette
Susan Hartz
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Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second
Saturday of each month, during special events
and by appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource
Center, 381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday
and Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and
1:30-4:00 p.m. for research.

Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org
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Legendary Locals

Grosse Pointe is a community of many transformations.
Today, it is known as an affluent suburb of Detroit, but
Native Americans were the first inhabitants of this haven
on the water. In the late 1600s, the fertile land, rich forests,
and easy access to water attracted Europeans settlers to the
region. And, as neighboring Detroit began to prosper, the
allure of Grosse Pointe’s lakefront drew weekend pleasure-
seekers, then summer

vacationers, and later

permanent residents who E
wanted to live on the '\_

shores of Lake St. Clair. GRC OSsg Pml\

‘Throughout this diverse,
fascinating history, one
thing has remained
constant: the character
of the people who call
Grosse Pointe home.
Hardworking,

civic-minded, and

devoted to family and
friends, these individuals
embody the spirit of Grosse
Pointe, a unique community where
generation after generation keeps coming
back to live and play.

Born and raised in Grosse Pointe, Suzy Berschback
has written three other Arcadia books, two of them with
longtime resident Ann Marie Aliotta. They enjoy sharing
the many varied tales of their hometown and have been
known to dig in the archives or attics and say, “We just
have to tell this story!”

'The book event is Dec. 21 from 2 to 4 pm at the
Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval info at 313-884-7010
or info@gphistorical.org

Grosse Pointe Historical
Research

'The researchers at the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
help members with genealogical questions. Some of the
tools that are regularly used are the Po/k City Directory
and The Social Secretary.

We are missing the following editions of 7he Social
Secretary for 1925,1926,1929,1933,1938, 1939 and 1942.
Currently, we are looking for any editions of the Po/k

City Directory.

Books may be dropped at the Moran Resource Center

at 381 Kercheval.

Second Saturday
Events for 2014

Tap into childrens creative side at Second Saturday programs
at the Provencal-Weir House.

Each two hour event focuses on a seasonal craft or a simple
kitchen project.

The kitchen projects include dipping pretzels or fruit into
melted chocolates and decorating them to give as gifts to family
and friends. Or the children may be helping with baking simple
recipes. All the projects can become family projects at home.

Seasonally based crafts are selected based on the skill level of
the children and additionally, engage their creativity. These
creations are meant to be displayed in the child’s home. “Ihere is
no better way to involve children in the preparation for the
holiday than to have one of their creations as part of the
decoration,” said Izzy Donnelly, education director.

January 11

No sew fleece pillows. A winter themed blue fleece pillow
is the craft for January. Children will cut the design, cut and
tie fringe, stuff the pillow, glue the decorations. Their newly
created pillow can be used on the couch in the living room
or their bedrooms.

February 8

The Valentine kitchen project features strawberries dipped in
white chocolate and then decorated with sprinkles and pink
and red chocolate. It’s not only delicious, but fun, too. The
completed treats will be placed in festive bag wrapped

with Valentine’s ribbon. These will be great for gifts for
grandparents or guests.

March 8

Sew and stuff Grosse Pointe’s native black squirrel.
'The third project in our series of sewing stuffed animals
allows children to create a squirrel made from ultra soft

faux fur fabric.

April 12

Create a spring votive candle. Using real egg shells that
have been prepared ahead of time, children will dye the
shells, melt candle wax, and create a spring votive. As the
candles dry, children will paint wooden egg holders to
complete the project.

May 10

Welcome summer by making Wind Chimes. Bells, beaded
yarn and a painted dowel are used to create a wind chime
that will delight the family.

'These classes are appropriate for children from 7 -10 years
of age. Classes begin at 1 p.m. Registration is required.
Call 313-884-7010 for information.


mailto:info@gphistorical.org

Legends wrap up

Despite the threat of bad weather, the show did go on.

Not on the outdoor stage as planned, but under the protection
of a tent.

Legends of the Lake reenacted some familiar and some not
so familiar stories about people whose lives were connected to
Lake St. Clair.

Researched by the Grosse Pointe Historical Society, written

i procuced by the Grosse Ponte Thesre,and presnted e N e Sl ot o o O e e ot
the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House, Legends of the Lake played
to sold out audiences each of the three nights in October. The seven vignettes were narrated by Marie Carolyn
The production was directed by Jane Burkey, and produced  Watson Hamlin (Patricia O’Brien) who published Zegends of
by Emmajean Evans with Mickie Pizzimenti as the Stage Detroit in 1883. Robert Cavalier de la Salle (Eddie Tujaka)
Manager. The researcher for the project was Isabelle Donnelly.  ¢o1d the story of the naming of Lake St. Claire. The vignette
was written by Harry Burkey.

“The Devil's Grist Mill,” written by Mary Lou Britton,
teatured Shawn Henry, Pat Stewart, Charly Davis and Robby
Mullinger in the retelling of a tale of greed and the supernatural.

In Grant’s Castle with Henry Kelsey III, Perry Calisi, Sal
Rubino and Elizabeth Schaefer, the audience learned about
this extraordinary family and their role in the development
of the cultural life of the area. The vignette was written by
Phyllis Reeve.

'The story of Euphemia and Pierre Provencal written by
Peter DiSante was presented by Robby Mullinger, Cyndy
Nehr and William Giovan.

Beth Teagan, Jack Fennessy, Cliff Levin, Henry Kelsey 11,
Natalie Boehmer, and Sydney Anderson presented Margie
Reins Smith’s vignette and about the Hall Family and their

home Tonnacour.

'The story of Josephine Weber Gaukler was written by
Dennis Wickline and was acted by Mary Stelmark, Stella
Woitulewicz, Charly David and William Giovan.
“The final vignette, about the Cotswold home designed
and built by Albert Kahn for Edsel and Eleanor Ford, was
written by Mike Trudel.

Cyndy Nehrand, William Giovan as Evphemia and Pierre Provencal.

Jean LeDuc (Charly Davis), Martine (Pat Stewart), Josette Deluc
(Shawn Henry) reenact the legend of “The Devil’s Grist Mill.”



Ribbon Farm Days

Ribbon Farms Days at the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society has ended and Grosse Pointe children have once
again had the unique experience of playing, crafting and
cooking in much the same way as their counterparts 100
years ago.

“The history of the area includes French, British,
American and Native American influences. Ribbon Farms
Days allows children in the community to develop an

Children painting a batik — garden flag.

increased understanding of a very unique history that we
share,” said Patricia O’Brien, vice president for education.
Led by Isabelle Donnelly, director of education,

each of the four two week sessions focused on a theme that
incorporated one or more of these traditions: Michigan
Gardens, Grosse Pointe History, Crafts and activities of the
last two centuries and Fairy Tales.

'The children enjoy the Provencal-Weir House and learn
Grosse Pointe history in a home that has stood for nearly
two centuries. “If I could have any house in the world I
would pick the PWH to live in,” said one eight year old at
the end of a session.

“Children learn that the young people who lived in this
house faced many of the same concerns,” said Donnelly.
The crafts that children learned are the same as those from
100 years ago — simple carpentry, basic sewing, weaving,
dying and baking.

Painting the Windmill Pointe House “night light” fo create an authentic look.

“If 1 could have any house
in the world
| would pick the PWH to live in”

- an eight year old at the
end of a Ribbon Farm session

s

Children learning wood crafts.



La Dolce Vita thank you

La Dolce Vita was a wonderful opportunity to meet
friends, enjoy an excellent repast and be amazed at the beauty
and artistic elegance of the Charles Dean House.

It was made possible by the generosity
of Mr. and Mrs. Sergio Mazza, who invited
us into their home, and the people in the
community who donate their time and
talent to this event. We are grateful for their
continuing support.

'The enduring beauty of the Tuscan
countryside was the backdrop for the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s 10th
Summer Gala, “La Dolce Vita,” on Thursday, June 6, at the
Charles A. Dean house in Grosse Pointe Farms.

Chaired by Susan Hartz and Susan Budrys, the party’s
honorary chairs Cynthia Dean Navarra, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Dean, and the Ruffner family who purchased
the home in the 1970s the evening was a rhapsody of food

and entertainment.

'The Honorary Committee included: Judy and Randy
Agley, Mr. and Mrs. John L. Booth II, Cynthia and Julius
Huebner, Stephanie Germack-Kerzic and Patrick, Mary and
Ron Lamparter, Mary and Thomas C. Shafer and Diane and
Tom Schoenith

Ridgeland, the Tuscan-style home designed by famed
architect Hugh T. Keyes, was built for Mr. and Mrs. Charles
A. Dean, Jr., on one of the few sloping sites in Grosse Pointe.
Bordered by giant oak trees, this Italian villa is the result
of a successtul collaboration between the homeowner and
architect.

'The party included tours of the house led by docents:
Lynn Detwiler, Marlene Harle, Martha Louisell, Bernadette
Medura, Athena Pappas and Pam Scanlon.

An Italian-inspired strolling supper was catered by
Robert Nahra and his staft at Lakeland Manor and Event
Center.

Music in one of the gardens featured Cristina Carollo,
lyric soprano, and Joe Recchia, accordionist. Classical
guitarist Levi Henson performed in another garden. In
the living room, pianist Jack McCormick played the music
of George Gershwin, Cole Porter, and other American
Songbook composers.

“Preserving our historic buildings honors the artisans
who poured their talents into their work, and so we are
pleased to welcome supporters of the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society to our home, Ridgeland,” said Lora
Mazza, current owner and host of the fundraiser.

Construction on the L-shaped house, which is
approximately 8,800 square feet, began in 1924 and
was completed in 1926.

“We, as well as the previous residents, enjoy the architec-
tural brilliance of this unique home, Lora Mazza added. “It is
designed to fit the landscape while creating views which really

make one feel as though they are in Tuscany. Built in the
1920, the house is perfectly suited for entertainment of large
or small parties and offers many charming features to please

the eye.”

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society gratefully acknowl-
edges the support of its sponsors and donors for La Dolce Vita.

Business and corporate sponsors included: Michael
Dixon and Darrell Finken, Rita and Terry Ernest, Grigg
Graphic Services, Grosse Pointe Florists, Grosse Pointe

News, John F. Martin Photography, Lakeland Banquet &

Event Center, Lucido’s Florist.

Silver Sponsors were: Mr. and Mrs. George Ellis,
Gandelot & Associates, Henry Ford Health System,
Richard & Jane Manoogian Foundation, Peter Ruftner,

Cat and Rick Ruffner, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Valade.

Bronze Sponsors were: Dr. Richard Baumgarten and
Dr. Cheryl Wesen, Carolyn Candler and Charles Leahy,
Mrs. Ruth Glancy, Higbie Maxon Agney Realty, Mary
Northcutt and Michael Goodell.

Wine donations were made by: Ms. Susan Budrys,
Carolyn Candler and Charles Leahy, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Harle, Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hartz, Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph
Liedtke, Mr. David Montgomery, Dr. Patricia O'Brien,

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Peebles, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schoenith,
M. Gail Sidlek, Village Wine Shop, Mr. and Mrs. John

Woodhouse.

Donors included:

Dr. Lourdes V. Andaya

Ms. Lois Bertani

Ms. Jane W. Gage

Mr. and Mrs. Brian G. Connors
Mr. and Mrs. J. Lewis Cooper; Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cracchiolo
Mr. and Mrs. John Donnelly
Mrs. William L. Drennen

Mrs. J. Kay Felt

Mpr. and Mrs. William B. Krag
Ms.Susan M. Lewandowski

Mrs. Joseph Louisell

Ms. Maud Lyon

Ms. Mary 1. McLeod

Mrs. James. Millies

Mrs. Ayers Morison

Mr. and Mrs. James Nicholson
Myr. and Mrs. Frank K. Penirian
Mr. Ralph C. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Reilly

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Singelyn
Mrs. Gail Stroh Marentette

Mr. and Mrs. David Tobbe

Mrs. Robert Valade

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wachter
Mr. and Mrs. Gail L. Warden



Thank you Donors

Making a contribution to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society supports a wide range of activities.
With financial contributions the Society is able to continue to improve the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center Resource

Center and the Provencal-Weir House.

With contributions that enhance our collections, the Society is able to make more information available to those researching for

academic or personal projects.

Donors
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Decker, Jr.

Mr. John C. Donnelly

Fox Creek Questers # 216

Mr. and Mrs. Jon B. Gandelot

Ms. Patricia J. Gitre

Mzr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy 111
City of Grosse Pointe Farms

Mrs. Joseph Gualtieri

The Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Holmes

Mr. William E. Lacey — Grosse Pointe Sunrise
Rotary Foundation

'The McGregor Fund

Mrs. Nancy Pacitto

Mrs. Kathie Smith — La Societé des Jardinier
Mrs. Jane Turnbull

In Memoriam
Mr. and Mrs. T. Michael Andrews in memory of Kiki Herfert
M. Charles M .Bayer in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Frederick G. Bloy in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Benjamin Chapman in memory of Dan King
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest S. Cornwell, Jr. in memory of Dan King
Ms. Krista Czelusniak in memory of Dan King
M. James P. Danaher in memory of Dan King
Ms. Denise Devine in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Lewis H. Echlin III in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Hans Flick in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Alan S. Freemond, Jr. in memory of Dan King
Mzr. and Mrs. John G. Hayward in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Milton Henkel in memory of Dan King
Mr. and Mrs. E. Thomas Henkel in memory of Dan King
Judge Michael J. Kelly in memory of Dan King
Mr. Michael S. Kennedy in memory of Dan King
Mzr. and Mrs. William B. Krag in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Harry R. Kurrie in memory of Dan King
Mzr. Don Landers in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. John G. Martin in memory of Dan King

Mr. and Mrs. William Patterson in memory of Dan King
M. and Mrs. Frank J. Roney in memory of Edward Roney
Mzr. and Mrs. William Rooney, Jr. in memory of Dan King
Mr. Russell Rudd in memory of Dan King

M. Carl Metzker — Senior Men’s Club of Grosse Pointe in
memory of Dan King

Ms. Judith D. Smith in memory of Dan King
Mr. and Mrs. Steven T. Smith in memory of Dan King

Matthew, Jessica and Harlan Strobbe-Garrett in memory
of Dan King

M. and Mrs. Warren S. Wilkinson in memory of Dan King
Mzr. and Mrs. David P. Williams in memory of Dan King
M. Brian K. Zahra in memory of Dan King

Gifts to the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran
Resource Center

Mzr. and Mrs. Randolph Agley
Mrs. Agnes A. Buccellato

Mrs. Patricia Colett

Ms. Marisa Collins

Mr. and Mrs. James Conway
Mrs. Lucretia Cracchiolo

Ms. Jean Dodenhoft

Mr.s and Mrs. Douglas Dossin
Mr. Jim Francis

Mr. and Mrs. Jon B. Gandelot
Mr. Walter J. Godywon

Grosse Pointe Florists

Ms. Stephanie Kost

Ms. Sara Malcomson Ralph

Mr. and Mrs. Dutch Mandel

Mr. Kenneth Meek

Mrs. Charlene O’Neill

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Scanlon

Mr. Bob Setterberg

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Skinner
Ms. Lindell and Mr. Gene Stover
Ms. Karyn Weir

Mr. Brian Withers and Mr. Thomas Withers
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Shipwrecked: Reflections of a Sole Survivor. Detroit Surgeons: 300 Years

Wednesday, Nov. 20 at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 16,2014, 7:30 p.m.

1890 COOK SCHOOL HOUSE 20025 MACK AVE. 1890 COOK SCHOOL HOUSE 20025 MACK AVE.

GROSSE POINTE WOODS 48236 GROSSE POINTE WOODS 48236

On November 29, 1966, up-bound on its last trip of the Grosse Pointer and former Grosse Pointe

season and during a 65 mph gale on Lake Huron, the Historical Society Trustee, Larry Stephenson, -
603 foot steam ship S8 Daniel J. M.D., presents a program relating to his =
Morrell broke in half with the recent book, Detroit Surgeons: 300 Years.

loss of 28 lives. 'This book chronicles the surgical history

of the Detroit area during the past three
centuries. After the founding in 1868 of the
Detroit Medical College, the forerunner of
‘WSU School of Medicine, the book’s main

focus becomes the medical school’s department of surgery.

Dennis Hale, author of
Shipwrecked: Reflections of a
Sole Survivor relived those
harrowing hours to a packed
audience. Dennis has been T i
Szl o fhe Dasoresy Along the way, histories are presented about surgical
Channel, Oprah Winfrey Show
and Today Show. He tells the

story of his survival in the face of incredible odds and recounts

specialties and sub-specialties of the medical school. These
stories are authored by surgeons in their respective fields.

Many area surgeons are featured. The surgical histories of

the events leading up to and following this tragic event. site el e ez syl e el (ol
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Border Crossings: The Detroit River Region The Centennial of the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club
in the War of 1812 Wednesday, May 21 at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. EDSEL & ELEANOR FORD HOUSE,
1890 COOK SCHOOL HOUSE 20025 MACK AVE. 1100 LAKE SHORE ROAD,
GROSSE POINTE WOODS 48236 GROSSE POINTE SHORES 48236
Douglas Fisher and Joel Stone present a program relating Grosse Pointer and former Grosse Pointe Historical Society
to their latest book, Border Crossings: The Detroit River Trustee, Larry Stephenson, M.D., presents a program
Region in the War of 1812. relating to the upcoming book, The Centennial of the Grosse
. . . Pointe Yacht Club.
Their book uncovers the personal and group interactions
often ignored in histories of this conflict. In August 1812, "The Club, founded in 1914 through the efforts of a group of
Dietimeti vas sumreckerzd @ ihe Bk, 25 sailing and ice-boating enthusiasts as a private sailing
For more than a year Detroit and the club, has a fascinating history. The Italian Renaissance-style
surrounding area was controlled by the clubhouse was designed by Boston architect Guy Lowell who
British. Until 1815, Americans occupied won this commission in the early 1920s but died at sea before
serilemeiis om ihe Coanadhan Sk off the his plans were fully developed. Despite Mr. Lowell’s passing,
Y Detroit River. These multiple “border his concept of an 18th-century Italian renaissance building
% crossings” had profound implications for combining sun-washed stucco walls and terra cotta tile, topped
8L 1 ¢ diverse inhabitants of the Detroit by a 187-foot steeple, stands as a spectacular monument to his
’ E River region, including widespread creative genius. The clubhouse officially opened amid great
"% privation, imprisonment, enemy attacks, fanfare on July 4, 1929 virtually on the eve of the Great
and dispossession of homes and land. Depression, but the club survived and has flourished.
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Talking Headstones returns Oct. 11 - 14

St. Paul’s Cemetery is once again the site of the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society and the Grosse
Pointe Theatre’s collaborative production of
“Talking Headstones,” Oct. 11 -14 at 8 p.m.

'The fifth annual dramatic event is presented
on a specially created stage lit by hurricane lamps
and torches. Carefully researched by the GPHS
volunteers and staff and written by playwrights of
the GPT, the stories reveal the life and times of
people who lived in the area.

From 1812, “Fall of Detroit” by Dianne Pegg
teatures the remembrances of Catherine Campau
Moran, Phelice Moran, George Moran and Uncle
Joseph Moran.

'The story from 1856, “Temperance,” is also
written by Dianne Pegg and highlights Charles
Moran Jr. and Virginia Moran St. Aubin.

The cast of the Talking Headstones 2011. Photo credit: Dale Pegg

“Remembering” by Gwenn Bashara Samuel FOX Indian Massacre 1 7 1 2

is a recollection of life in 1865 from the point 'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society marks the 300th anniversary of
of view of Catherine Peltier Beaufait and Louis the Fox Indian Massacre with observances on Wednesday, Sept. 19 and
Beaufait. Saturday, Sept. 22.

Peter DiSante has created a snapshot of 1867 A memorial to honor the lives of those killed in the battle is planned
in “New Church,” featuring the thoughts of tor Wednesday, Sept. 19 at 6:30 p.m. at the site of the Historical Marker
Pauline Vernier Van Antwerp and Catherine at Lakepointe and Windmill Pointe in Grosse Pointe Park.

Van Antwerp Kirby. Noted historian of early Detroit Fr. Russ Koehler, pastor of historic

As we complete the 19th century, “Don’t
Forget,” based on events in 1891, features Louis
Allard and Theresa Allard.

1925 is presented in “Roadhouse,” written by
Peter DiSante and incorporating the words of
Edmund Vernier.

Lighted, free parking is available at Grosse
Pointe Methodist Church, across the street from
St. Paul’s Cemetery.

Bring lawn chairs and a flashlight. And dress
for the weather.

Tickets are available by calling the Grosse
Pointe Theatre at 313-881-4004 $10 for GPHS
& GPT members and $15 for non-members.

St. Anne’s Parish in Detroit, will lead the
memorial service.

'The public is encouraged to participate
in this event that marks an important part
of our local history. Parking is available on
Windmill Pointe Drive.

Following the service, the community
is invited to the Dr. Frank Bicknell
Lecture at the Ewald Branch Library on
E. Jefferson Ave. to hear Elizabeth Vogel,
GPHS trustee, explain the actions that led
to this tragic event. The lecture begins at
7:30 p.m. (see page 12).



Re-Enactment of Life in Grosse
Pointe and Detroit in the 1700s

To show what life was like for the settlers at the time of the Fox Indian
Massacre, the GPHS presents “A Day in the Life of Grosse Pointe in the 1700s”
on Saturday, Sept. 22, at Patterson Park on Essex Road in Grosse Pointe Park from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Re-enactors will wear clothing typical of the early 1700s. Clutching muskets,
laundry and farm implements, re-enactors will tell about their lives and work.

'The Alliance Frangaise, a French history and cultural organization, will present
dancing and music typical of the 18th century.

Actors will read stories from the Legends of Le Detroit, a book published in the
19th century that recounts stories of the region.

'The event is free and open to the public. No park passes are required and there
is ample free parking on the grounds.

City of Grosse Pointe city survey

'The first complete reconnaissance level historic and architectural survey of the
City of Grosse Pointe was completed in August by the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society’s Preservation Committee.

'The survey is the first major step in the GPHS strategic initiative to document
the historic significance of all Grosse Pointe properties, using guidelines established
by State of Michigan’s Office of Historic Preservation.

“The value of this survey is that it starts us toward assessing our community’s
built environment, using the state standards to identify and designate historic
districts. We ultimately want to create a rich, historically accurate database of our
community and make it accessible to everyone,” said Greg Jakub, chair, GPHS
Preservation Committee.

'The survey field work began in the fall of 2008 when a preliminary “windshield”
survey was made. This part of the project involved the committee members
driving through the neighborhoods to identify the types of buildings and their use.
When completed, the information served as a starting point for the rest of the
survey.

GPHS hired Kristine Kidorf, a historic preservation
consultant, to implement the survey. Actual field work
began in spring 2011. Two student assistants did
historic research, took photographs and recorded the data
on each of the 2,300 homes and commercial buildings in
the City of Grosse Pointe.

“We are grateful to the Wilkinson Foundation for its
continued support of our historic survey project,” said
Michael Farley, GPHS Preservation Committee member.

'This data will become a fundamental resource
supporting current and future planning efforts such as the
development of The Village and potential identification of
historic areas. The latter is a strategy attracting the attention
of homeowners, real estate agents, and city leaders as a way
to leverage the value of Michigan’s older communities in a
very competitive real estate market.

'The survey work will also be useful and of interest to
individual homeowners.

We need you!

Consider donating your time to help the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour
guide, sales assistant in La Belles Country Store, office
assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

This is an excellent way to learn about local history
and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.

Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

Officers

Susan Hartz......ccoeeveeeiiieiicceceeeeee President
Jack McCormick. .Vice President-Administration
Stuart Grigg ...... ... Vice President-Development
Susan Bologna... ....Vice President-Education
Herman Mozer... Vice President-Preservation

Steve Vella......c.coiuviiinieincicccccca Treasurer
Marlene Harle...........oooviiiniic Secrefary
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Susan Lewandowski
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Denis Bouchard
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Emmaijean Evans
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Charles Berschback
Patricia R. Colett
Michcel Farley
Lisa Mower Gandelot
Nancy Griffin
Stuart Grigg

Ronald C. Lamparter
Herman Mozer
Russell H. Peebles
Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Michael Skinner
Gail R. Stroh-Marentette

Parliamentarian
Andrea Weyhing

Director of Education
Isabelle Donnelly
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Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p.m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org




Ribbon Farm Days, Summer 2012

Summer is a time of discovery, creativity, and quiet
reflection for children. Ribbon Farm Days offered children
an opportunity to leave their more passive activities and enter
the world of active and creative participation.

Ribbon Farm Days, held at the Provencal-Weir House
during June and July, is a place where children experienced
ways in which their counterparts from past centuries would
have passed their summer days — with baking, gardening,
weaving, painting, sewing and games.

In the Garden — Session One
In Session I the children created an indoor Fairy Garden.
'They began by filling a 10-inch round pot with soil and
planted Jade, Fittonia and Baby Tears. Fairy doors, stones,
benches and ponds were fashioned from Fimo clay. Addi-
tional supplies included a wire bench, white picket fences and
a Garden Fairy. These young gardeners became responsible
for maintaining their Fairy Gardens at home with proper
sunlight and watering.
During Week 2 the children created 77n Lanterns. Earlier
settlers frequently used lanterns like these when they needed
to milk cows or
harness horses
early in the
morning and late

Children creating the fairy garden.

in the evening. These lanterns lit the dark barn and kept the
hay safe from fire.

Ribbon Farm children used 32-ounce cans. They created
designs on paper and attached them to the cans, which
then were filled with water and frozen. The children used
a hammer and nail to fashion the pattern on the frozen
lantern. Finally, they added a candle they had made, and
a handle. At night, when the candle is lit, the patterns glow
in the garden.

We discussed the local orchards of the past focusing
on pear, apple and cherry trees,
indigenous to Michigan
and Grosse Pointe. Children
learned to make pear strudel
and hand-shaken whipped

cream.

Windmill Pointe — Session Two

In 2012 we observe the 300th anniversary of the 1712 Fox
Indian battle at Windmill Pointe. The second Ribbon Farm
Days session focused on aspects of life during the early part
of the 1700s.

To review the extraordinary history of Grosse Pointe’s
shores, the children built a three-dimensional puzzle of a
Windmill. The 78-piece structure had to be assembled and
then held together with hot glue. Once completed, the chil-
dren painted their working windmills to take home.

In the second week, students made Native American-
inspired Hand Sewn Vests, adorning them with threads and
beads. Each child was fitted with fabric and was responsible
for cutting the patterns and sewing the seams.

'The children also explored music and rhythmic instru-
ments of this earlier period. They made and painted musical
pods, or rattles.

Corn was a staple of the early settlers in the area. Stu-
dents made corn bread, using an old time-tested recipe.

Ribbon Farms — Session Three

The Ribbon Farms hugged the shores of the Detroit River
and Lake St. Clair in the 1800s. The Provencal-Weir House
is a surviving Ribbon Farm dwelling from that time.

These farms were worked by dedicated families like Pierre
Provencal, his wife Euphemia, their daughter Catherine and
their 24 adopted children. In order to sustain themselves,
everyone had to “help.”

'There were many household tasks that children helped
with — weaving, dyeing, sewing and cooking. In the third
Ribbon Days session, children used wool yarn and wove a
small tapestry on a wooden loom. Unfortunately, the berries
and plants that would have been used to dye the wool are
not readily available today. The alternative was to use cherry,
lime, grape, lemon, orange, black cherry and tropical punch
Kool-Aid to dye the wool. Once the wool was dyed, the
children hung it outside to dry.

Week 2 they sewed their own cloth doll by tracing and
cutting their doll templates, sewing them, turning them
inside out and stuffing them with fiber filling. Then they
attached the arms and legs to the torso. Once finished, they
traced and cut the pattern for the dresses, sewed them, and
decorated the dresses with fabric markers. They finished their

dolls by sewing their hair with yarn.
For refreshments they enjoyed fresh
squeezed lemonade and we made

flap jacks from scratch adorned with

home whipped butter and syrup.
De-lish!

Painting windmills on the porch. 3



Men, Horses, And Machines

A Journey through Automotive and Horse-racing History

Politics, religion, horse-racing, and money combined
to change Detroit’s horse culture into the present-day
automobile era.

How this happened is explained during a two-hour
historical adventure on Saturday, Oct. 27, when the Village
of Fairview Historical Society presents a unique bus tour of
an area that helped shape the Detroit of the 20th century.

Founded in 1903, the Village of Fairview stretches from
Alter Road to Water Works Park.

Organized by Moira Mahoney, director of development

with The Village of Fairview Historical Society and Nick

Thank you Donors

Making a contribution to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
supports a wide range of activities. Financial contributions allow the
Society to improve the Resource Center and the Provencal-Weir
House. Memorabilia contributions add to our collections and

our knowledge of our shared history.

2011 Annual Appeal
Mr. Daniel Barrett
M. and Mrs. Douglas Cordier
Mrs. William L. Drennen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mathews
Ms. Elizabeth Soby

Donations
Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation
City of Grosse Pointe Farms
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Flint
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy II1
McGregor Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Skinner

In Memory of
Stuart W. Grigg in memory of Kiki Herfert
Sharon Renken in memory of Kiki Herfert
Jill Sweeny in memory of Kiki Herfert

Gifts to the Resource Center
Suzy Berschback
First Varsity Letter from Grosse Pointe High School (ca. 1928)

Charles DuCharme
Photos of Family Descendants

Helen P. Gilbride
17 Phone Registers

Ben Gravel
Pamphlet on 203 Cloverly Road, Grosse Pointe Farms
Detroit Free Press Article A house abead of its time”

Jay Hunter
Framed Picture of the Alexander Lewis Cottage
in Grosse Pointe

Sinacori, president of The Village of Fairview Historical
Society, highlights of the Fairview tour include:
* the original horse-racing and automotive alley of the
early 1900s;
* original sites of the Detroit Jockey Club and Detroit
Driving Club;
* an ancient Indian burial ground - site of the Sauk and
Fox Indian Massacre
* homes of Belgian, Arts & Crafts and River-Rock
architectural influence near Harbor Island;
Contunued on page 5

John Kolbus
3-Set Atlas of Wayne County

Ronald T. Konopka
Two Color Photographs (4”x 6”) of Diorama

Richard Lambrecht
Grosse Pointe Farms Filtration Plant & Pumping Station
Dedication Program

Helen Leonard
Documents:
James T. Whittaker, MD of Cincinnati
'The Physiologic Experiments of Dr. William Beaumont
Zina Pitcher, MD — 1797-1872
'The Second Mile by Alfred H. Whittaker, MD
Alfred Heacock Whittaker, MD — 11 pages typed manuscripts

Marilynn Magreta
Fancy Grosse Pointe People
Books of Matches from Grosse Pointe Restaurants: Golden Lion,
the Bronze Door, The Old Place, On the Hill

Shirley Peppler
Antique Washboard and Rug Beater

Madeline Quirk
Booklet “Michigan Women - February, 1930”

Sara Malcolmson Ralph
Detroit’s Coming of Age — 1873 to 1973
50th Anniversary of the Historic Vebicle Society — Special Events
Guide 2004
Two Classic Automobile Registers — Aug/Sep 1998, and
Oct/Nov 1998

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Skinner
DAC News — 50th Anniversary (1915 — 1965)
The Robert Hudson Tannahill Gifts to the Detroit Institute of Arts
The Flatfish — World’s Most Active Lure

Mrs. Laura Spanski
58 Glass Photographs from the Estate of her mother Kiki Herfert

Donations to Programs
Tom Giftos
Coney Island Hot Dogs
Dr. Frank Bicknell Lecture, April 18,2012



Sponsors for “By the Light of the Silvery Moon”

To make an event like an evening at the Charles Remick house possible, the Grosse

Pointe Historical Society depends on the generosity of people in the community who
donate their time and talent. We are grateful for their continuing support. For 2012

the Grosse Pointe Historical Society thanks the following:

Gold Level Sponsors - $2500+

Molly and Mark Valade

Silver Level Sponsors - $1,000 - $2499

Beaumont Health Systems

Carolyn Candler
and Charles Leahy

Charles R. Whitney Foundation

Gandelot & Associates

Other Sponsors

Maud Lyon and David Tarrant
Richard and Jane Manoogian

Foundation
Talmer Bank

Bronze Level Sponsors - $500 - $999

Dr. Cheryl Wesen and
Dr. Richard Baumgarten

Linda and George Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Liggett, Jr.
Mary Northeutt and

Michael Goodell

Jane Nugent

RIL Systems, Inc.

For their time and generous gifts, we thank the following:

Judy and Randolph Agley

Lynn and Paul Alandt
Foundation

Patricia and Peter Bologna
Susan and Denis Bouchard
Gloria and Fred Clark
Patricia and Gary Colett
Jay Fitzgerald

Grigg Graphic Services

Grosse Pointe Florist

Wine Donations

Susan Budrys and
Susan Lewandowski

Diane and Doug Dossin
Debbie and John Graffius
Susan and Jonathan Hartz
Kathleen Kelly and

Docents
Kathy Conlon

Geri Day
Katie Ecclestone

The Grosse Pointe News
Hour Detroit

Harry Kurtz

Lucido’s Florist

John F. Martin Photography
Jack McCormick

David Montgomery

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nahra
Gail Sidlek

Greg Jakub

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Higbie
Lori and Sergio Mazza
David Montgomery

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Peebles

Diane and Tom Schoenith

Laura Filkin
Phil Filkin

Marlene Harle

Men, Horses, And Machines

Contunued from page 4

* historic Indian Village highlighting the prominent auto-
baron homes from the turn of the century;

* A 30-minute tour of Lawrence Fisher’s private mansion;

* Grosse Pointe Wine Shop building;

* wine and cheese afterglow.

Elizabeth and Brian Connors

Mr. and Mrs. J. Lewis Cooper, Jr.

Carol and Tom Cracchiolo
Nancy and John Donnelly
Robert Everett

Kay Felt

Sandra and Mark Fossee

Ann and Larry Garberding

Georgeanne Le Duc

Helga and Rudy Liedtke
Albert Mackey

Ralph C. Wilson Foundation
Sybil Scotford

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sfire
Paul Simon

Dr. and Mrs. John Williams

Anne and George Kordas

Gail Sidlek

Scott Vandemergel

Village Wine Shop
Elizabeth Vogel

Peggy and John Woodhouse
Michael Woolsey

Bonnie Medura
Athena Pappas
Debbie Voorhees

'Three departure-time options are available for the bus tour on
Oct.27:9 a.m., noon and 3 p.m. The coach boards at the Ewald
Branch of the Grosse Pointe Library, 15175 E. Jefterson.

Registration is $20 and seating is limited to 25 registrants
per tour. Make reservations by calling 313-884-7010.



Revellers enjoyed the
Silvery Moon Party

“By the Light of the Silvery Moon,” was a major

sheet music hit for the Jerome H. Remick & Co, music
publisher. The song lyric provided the theme for the
Summer Party, June 15 held in the home Albert Kahn
designed for Remick in 1927.

And although it was a beautiful starry evening,
Grosse Pointe Historical Society featured its own moon
reminiscent of the 1920s and 30s.

“It was like taking a step back in time,” said Kay
Agney, co-chair.

Music was provided in the garden by The Balduck
Jeanne Bourget and Jack McCormick provided music in the Great Room. Mountain Ramblers and in the Great Room by Jack

McCormick at the piano and song stylist,
Jeanne Bourget.

“When you were in the Great Room,
you could just imagine all people who had
gathered there before to hear music and
enjoy each other’s company. It was really
very special,” said Elizabeth Vogel, co-chair.

'The home on Ridge Road was painstak-
ingly restored by its current owner and our
host, David Montgomery.

Dr. Cheryl Wesen and Dr. Richard Baumgarten

Susan and Jonathan Hartz by the “Light of the Silvery Moon.”
enjoying the garden.

Elizabeth Vogel and Mike Woolsey David Montgomery, our hosts for the evening.

Geoff Spencer and Gina Hanson George Jerome, Maud lyon, Joe Katulic and Ann Jerome




Susan and John Bologna Cathy Walker and Margaret Loomis enjoy
a balcony view of the gardens.

Stuart Grigg, Sara Ralph, Patricia O’Brien

Stephanie Vella and Jason Meints

Mark and Judy Weber, Suzy Berschback

Jay Fitzgerald with his 1929 Cadillac

Lynn Kurtz, Donna Ridella, Greg Ridella and Harry Kurtz Ann and Walter Fitzpatrick with Lucy and John Prost

The Balduck Mountain
Ramblers delighted guests
with their musical tributes
to the first quarter of the
20th century.




Pointes of History 2012

Since 1986, the Grosse Pointe Historical Society has awarded bronze plaques to Grosse Pointe landmarks
to recognize their historical or architectural value to the community, to encourage their continued preserva-

tion, or to recognize the value of adaptive reuse.

This year three homeowners were presented with plaques to be installed on the fronz‘ of the home: The
Theodore Beaufait House in Grosse Pointe Woods, 175 Merriweather in Grosse Pointe Farms and 17315

East Jefferson Avenuein The City of Grosse Pointe.

THE THEODORE BEAUFAIT HOUSE

'The Beaufait family traces its history in the Detroit area to
Colonel Louis Beaufait, who arrived in Detroit with Antoine
de la Mothe Cadillac. Louis was an upstanding member of the
early Detroit French community. He held various positions,
including a state delegate from Wayne County, a state senator,
an Indian interpreter and a judge, and served as a justice over
sessions involving crime and misdemeanor.

Photo credit: Susan Bologna

Beaufait Street in Grosse Pointe Woods is named after the
tamily that occupied this farmhouse.

Two other streets in Grosse Pointe Woods that are named
for members of the family are Anita and Lennon.

Originally located on the east side of Mack Avenue, the
Beaufait farmhouse was between the neighboring farms of the
Van Antwerps and the Cooks. The children of the area first
attended school in the granary of the Beaufait Farm. Due to
heat issues and fear of a fire, August Cook eventually donated
land and Cook School was erected on Mack Avenue.

In 1865, Louis L. Beaufait purchased 160 acres from
the Vernier family located along a dirt road called Clinton

(later Mack). Two years later, Louis sold a portion of his land
to August Cook; today, this is the site of the Grosse Pointe
Hunt Club.

"The main farmhouse was built in 1885; in 1900, a second
tarmhouse was built. In 1917, property from these early
farms was purchased for the Lochmoor Club. The remaining
Beaufait property and farmhouse was eventually deeded to
Louis’ grandson, Theodore (Mary Jane Lennon),
who raised five children in this house:
Catherine, Matilda, Veva, Theresa, and Joseph.

Beaufait Street first appeared on Wayne
County maps in 1872.In 1925, Theodore
moved this house across Mack Avenue to its
present location on Beaufait. Moving a house
was accomplished by propping it up on timbers
and dragging it with a team of horses. When
this house was moved, it underwent a radical
change. It was rotated sideways, the original
front porch was removed and the roof was
extended to add onto the front and back. The
house was also covered with a brick veneer sup-
ported by steel beams. These changes make the
house almost unrecognizable today as the same
1885 farmhouse. The original logs still support
both stories of this building.

'The Beaufaits were actively involved in local
community endeavors. In 1928, Theodore’s son,
Joseph, was elected President of Lochmoor Vil-
lage, now Grosse Pointe Woods. Joseph was a
leader in the community and the township.

As a real estate developer, he named Lennon Street after
his mother’s maiden name; Anita was named after one of his
daughters, and Beaufait was named after his father. In 1940,
the Grosse Pointe School System purchased 16 acres of the
Beaufait Farm as a future site for Parcells Junior High. The
building was completed in 1951. The original site of the
Beaufait farmhouse is now used as ball fields by the current
Parcells students.

A daughter of Theodore Beaufait, Veva, lived in this house
until 1974, when at the age of 91; the property was sold to the

present owners.



175 MERRIWEATHER

Designed by Louis Kamper, 175 Merriweather was built
in 1931-1932 for John Robert Sutton, Jr. (Jack), and his wife
Paula Kling Sutton, niece of the architect. It is an example of
the Georgian Revival Style.

'The house, a present from Kamper and Paula Kling’s father
to the newly married couple, it was the second house built
on Merriweather on land that was originally part of a cherry
orchard.

Amenities inside the house include a bordered green ter-
razzo floor in the basement, original black and white Pewabic
tiles on the entrance hall floor, and a flamboyant master bath
covered with pink, blue and black Pewabic tiles. The house has
a white oak pegged floor in the library and a garden room with
heated slate flooring. A small space under the portico was used
as a wine cellar.

Prior to the 1940s, this area was an expanse of undevel-
oped field from Merriweather to Cloverly Road in the block
between Kercheval and Ridge. Across Ridge Road was “Pine
Woods,” a popular play area for children. In the winter, they
would sled down the tree-covered hill, across Charlevoix, and
into fields that are now Mt. Vernon Road. Al Green, a well
known restaurateur, had a “Blind Pig” nestled in the woods.

John Robert Sutton was very active in Grosse Pointe Farms
politics, serving as a Village Trustee in

1934-46 and Police and Fire Commissioner 1938-46. Sut-
ton served a term as Commodore of the Grosse Pointe Yacht
Club. As Vice President of General Underwriters Insurance
Company, Sutton specialized in marine insurance.

During WW 11, Sutton was a Deputy Chief Air Raid
Warden. When the Air Raid siren sounded at night, “blackout
shades” were pulled down so any light in the house could not
be seen by enemy aircraft above.

Paula Kling Sutton was involved in women’s organizations,
including the Neighborhood Club

Thrift Shop, Women’s Exchange of Detroit, and the Red
Cross. During the war many Red Cross meetings and classes
were held in her home to learn bandaging techniques. Paula
was the daughter of Kurt (Olga) Kling, owner and President of

the Philip Kling Brewing Co., a well known brewery prior to
prohibition.

17315 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE

Built in 1928 for Mrs. Arthur McGraw, a widow whose
son and family lived next door on Lakeland, the house was
designed in the Colonial Georgian style by noted architect
Charles A. Platt of New York. Self-trained as an architect,
Platt is also considered one of America’s most influential
landscape designers. Platt’s design philosophy emphasized the
integration of interior and exterior space through strong visual
and circulatory connections and the use of formal architectural
elements throughout the garden.

'The McGraw house is constructed of Flemish Bond brick
and has the original slate roof. There is a motor court in front
of the house with an English pea stone drive and Belgian
block curbing.

'The house still contains the original bi-fold garage doors,
which came from Germany, and the English lead and copper
drain pipes. The house contains five wood-burning fireplaces,
the original Chrysler Kopin refrigeration system and the
apartment over the garage for the Major Domo (the head of
the house hold staff). There is a limestone sundial set into the
chimney on the Lakeland side of the house. No changes have
been made to the original architectural layout of the home.

Platt designed the rear gardens, which have been maintained
very closely to the original plan.

At some point prior to the acquisition of the home by the
current owner, the solarium was enclosed in glass and heated.
Mrs. McGraw lived in the house until 1950, when it was
purchased by Dr. and Mrs. Charles Merkel. Mrs. Merkel, who
lived the house until her death in 1982, was the granddaughter
of John Simpson Gray, one of the twelve original investors in
the Ford Motor Company. The current owner purchased the

house in 1982.
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Second Saturday Events
for 2012-2013

An important part of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s
outreach to children and families are the Second Saturday
Programs. Ihis year, Izzy Donnelly, education director, offers
crafts and cooking projects that reflect the lives of people living
at the early part of the twentieth century.

September 8
Make Pastry Turnovers from fresh Michigan apples and

topped with “shaken” whipped cream. Ages: 6 years and older.

October 13

Create a Halloween Garland to decorate a mantel or a door-
way. Made from Fimo clay and yarn, these

whimsical witches, ghosts and bats will delight everyone.
Ages: 7 years and older.

November 10
Decorate glass hurricane jars with transparent foliage to
create candleholders for your Thanksgiving dinner table.

Ages: 7 years and older.

December 8

Bake Gingergerbread Cookies — a must at Christmas
time — decorate them with confectioner glaze and
imagination. Ages: 6 years and older.

January 12

Make a Rockhopper Penguin Fleece Scarf. Cut, sew and
glue! These penguins have those bushy eyebrows that will
make the scarf a stand-out. Ages: 7 years and older.

February 9

Bake Heart Shaped Sugar Cookies topped with our very own

colored sugar for Valentine’s Day. These will be wrapped in
testive bags to keep or give away. Ages: 6 years and older.

March 9

Sew and stuff a Sitting Bunny made from white fleece. This
project is the second in a series of sewing your own stuffed
animals. Ages: 7 years and older.

April 13

Dip a “Lovin’ Spoonful” of Chocolate and drizzle it with
colored candy and chocolates for a mouth-watering treat!
Ages: 6 years and older.

May 11
Celebrate spring by sewing Love Birds on a Woodland
Swing wall hanging. Ages: 7 years and older.

All Saturday events will take place from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval.

Cost is $15.00 per session for members, $20.00 for non-memdbers.

Reservations must be made by the Thursday before each event.
313-884-7010.

10

Provencal-Weir House
Open House

'The names of streets, parks and public places are daily
reminders of our connection to the past. Learn about the
roots of Grosse Pointe at this fall’s three Second Saturday
Open House events, from 1-4 p.m. on the Saturdays of
Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8.

Your Open House tour will answer such questions as:
* Who are Pierre Provencal and his wife, Euphemia
(St. Aubin), and why did they raise so many children?

* What are Ribbon Farms, and why did they dominate
the shores of Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River?

* What do windmills have to do with Grosse Pointe?

* What are the relationships between the Provencal
family and Fr. Gabriel Richard?

* Who is John LaBelle, and why did he purchase the
Provencal-Weir House and then move it from
Lakeshore Road to its present location?

* Who lived in the Provencal-Weir House?

* Why did the Grosse Pointe Historical Society decide
to restore the house? How did they do it?

* Where did the Log Cabin come from, and why was it

moved?

During the Open House afternoons, visitors also can
investigate the One Room School House, the site for school
field trips.

To complete your tour (and perhaps start your Christmas
shopping), the LaBelle’s Country Store features history-
related publications, Pewabic tiles, Victorian-era toys,
hand-made soaps and baby blankets. Plus Grosse Pointe’s

stuffed mascot — Peanut, the squirrel.

Birthday Parties at the PWH

Every birthday is special!

Make your child’s next birthday party especially
memorable at the Provencal-Weir House.

Izzy Donnelly, education director, works with parents
to plan a fun-filled celebration featuring such activities as
making treats, creating a special make-and-take craft, playing
games or going on a scavenger hunt.

Donnelly plans all of the activities, in conjunction with
parent requests. Parties are limited to 12 children and are
typically 2 to 2 %2 hours.

For information and to set the date for your next party
call: 313-884-7010.



From Behind the Blackboard

An important aspect of the work of the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society is to introduce children to the Provencal-Weir House. Using
the Michigan Curriculum Framework and the Social Studies and
English Language Arts Standards, Izzy Donnelly, director of
education, has created an educational experience appropriate for
elementary students.

With the One-Room School room at the PW House as a backdrop,
students learn the history of the house and experience “the life of a
student” at the beginning of the 20th century.

In her fourth year as School Mistress, Donnelly welcomed 36
elementary classes and five Scout groups from the Grosse Pointe area
to the world of slates, McGuftey Readers, recitation, competitive
spelling bees,
local history
and more.

'The schools
included:
Monteith,
Poupard, Ferry,
Richard, Kerby,
Trombly,
Mason,
University-
Liggett, Star of
the Sea, St. Paul, Grosse Pointe Academy and Hamtramck Academy.

“I liked when we wrote on slates. I learned that they used a cool
book called McGuffy Reader,” said a third grader from Monteith.

'The foresight of the Board of Trustees to create this model school
room made possible this one-of-a-kind opportunity for students.

Elementary students pose outside the Log Cabin during their One
Room School House experience.

“Their vision was so clear,” says Donnelly. “The room is just charm-
ing to look at but more importantly, it is an academically functioning
classroom.”

Teachers and parents are impressed with what the Society offers to
the community.
“The adults and kids were all raving about the historical experience
we enjoyed today,” said a second-grade teacher from Ferry.
At the end of the trip, each student received a colorful bandana or
log pencil as a thank-
you gesture for
visiting the One-
Room School.
“I want the children
to have a token to take
home reminding them
of their day here,”
Donnelly said. “The
GPHS needs them.
These children are
our future.”

Poupard’s second grade girls enjoy a visit to the log cabin
c.1840.

SPECIAL EVENT:
Saturday, October 6, 2012

Author Book-Signing, Lecture & Special Grosse
Pointe Hunt Club Dinner Event
Showcasing Author Nick Sinacori’s Recently
Published Book: “Men, Horses, And Machines”

'The transition from horse to automobile happened
in Grosse Pointe Township on October 10,1901. The
dynamics behind this shift are explored in

Nicholas Sinacori’s
newly published
book, Men, Horses
and Machines: A
Journey through
Automotive and
Horse-racing
History in Detroit.
The Grosse
Pointe Historical
Society, The
Village of Fairview
Historical Society

The Grosse Pointe Hunt Club, when it and The Grosse

opened in 1911, became the repository Pointe Hunt Club
of many artifacts from the Detroit Driving
Club including this July 17, 1894

inaugural trophy.

are collaborating to
host a special lecture,
dinner and book- signing on Saturday, Oct. 6 at 5:30
p-m. at the Grosse Pointe Hunt Club, 655 Cook Road
in Grosse Pointe Woods.

The book is of special interest because it uncovers
how the intersection and influence of politics, money,
horse racing, and religion combined to change
Detroit’s horse based society into the modern
manufacturing and automobile era. The power
structure of Detroit included original Detroit settler
tamilies, banking, public transportation, real estate
investors, manufacturers, heavy industry, horse
racing syndicates and promoters, and the politicians
and religious leaders of the day all had a major
influence on how Detroit grew, what it looked like,
and how the people lived.

Guests will be served cocktails (cash bar) beginning
at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner. The lecture follows
dinner and includes a private tour of the barn and
Hunt Club grounds. A meet- and- greet with the
author, a book-signing, and dessert with coftee
concludes the evening.

Tickets are $25per person which includes dinner
from a select menu. For reservations contact:

'The GPHS at 313-884-7010 by Thursday, Oct. 4.
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'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society in partnership with the Grosse Pointe Public Library presents five of the six Dr. Frank

Bicknell Lectures.

The first lecture presented at the Ewald Branch Library, is preceded by special event memorializing the lives of those who died.

(see p. 1) The next four lectures will be at the Woods Branch Library. The final lecture is presented in co-operation with the

Edsel and Eleanor Ford House.

Wednesday, Sept. 19 at 7:30 p.m.
'The Ewald Branch Library
15175 East Jefferson

Markers and Massacres:
The French, the Fox Indians and the Pointes

Manuscript by Grosse Pointer, historian, and Grosse Pointe
Historical Society Trustee, Elizabeth Vogel: 2012 marks the
300th anniversary of the Fox Indian Massacre, which occurred
in present day Grosse Pointe Park. The State of Michigan
erected a marker on Windmill Pointe Drive in 1977 as a
remembrance of this battle. Ms. Vogel illuminates the

complex and complicated relationship between the French

and their Native American allies that led to this tragic massacre
of 1000 men.

Wednesday, Oct.17, at 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe Woods Library
20680 Mack Ave. at Vernier

Detroit’s Historic Places of Worship

Book by Marla O. Collum, Barbara E. Krueger & Dorothy
Kostuch with photos by Dirk Bakker

'This book is a vibrantly photographed historical survey of
architecturally and historically significant houses of worship
that represent 8 denominations and nearly 150 years of

history. The focus will be on Detroit’s most prolific era
of church building, the 1850s - 1930s.

Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe Woods Library
20680 Mack Ave. at Vernier

Jacobsons: I Miss It So!:
The Story of a Michigan Fashion Institution

Author, Bruce Allen Kopytek speaks to us about his most
recent book. Join us in this return to the elegance of Jacobson’s,
a beloved Michigan institution for more than one hundred
years. Meet the personalities who transformed it from humble
origins to a staple of sophistication throughout Michigan and
Florida. This deluxe specialty store gave customers a peerless
social, shopping and dining destination.

Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe Woods Library
20680 Mack Ave. at Vernier

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Michigan: People, Law and Politics

Author, David Gardner Chardavoyne tells us about his latest
book, the first ever written about the U. S. District Court for
the Eastern District of Michigan. Created in 1837 this court
operated as recently as 1923 with a single trial judge. By 2010
it sat 15 district judges, a dozen senior U.S. district judges and
U.S. magistrate judges (many of them from the Grosse Pointes)
and conducted court in five buildings throughout the eastern
half of Michigan. Detailed will not only be this growth but the
stories of its judges and others who have been impacted by this
important institution.

Wednesday, April 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe Woods Library
20680 Mack Ave. at Vernier

Tashmoo Park and the Steamer Tashmoo

Author and former Grosse Pointe & St. Clair Shores Librarian,
Arthur M. Woodford will discuss his latest book, a pictorial
history of Tashmoo Park, one of the area’s most popular desti-
nations in the first half of the 20th century, and a trip aboard
the steamer of the same name. Located on Harsen’s Island,

the park opened in 1897. It was a pleasant two hour boat ride
from the city and in its heyday, 250,000 people, including many
Grosse Pointers, visited the park annually.

Wednesday, May 15 at 7:30 p.m.
2013 Edsel & Eleanor Ford House,
1100 Lake Shore Road

Living on the Edge: A History of Aufo Racing in Michigan

Author, Rick Sigsby will talk about his latest book relating to
automobile racing in our state. The story begins with the first
such race in Michigan on the Grosse Pointe Track in 1901
when a new era of sports entertainment was born in this area.
This historically fascinating tale, explains why this sport has
grown to become one of the most popular spectator sports in
North America.

~







Friday, June 15,2012 ¢ 7 p.m.

A benefit for the Grosse Pointe Historical Society at
an English Country House designed by an American Master

Classic Cocktails and Elegant Hors D'oeuvres

served in the traditional Grosse Pointe Manner
Docent-led house tours * Jack McCormick at the grand piano

Music in the Garden * Vintage auto on display

Albert Kahn designed the Tudor-style home that is the site of this year’s
fundraiser in 1927 for Jerome H. Remick, the largest publisher of sheet
music of his time. Remick pioneered the sheet music store. Across the
United States, “Remick Song Shops” allowed patrons to try out the
hot Tin Pan Alley Hits. The Remick list of composers and lyricists included:
George Gershwin, Harry Warren, Al Dubin, Gus Kahn, and Richard

Whiting. RemicK’s taste in music was inclusive. The girls are painting their pots FO' fhe'f soaps.

As a major supporter of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, Remick served
several times as its president. His contributions were critical to the construction of
Orchestra Hall and the hiring of Ossip Gabrilowitsch as the DSO’s conductor.

This gracious and elegant home has been painstakingly restored by current
owner, David Montgomery. Attendance is limited. Call 313-884-7010 for

information and reservations.

Grosse Pointe
Historical Society
established 1945

Spring 2012
Vol. 29 No. 1

Points of History
Celebrates Historic
Buildings May 8

'The annual Points of History celebration takes
place on Tuesday, May 8, at 7 p.m. at the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore Drive.
Bronze plaques will be awarded to three homes:
an original Ribbon Farm farmhouse in Grosse
Pointe Woods, a home and garden designed by
Charles Platt in Grosse Pointe and a home
designed by Louis Kamper in Grosse Pointe
Farms. A Power Point display of all the past
recipients will be presented and refreshments
will be served. The event is free and open to the
public. For more information, call 884-7010.

2012 Ribbon Farm
Days start June 19

Ribbon Farm Days gives children (or grand-
children) an opportunity to experience Grosse
Pointe summers in the 1800’s: Play with vintage
toys, bake desserts from scratch, paint, sculpt, sew,
dye fabrics, weave, dip candles, hammer tin cans
and mold clay.

Sign your children up for 2012 Ribbon Farm
Days featuring three different two-week summer
sessions for children around the ages of 6 to 12
years old.

"This
experience gives
your children an
b opportunity to
€ ﬂ work and play
in a house that
is considered
to be Grosse Pointes oldest surviving residence.
Held at the Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823, 376
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, in June, July and
August, sessions are on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

See pg. 5 for the complete schedule or visit us
online at www.gphistorical.org.



Kiki Herfert, 1942-2012

Past board member and friend Kiki Ann Her-
fert passed away on Friday, March 23,2012.
A Trustee for the GPHS from 2004 through 2009,
Kiki was a passionate historian and a tremendous
asset to GPHS. A huge supporter of Grosse Pointe
Park, she helped organize the View of Fairview tours
with friend Nick Sinacori. “Kiki’s passing has left a
void with respect to a liaison to Grosse Pointe Park
and she was very important in organizing and pro-
moting View of Fairview” says Sinacori. She wrote a
paper at Wayne State University called
A History of the Growth and Development of

Second Saturday May 12

1-3 p.m., Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval

Paint your very own beautiful Bird House to hang in
your back yard!

Ages 7+ $15 for members; $20 non-members
Please make a reservation by May 10. Call 313-884-7010

Izzy’s Corner

Izzy’s Second Saturdays Recap

After one of Michigan’s warmest winters on
record, Ian Plansker proudly displays a snowman he
was able to build using the items made at Izzy’s Second
Saturday event held in January called “Snowman Kit.”
Each kit contained a plastic hat, a fleece scarf that the
children cut the fringe on and Easter eggs for buttons.
The children molded charcoal, carrots and pipes out of |
Fimo clay which was then baked in the oven for about =%
30 minutes to harden. All the contents are stored in

the hat for re-use.
On March 10th, children came to the “Sew and Stuff your very own Polar Bear”

L |

Success! We melted white chocolate, hammered
candy canes and mixed them together in a bowl.
Then we poured the mixture into Christmas molds
to cool. Of course we had to have a taste fest.

Mmmm. Dee-lish. Then we put them in a Christmas

bag and adorned them with a bell.

GPA visits One-Room School with Trevor Clor
as Headmaster

?.

event at the Provencal-Weir House.
Each child traced and cut the bear
template and sewed their polar
bears as they stuffed them. Here the
children proudly show oft their
finished products!

School visits

On Feb. 10, 28 Grosse Pointe
Academy fifth-graders graced the
One-Room School House for a full
day of classes.

Trevor Clor presided as the
School Master while his team
teacher, Katy Klimczuk, assisted.

Gina McEveny’s Special Ed
class from Parcell’s Middle School to
visit the One-Room School on Feb.
15 for a half-day session. They toured
the house, read from the McGufly
readers and wrote sentences on the
slate chalk board. Lunch was in the
parlor and during recess, students
played with the vintage toys.

To date, there are 37 classes and

five scout groups are scheduled for
the One-Room School.

Izzy DoNNELLY

Director or Epucarion

Grosse Pointe Park which is a testimony to Kiki’s
knowledge and passion of local history. Although
we won't see her walk through the doors of the

Resource Center, Kiki’s love of history will live in

the heart of the GPHS.
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Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p-m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org




Services for Older Citizens
A Home of thier Own

(This article is taken from information on the SOC website, * A media
socservices.org.) center
Since 1978, Services for Older Citizens has been helping . A safe, Newberry House
seniors remain in their own home with dignity. Today, SOC welcoming place to have coftee, play cards and sit in
serves 9,000 of the 11,000 seniors in our community each year. comfortable chairs with a friend at all hours of the day
But in 34 years of serving the community, SOC was outgrow- e Private offices for social workers
ing its facilities and the need for a building that has adequate  Increased office space to accommodate 100% more
space for the programs the seniors need was becoming evident. volunteers than SOC can currently have at any given time.
ANEW FACILITY 'The new home on Ridge Road will vastly enhance SOC’s
SOC’s vision is a simple one--to continue to provide the ability to improve its programming. Current programs offered
best services to seniors living in the Grosse Pointes and Harper  monthly will be offered weekly, including:
Woods communities. To realize this vision, SOC was gifted a e Teas
lease for $1.00 on a 10,000 sq. ft. facility for the next 30 years * Birthday celebrations
- the beautiful, historic Newberry House on Ridge Road in * Theme weeks
Grosse Pointe Farms adjacent to Cottage Hospital. This * Educational programs
generous donation by Henry Ford Health System will * Special Workshops
dramatically transform senior services in the Grosse Pointes Current programs offered weekly will be offered daily.
and Harper Woods by providing more space for programs This will include:
while also making sure that SOC will remain economically « Computer classes
sustainable. * Lunch five days a week instead of four
Currently an estimated $3 million restoration of the * Trips
Newberry House is taking place. The new facility will include: * Wii tournaments

A lobt?y with 4 (yolunteer) receptionist As many people know, the Newberry House was at one

A clle‘d}cated dining/b anquet room available for SOC time a nurses’ residence. SOC is asking anyone with memories
activities and community events or photos of their time spent at the home to call them.

* A fully functional kitchen SOC is currently operating in the Henry Ford Medical

* Several multi-purpose activity rooms adaptable to exercise  Center — Cottage, 159 Kercheval on the 3rd floor. For more
and yoga classes, crafts, educational classrooms for lectures  information, call 882-6900.

and computer classes

Lewis Mansion/Parish House
at St. Paul’s Catholic Church

'The Parish House on St. Paul’s property has a wonderful rich history.
Below are two letters describing the origins of this property.

Letter from E. Lewis
These houses were built in the late 1800s, maybe 1890. The one on the left, Lewis Mansion
Alexander C. Lewis, my grandfather, lived in it until he died in 1908. Then it
was sold to Edwin Scott Barbour and years later sold to Mrs. Barbour’s nephew Byrus Henry. St. Paul Catholic Church, 157 Lake Shore Drive, G. P F.
purchased it in about 19302 It is now the parish house for the church. The other house on the right belonged to my father A. Aug. Lewis where we lived until
he died in 1919. It was then sold about 1927 to Mrs. John Wendell Anderson who had it torn down about 1930. The property is now owned by the Church.
1 hope this bit of information will be of some help.
Sincerely, E. Lewis

Letter from Annette Remick

House on 151 Lake Shore Road. In the Burton abstract #301371, my grandfather, Alexander Lewis, purchased this property in 1854 from Thomas W.
Lewis, a relative. (Brother I think) My grandfather built these two houses with the bridge on top. (When, I do not know). He lived with our family on the
one on the right, next to the church, and ‘gave” the other each summer to a different son or daughter, Muir, Currie, Carpenter, Henry B. Lewis families. Later
my father, Ingersoll Lewis bought both houses from our Lewis Estate, and then the insurance company made him remove the bridge as it was a fire risk. We
lived for years in the house on the right, later selling the other house to Edwin Barbour, in about 1922. Mrs. Barbour’s father was then living next door to our
property-Myr. Albert Henry, father of Burns Henry and Edith Henry Barbour.

Aﬁer renting this house of our on Ridge Road fmm the Deans far 22 years I have just bought it — so am now, once again back on old Lewis property,
where I used to come with my pony cart, as a child — it was all fields and a lovely violet filled swamp then!

Cordially,

Annette Remick 3



GPHS blue prints find a new home

'The GPHS has been responsible for hundreds of blue prints that were
brought in years ago from the Grosse Pointe city and real estate offices. The
proper storage of these blue prints has been a challenge. Though light in weight,
they take up a lot of space.

When more blue prints became available from the Grosse Pointe Park of-
fices, former board member Peter Robbins offered to house them in his base-
ment. That was over 15 years ago. Eager to keep these valuable remnants of
Grosse Pointe’s architectural history properly stored, the GPHS searched for an
appropriate place for these blue prints.

During a recent meeting to determine another collaborative project between

the GPHS and the Grosse Pointe Public Library Director, Vickey Bloom, The blue print volunteer team has loaded the

) ’ . ; U-haul and are ready to transport the blue prints
Assistant Director, James Moffett and Reference Librarian Mary Rapas, agreed fo the GPW Library.
to find safe storage space for these documents. From left to right: Adrianna Agosta, Jack

The GPHS Board of Trustees unanimously approved the merger and on McCormick, Izzy Donnelly and Mike Skinner.

‘Thursday, March 29, six trusty volunteers suited up and delivered these treasures Not shown are Gail Sicllek and Michelle Agosta.

to the Grosse Pointe Woods Library.

The GPHS blue prints have been properly catalogued thanks F' L
to the hard work of long time volunteer Ellie Moran. She hand
wrote the addresses of every blueprint on round labels back when
Jean Dodenhoff was in charge. “This made my job much easier,”
said Michelle Agosta, current manager of the blue prints.

'The prints from Grosse Pointe Park are another story. They
need to be labeled and catalogued. “This will takes months for us
to accomplish,” says Agosta. The ultimate goal of this project is
to have blue print reproduction capability available to the com-
munity.

It anyone in any of the Pointes has blue prints in their homes
and would like to see them stored safely at the Library, call the
GPHS at 313-884-7010.

GPW library — the blue prints are on the shelves.

From left to right: Katie Ecclestone, Mark Pinney, Michelle Agosta and
Vickey Bloom, Director of the Grosse Pointe Library.

Social Secretary Books

‘Thank you to those of you who brought in the Social Secretary books we
requested in the last Moorings!

These books are valuable assets to members
working on home and family research.

Because of your donations, we have added
11 books to our collection. (Please see the
donor list for details). After contacting the
Social Secretary office of Grosse Pointe we
also received the blue books from 2010 and
2011. They informed us that all future books
will be printed every other year.

We are still looking for 1959 and 2003 of the blue books and 1922, 1924,
1925,1926,1929,1933, 1934, 1936, 1938, 1942 and 1945 of the brown books. 13 books were added to the “Blue book” cabinet




2012 Ribbon Farm Days

Session |

June 19, 21, 26, 28

11-3:00 p.m.

Registration deadline: June 12th.

MICHIGAN GARDEN THEME

* Build an indoor Fairy Garden with a planter, dirt, plants,
stones, furniture and fairies.

* Make bridges, doors and planters with Fimo clay for the

garden.
* Squeeze fresh lemonade.
* Make Candles-votive.

* Create Tin Lanterns to hang in your garden on warm
summer nights.

* Learn about the orchards on the Grosse Pointe Ribbon
Farms.

* Make homemade pear strudel with our own whipped cream.

Session Il

July 10,12,17,19

11-3 p.m.

Registration deadline: July 3

GROSSE POINTE HISTORY - WINDMILL POINTE

* Assemble and paint windmill.

* Make Musical instruments.

* Squeeze fresh orange juice.

* Make homemade vests and adorn with thread and beads.

* Learn the history of the Fox Indian Massacre in 1712 at
Windmill Pointe.

* Make our own butter and serve with homemade cornbread.

Session llI

July 24, 26, 31, Aug. 2

11-3 p.m.

Registration deadline: Julyl7

RIBBON FARM DAYS IN GROSSE POINTE

* Dye fabric or yarn with boiled berries and herbs.

* Weave a wall tapestry with the dyed fabric or yarn.

* Sew a fabric doll (male or female).

* Paint the fabric and sew the clothes.

* Squeeze fresh lemonade.

* Learn the story of the ribbon farms in Grosse Pointe.

* Make fresh pancakes with syrup and homemade butter.

Children bring their own lunches. Fee is $160.00 per session
for members; $180.00 per session for non members.

For more information contact Izzy at 313-884-7010 or

at digital@gphistorical.org

DAR Gives Award
'The Louisa St. Clair Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution honored Izzy Donnelly, Education
Director with their Women in American History award on
March 17, for her children’s educational programs
held at the PWH. These include School field trips, scout
visitations, RFDs and her Second Saturday events.
Regent Grace Bliss Smith sent Izzy’s award to the
Michigan State Regent for review and it was approved
to be sent to Nationals. Results should be in by June.

The Origins of the
Neighborhood Club Thrift Shop

This article is taken from the Neighborhood Club Scrapbook
by Mrs. Chas. F. Dodenhaff; July 7, 1965. Gift of Mrs. Ellis
Merry 4/1984

In 1927 the Board of Directors decided to expand the
Neighborhood Club and the Community Fund granted
us permission to organize a campaign to raise money to
build the present Neighborhood Club. Mr. D. M. Ferry Jr.
donated eight acres on which the present bldg. is located.
'The money raising campaign was very successful with
the exception of about $2000.00, which was needed for
furnishings. Mrs. Russell A. Alger, who was President of
the Board of Director at the time, suggested that we hold
a rummage sale in the gymnasium to raise the necessary
deficit. A large committee of interested people was orga-
nized and within a very short time enough articles had
been collected to fill the gymnasium.

Following a publicity campaign a two-day sale was
held. It was so successful that the doors had to be closed at
intervals in order to maintain order and serve the crowd.
This first sale liquidated the deficit. This venture was such
a success it was decided to continue holding rummage
sales thereby establishing a reserve fund.

A year later plans were made to organize a permanent
rummage sale and the board room at the Neighborhood
Club was transformed into a sales room. Later, the build-
ing that houses the present Grosse Pointe Branch of the
Post Office was secured as headquarters for the Thrift
Shop, in order to relieve the overcrowded facilities of the
Neighborhood Club. The name at that time was changes
to the Neighborhood Club Thrift Shop.

'The Neighborhood Club Thrift Shop occupied the
Post Office Building for approximately two years. At that
time, the present Thrift Shop Building was owned by the
Neighborhood Club and was being used by the Public
Library. The Library was offered larger quarters by the
Board of Education, which they accepted, and promptly
moved. It was then decided by the Neighborhood Club
Thrift Shop to use this building as their permanent
site thereby bringing about a closer consolidation of

Neighborhood Club interests. S



Thank You, Donors

DONATIONS

Ms. Kathy Kirchner, GPS 1976 Reunion
Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick

Mors. Nancy Pacitto

GIFTS
Mpr. Ray Arondoski
Copy Prints of 705 Pemberton and 1145 Balfour

Ms. Nanci Bolton
Map of Grosse Pointe

Ms. Marisa Collins, Mason Elementary School
World Map

Mpr. James Conway
Copies of “Detroit Bike Trips”
Papers on “The Wardwell House” written by Henry Heatley, 1979

Country Club of Detroit
1988, 2000 and 2002 Social Secretary Books

Mpr. and Mrs. Douglas Dossin
Geologic Atlas of the United States

Mrs. Theresa Edwards
1960 Social Secretary Book

Mprs. Margaret Fausone
Abstract Lot 11 — 1916 and
Program of the Grosse Pointe Area Council of Defense

Mpr. Jay Hunter
Two 8 x 10 Picture Frames and a framed “Guindon” picture

Mpy. Richard Lambrecht
2005 and 2010 Social Secretary Books

Mprs. James McMillan
2006 Social Secretary Book

2011 Annual Appeal

Mprs. Paula Sarvis Sutton
1999, 2001, 2004 and 2009 Social Secretary Books
“Fancy Grosse Pointe People” by J.D. Owens

Mpr. Rich Sigsby, Dreambuilder Publications
“Living on the Edge”— A History of Auto Racing in Michigan

Mr. Michael W. Skinner
“Michigan Aircraft Manufacturers” by Robert F. Pauley

Elizabeth Soby

Grosse Pointe Optimists programs, photos and related
documents of the Grosse Pointe High School Class of 1933

Copies of the “Tower” magazine

The Social Secretary
2010 and 2011 Social Secretary Books

Mrs. Jobn Woodhouse
The Remick collection of Standard Popular Songs

Donations for our Legends of Le Detroit Event on
October 28,2011

James Kordas, Metropolitan Bakery — Hot Dog Buns

Doug Cordier — Sterno and for being “Chef Extraordinaire”
M. and Mrs.Doug Dossin — Tiki Torches and Soft Drinks
Phil Filkin —Tiki Torch Oil

M. and Ms. Jonathan Hartz — Chili and Chopped Onions
Ms. Susan Lewandowski —Table Cloths

M. and Mrs. John McCormick — Hot Dogs

Elizabeth Soby — Paper Goods

Donations of Cookies and Time for our
Christmas Celebration on December 2, 2011

Mprs. Susan Bologna

Ms. Susan Budrys

Ms. Susan Lewandowski

M. Jobn McCormick — at the piano

Ms. Judy L. Adams

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph J. Agley
Ms. Kay Agney

Ms. Susan Allum

Ms. Julie E. Arthurs

Mr. and Mrs. G. William Auch
Mrs. Ignatius A. Backman

Ms. Cecelia Barr

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Beadle

Mr. David A. Beatty

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Berschback
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Berschback
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Berschback
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berschback

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Bierbusse
Mrs. Jim Bloomhuff

Mr. Douglas A. Boehmer

Ms. Antoinette P. Book

Mrs. Herbert Book, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Booth 11
Mr. Robert W. Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Brasie
Mr. Anthony F. Brinkman

Mrs. Wilber M. Brucker, Jr.

Ms. Susan Budrys

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Burgam
Ms. Carolyn Candler and Mr. Charles Leahy
Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. Ceravolo

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin G. Chapman
in memory of Robert B. Edgar

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Chope
M. and Mrs. Frederick Clark

in memory of Lena Argazzi
M. and Mrs. George A. Cleek
Mr. and Mrs. Gary A. Colett
Ms. Sheila Connolly
Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. Constant
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Conway
Ms. Doris M. Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Cooper
Mrs. Ralph Cooper
Raymond M. and Jane E. Cracchiolo Foundation



2 O 1 1 Annual Appeal (continued)

Mr. James P. Danaher
Ms. Anne Dauphinais

Ms. Michelle DelLand and Mr. Brent Kelso

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Denner

Mrs. Dorothy Denomme

Mrs. Maureen E. Devine and Mr. Larry Baranski
Ms. Amy DeWys-VanHecke

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Diehl, Jr.

Ms. Margaret K. Dietz

M. John C. Donnelly

in memory of Meva Tahirovic
Ms. Mary Kathryn DuCharme
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence DuMouchelle
Ms. Virginia Durand
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Ehresman
Mr. John Entenman
Mr. and Mirs. Charles E. Exley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Farley
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Fitzgerald
Mrs. Warren A. Florance
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Forster
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Fossee
Mr. and Mrs. H. Richard Fruehauf
Mrs. William R. Fulgenzi
Ms. Meta C. Gallagher
Mrs. Joseph F. Galvin
Mrs. Max Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Gargaro
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gietzen

in memory of Lawrence and Augustine Leto
Ms. Anne Ginn
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy 11
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Goodnow
Mr. and Mrs. John Graffius
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Griffith
M. Stuart W. Grigg
Mr. Michael Kennedy, Head of School
Dr. and Dr. George Grunberger
Mr. Frederick E. Haass
Ms. Marlene Harle
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hartz
Mr. and Mrs. J. Edward Haug
Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Herbert
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Higbie
Mr. and Mrs. Mark R. High
Mr. John Hoben
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Hollerbach
Mr. Donald P. Howard
Mr. Arthur B. Hudson
Ms. Susan M. Ignasiak
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Jerome
Mr. Jerry Stocking
Ms. Joy E. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. A. David Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Kay
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel N. King

Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. Kircos
in memory of John S. Barbour

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Koch

Mr. George E. Kriese
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kurtz

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Lambrecht, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Landin

Mrs. John D. Langston

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Larsen

Mr. Paul Lavins

Dr. and Dr. James W. Lepczyk

Ms. Susan M. Lewandowski

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J. Liedtke

Mrs. Kathryn MacKay

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Maitland, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Sean H. Maloney
in memory of William Peppler

Mr. and Mrs. Dutch L. Mandel
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Manoogian
Col. and Mrs. Michael V. Marston
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mathews

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Mattei
in memory of Sterling Graham

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. McBrien
in memory of Richard Clare McBrien, Sr.
and Junior

Mr. and Mrs. Graham McCabe

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. McClanaghan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. McCleary
Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick

Mrs. Mary Jane McKeever

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick McKeever

Mr. Alex McLuckie

Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Mercier

Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Miller

Dr. Robert G. Mobley and Dr. Mary T. Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel J. Moroun

Mr. and Mrs. William Moseley

Mr. and Mrs. James Motschall, Jr.

Mr. Herman Mozer

Mr. Frank Mullen

Ms. Karen Nardone

Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. Neuder

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Nicholson
Mrs. Jane Kay Nugent

Dr. Patricia E. O’Brien

Mr. and Mrs. William Ouellette

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin J. Paddock, 11T
Mrs. Manuel Papista

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Park
in memory of Ruth and Al Moran

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Payne
Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. Peebles
Mr. and Mirs. Dale Pegg

Mr. and Mrs. David H. Perez
Judge Lynne Pierce

Ms. Mickie M. Pizzimenti

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Prokop
Mrs. Gerald Prokopowicz

Mrs. Sara M. Ralph
in memory of my Mother and Father

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rands 111
Mr. Brandon M. Rogers

Mirielle and Warren Wilkinson at the
Open House Christmas Party held at the
PWH in December.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Rohr
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Roney

Mrs. George Roumell

Ms. Christine A. Roznowski

Mrs. Penny Rudolph

Mr. William M. Rutledge

Ms. Paula Sutton Sarvis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Schroeder
Mr. James L. Schroth

Ms. Ruth Schueler

Mr. Joseph Schwartz

Mrs. Fred M. Sibley

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Skinner

in honor of Susan Hartz
Mr. Kenneth Skurda
Mr. and Mrs. Kinnie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. William Sosnowsky
in memory of Ralph Vigliotti
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Sprague
Mr. Thomas R. Stansfield, Jr.
Mrs. Charles C. Sullivan 11
Mors. L. Carl Sultzman
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund R. Sutherland
Ms. Sheila M. Sweeny
Mr. and Mrs. J. Gerard Teagan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Thibodeau, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Van Dusen 11
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Vella
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Vlamis
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Warren
Ms. Karyn Weir

Dr. and Mrs. B. Thomas Weyhing I11
in memory of Winnifred Marsh Weyhing

Ms. Linda M. Whelan

Dr. and Mrs. Fred W. Whitehouse
Mr. Lawrence S. Wilkinson

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Willemain
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Williams
Dr. and Mrs. Francis M. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Wolking
Ms. Deborah Wolney

M. and Mrs. John T. Woodhouse
in honor of Michael Farley



Children of the L the
American Revolution

Non Profit Org
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Detroit, MI
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Host John Paul Jones, Moorlngs

George Washington

at the Provencal-Weir Pubished by the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society
House 381 Kercheval Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236
'The National Society of the

Children of the American Revolution’s

John Paul
Jones Society
is sponsored (313) 8847010
by the (313) 884-7699 FAX
Louisa e-mail: admin@gphistorical.org
St. Clair Web site: www.gphistorical.org
Chapter of Hours: Tues. & Wed: 10 a.m.~12:30 p.m., 1:30-4 p.m.
the National
Society
of the President of JPJ provided a beautiful lunch
Daughters of and afterwards the beloved Christmas
the American story was read to the children.
David Cowen dresses upas = . JPJ also had their George Washing-

George Washington his :
costume was compliments (DAR). This ton Birthday party at the PWH on Feb.

of the Grosse Pointe Theatre. societyis open  18. David Cowen, a professional actor,
to any child recreated the young 27 year-old George

(from birth to 21 years of age) who is a for the children. David presented George

lineal descendant of an American Washington's early years including how he
Revolution patriot, or someone who surveyed the great western wilderness as a
aided in the cause of the patriots. General of the Continental Army. He

JPJ meets five times a year and this explained how he became the first

year held their 2011 Christmas meeting at ~ President of the United States and why

the Provencal—Weir House on December he ChOSC not to bCCOInC a K.lng. FOI]_OWing Children of the American Revolution come for a

17. The program, T"was the Night Before a lunch served by Elizabeth, she brought
Christmas, lead by Tzzy Donnelly, included @ birthday cake celebrating the young

a tour the PWH c¢. 1823 and then the log ~ George Washington's 280th birthday.
cabin c. 1840. Elizabeth Findeis, Senior

meeting and lunch in December at the PWH.

REMEMBERING HUDSON’S

May 16, 2012 7:30 p.m
Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

Mike Hauser, Marketing Manager at the Detroit Opera House, presents a program
relating to his latest book, Remembering Hudson’s: The Grand Dame of Detroit
Retailing, co-authored with Marianne Weldon. In this book Hauser and Weldon
present the idea that “The J. L. Hudson Company redefined the way people in our area
shopped and enjoyed leisure time. Many in Metro Detroit share memories of great
times spent shopping and enjoying spectacular events sponsored by Hudson’s. A solid
and lofty icon built by businesspeople who believed in their passion, Hudson’s defined
Detroit’s downtown, creating trends and traditions in consumer culture that still resonate
nationwide.”

Additionally, it should be noted that company founder, Joseph L. Hudson was Eleanor Clay
Ford’s uncle and Eleanor and Edsel Ford were married in his home on November 1,1916.
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Enjoy dinner in the Cotswold Café prior to this lecture. Reservations encouraged, 313-884-4222.







Grosse Pointe
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Winter 2011
Vol. 28 No. 3
Celebrate the
Spirit of the Season
at the

Grosse Pointe Historical Society

Christmas
Open House
Friday, Dec. 2, 2011 7:00 p.m.
Come Enjoy Entertainment Shopping at LaBelle’s For information,
Caroling Holiday Treats Country Store call 884-7010

A History of the
Neighborhood Club

The Neighborhood Club has been an important part of our
community since it was formed in 1911. Earlier this fall, the old
building was demolished to make way for the new Neighborhood Club
Wellness and Community Center, set to be completed in early 2013.

Below is a history of the club, taken from “Notes for Publicity,”

from the Neighborhood Club Scrap Book by Mrs. Chas. F. Dodenhaff;
July 7, 1965, gift of Mrs. Ellis Merry April, 1984. GPHS Director of
Education Izzy Donnelly finishes up the story and reports on the new
building.

The first Neighborhood Club

The Grosse Pointe Neighborhood Club located at 17145
Waterloo, City of Grosse Pointe 30, Michigan, was organized as
the Mutual Aid and Neighborhood Club on January 14, 1911.
A group of summer residents “of the Pointe” discovered many

Continved on page 7

Holiday Shopping at
La Belle’s Country Store
CHRISTMAS 2011

La Belle’s Country Store is located in the
Provencal-Weir House. The store is named after
John La Belle who moved the house c. 1914
from its original location at Provencal and Lake
Shore Road to the present location. We have
some new and wonderful holiday gifts this year.
'The shop is open every second Saturday and by
appointment. Call 313-884-7010. GPHS members
are eligible for a 10 percent discount. Just ask for
it at the cash register. Here are just afew of our
tabulous new gift ideas:

* Pewabic Tile: Grosse Pointe Historical
Society introduces its brand new, limited edition,
commemorative Pewabic tile of Grosse Pointe Park’s
Windmill. This unique oval tile measures 3 %" x 4 %" and is
ready to hang. Its translucent blue glaze is reminiscent of the sky
with our beautiful Lake St. Clair.

* Ornament: We have a lovely zew ornament of a color
rendering of the Provencal-Weir House. It is a limited edition,
first in a series, ornament measuring 3" in diameter and has a

Continued on page 3



We need you!

/4
Izzy’s Corner
Consider donating your time to help the Grosse

SCHOOL VISITS Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
tunities, including P [I-Weir House t
As of mid-November, 18 classes are scheduled for field trips to the Provencal- OPPDITIIIHGS, IACHICINg = Pov e ooy S ouse FouT

) ; ; guide, sales assistant in La Belles Country Store, office
Weir House’s One-Room School. The word is out that the One-Room School is a assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,

great experience for a day of classes from the 1900s. The most important benefits for event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

local teachers are the location, the One-Room School and the local history we offer. This is an excellent way to learn about local history
We are also affordable. We allow for lunch and recess with vintage toys and offer and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.
pioneer costumes if needed. I had a fifth grade boy come up to me last year and say, Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

“I was very concerned about recess when I got here because you do not have a

playground. But I have to tell you I have had a lot of fun here today with your toys.”

I assured him how relieved I was with a smile.

Officers
SCOUTS Susan Harz....c.cvviiceciiiccccce President
Girl Scout Troop 40696 visited the Provencal-Weir House in October, 2011 for Jack McCormick. Vice Preside m'A_dm'n's"q"on
Stuart Grigg ...... ... Vice President-Development
a class on etiquette and earned their etiquette badges. These 4th grade Monteith stu- Susan Bologna..............c....... Vice President-Education

dents learned how they would have set a table in 1922 for a twelve course meal, what ;';i’:‘:};l'lfzer“' Viee PreSide""Pre;re;'::i:’e’;
suitable manners were for a young lady of that time period, how to stand and walk Marlene Harle.............c..cciiomereerrreciine. Secretary
appropriately with a book on .th.elr head, and how to formerly greet adults. Also, the.y Kay Agney Mary Lighton Shafer
learned how to set a formal dining room table for 2011, what manners and appropri- B e Gail Sidlek
ate behavior is in school, at home Susan Budrys Elizabeth Soby
and at play. At the end of the class Doug Cordier David Tarrant
hev shook i1to b f Doug Dossin Scott Vandemergel
7 SELOOLE e i DR O 2 Debbie Graffius Elizabeth Vogel
treat with pumpkin muffins baked Greg Jakub Peggy Woodhouse
by their troop leader Michelle Rees. Susan Lewandowski
November brought Boy Scouts o Board
. : onorary Boar:
from Richard School’ first grade Charles Berschback Ronald C. Lamparter
for a tour of the house and log Patricia R. Colett Herman Mozer
. : Michael Farley Russell H. Peebles
cabin. The followmg week the Wolf Lisa Mower Gandelot Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Scouts from Star of the Sea came Nancy Griffin Michael Skinner
for a tour. The Provencal-Weir Stuart Grigg Gail R. Stroh-Marentette
House and log cabin are a pure St st Bt
. . Irecior o ucarion urdaror cmeritus
delight for all the children and Izzy Donnelly Jean Dodenhoff
scouts who pass through its doors. Administrator Webmaster
Helga Liedtke Jay Hunter
Izzy DONNELLY Parliamentarian Moorings Editor
DirecTor oF Epucarion Andrea Weyhing Ann Marie Aliotta
Girl Scouts from Troop 40696 learn to shake h ken b
cream into butter Photos taken by
Izzy Donnelly

Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Chris Plansker is recording Visit www.gphistorical.org for

23 songs fom the Regina Music Box. a convenient way to do both.
A CD is now available in La Belle’s Select the link
Country Store. “Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave.,, is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p.m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org

ULS came to the one-room school on November 18th
for a wonderful day of school.




Holiday Shopping at La Belle’s Country Store
CHRISTMAS 2011

Continued from cover

red ribbon attached for hanging. It is hand painted and has a description on the back. It will be a beautiful addition to
your home.

* Stocking Stuffers: Want to get your children off the video games? Our wooden toys are a perfect gift for them. These
classic toys include the Buzz Saw, Jacob’s Ladder, Pick-Up-Sticks, Spinning Tops, Wooden Yo-yos, Jacks, and Whistles. These
affordable gifts encourage creative thinking, help develop coordination, dexterity and are a lot fun.

* Vintage Toys: The Rolling Hoop is made of solid native hardwood, is 28” in diameter by
11/2" wide and 1/4" thick. A dowel is included as a rolling stick, as well as a history card. This
well-constructed toy encourages exercise and balance.

*'The Game of Graces has two 10" diameter solid wood grace hoops, packaged with four
tapered 22" solid wood wands and eight lengths of colored ribbon in a poly bag, with history
and instructions. This game was meant for proper young ladies back in the day.

It promotes exercise, coordination and is enjoyed today by boys and girls.

* Home Made Soaps: La Belle’s now features its own goat’s milk soaps. These
creamy soaps come in multiple colors, and make great gifts. The molds include
flora and fauna images, land/ sea animals, light houses, Petroglyphs, hearts and
even dinosaur shapes.

* Desk Calendars: La Belle’s 12 month desk calendar is back. This year’s
black and white calendar showcases many of the mansions on Lake Shore Road
that are now torn down. The color calendar is full of new and beautiful photographs
of Grosse Pointe and Michigan. These calendars have legible numbers and are

Pewabic Tile 414" x 8 14"
* PWH Note Cards: Eight beautiful note cards (4 %" x 5%") in a set of a pen
and ink drawing of the Provencal-Weir House.

*'The Shop Mascot: For our younger audience we have our lovable, plush,
soft squirrel named “Peanut” who is nuts about the Grosse Pointe Historical Society.

* Books: Our books available at La Belle’s focus on local history and fiction
with a local setting. They include Murder in Grosse Pointe and Treasure
in Grosse Pointe, Grosse Pointe Then and Now, Remembering Hudson,
The Grosse Pointe War Memorial and Grosse Pointe 1880-1930. Our

newest book Jacobson’s, I Miss It So was written by Bruce Kopytek

and tells the history of this beloved and missed department store.
note cards * Cutting Boards: Add class to your kitchen with our solid pine
cutting board custom-made by a local craftsman and engraved with

the GPHS logo.

PWH Ornament

2012 Calendar

Jacob’s Ladder

Game of Graces

Rolling Hoop 3

La Belle soaps



Legends of Le Detroit 2011

'The premiere Legends of Le Detroit, held on the grounds of the Provencal-Weir
House on October 28, was a big success. Roughly 120 people were in attendance
to enjoy free chili dogs, sauerkraut dogs, pop, and chips. Six actors read stories
from the book written by Maria Caroline Watson Hamlin. Cider and donuts
were served at the intermission.

“It was a very chilly night to have an outside event and I was delighted so
many people came to hear these wonderful legends”, said Izzy Donnelly,
director and producer of the event. The food was donated by many GPHS
board members. “The response from them was amazing” said Donnelly. “I
had everything I needed within two
days of my request.”

Doug Cordier cooked the hot dogs
with the help of Susan Budrys, Jack
McCormick, and Herman Mozer.

Boy Scout Troop 96, lead by Matthew
Fleckenstein, helped light all the
luminaries, assisted people with their
chairs and cleaned the tables. There were
many other volunteers that helped make
it such a successful evening. The Grosse
Pointe Hunt Club’s chef, Frank Cherro,
rode Lacey, one of their boarded horses,
to the event with Maggie Yash assisting.
“This added so much to the evening,”
said Donnelly. “I asked Frank if he would chant hauntingly while riding by on
the horse, ‘Beware of the Legend of Le Lutin, for it returns to Grosse Pointe
tonight.” He was a great sport about it and did it with great panache.” All the cos-
tumes were loaned from the Grosse Pointe Theatre. A big thank you goes to the
neighbors on Lakeview and Mary Lane for letting us block off the corner

of Lakeview and Kercheval.

People were lined up for free hot dogs on a
crispy October night for Legends of Le Detroit.

Social Secretary Books

The Social Secretary books are one of our greatest treasures in the

Alfred B. & Ruth S. Moran Resource Center. They provide us with family

names, home addresses, summer homes and clubs people belonged to. To

date we have over 75 books in our collection from 1919 to 2011. We would

like to try and complete the collection with your help. Below is the list of the

years we are missing. If you have any of the books from the dates listed below
and would like to find an important home
for them, please let us know. Your donation
will assist us in completing our collection
of the Social Secretary books at the
Resource Center. The Grosse Pointe
Historical Society thanks you in advance
for your time and help. The desired books
are: 1922,1923,1924, 1929, 1930, 1933,
1934,1935, 1936, 1938, 1942, 1959, 1960,
1988, 1999, 2001, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2005,
2006, 2009, and 2010.

From left to right. Matthew Becker, Vice President of Fine
Arts Society of Detroit, Dave Cowen Wayne State University
Theatre graduate and member of Players Playhouse,

Gina Telford, member of Fine Arts Society of Detroit,

Agnes Ward, member of Theatre Arts Club of Detroit,

Fine Arts Society of Detroit and Grosse Pointe Theatre,

and Harry Burkey, member of Grosse Pointe Theatre and
Stagecrafters. (Not shown, Izzy Donnelly, President of
Theatre Arts Club of Detroit and member of Grosse

Pointe Theatre)

Jack McCormick,
board member and
volunteer for the
evening, asks,

“Hot dog, anyone?”

The Joy Bells
Are Back!

Grosse Pointe Farms residents are
happy once again to see that the newly
cleaned Joy Bells are back where they
belong. The structure at Joy Bells Park
on the corner of Grosse Pointe Boulevard
and Moross has had a beautiful face lift
and the shining golden bronze bells are
ringing once again.



Izzy’s Saturday Events
2011-2012

All Saturday events will take place from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at
the Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval. (Please note that some
events are not on the second Saturdays and dates are subject to
change.) Refreshments will be served. Cost is $15.00 per session for
members, $20.00 for non-members. Reservations must be made by

the Thursday before each event. Ask for Izzy ar 313-884-7010.
Dec. 10

Homemade Christmas Candy. Come and hammer candy canes
in a zip lock bag, melt white chocolate and pour them into
Christmas molds. These delights will be enjoyed by the entire
family during the holiday season. Ages 6+

Jan.14

Make you very own Snowman Kit using Fimo Soft
Polymer Clay. We’ll make black coal eyes, an orange carrot
nose, a brown pipe, small black circles for a mouth and three
large colored buttons. We'll finish with a felt scarf for the
perfect custom made snowman! Ages 8+

Feb. 11
Bake Heart Shaped Chocolate Chip Cookies for the Valentine
season and learn about the history of Valentine’s Day. Ages 7+

March 10

Hand Sew and Stuff your very own Polar Bear made out of
white felt. Children must have a basic knowledge of stitching.
Ages 8+

April 21

Come and greet spring by making Floral Homemade Soaps.
This “melt and pour” goat’s milk soap is creamy and there will
be different colors and scents to add. Ages 8+

May 12
Paint your very own beautiful Bird House to hang in your own

back yard! Ages 7+

October Second Saturday

Bat-O’-Lanterns, Frank-O’-Lanterns and Ghost-
O’-Lanterns were big hits with the children and parents
tor “Izzy’s Saturday Events” held on October 22 at the
Provencal-Weir House. Every child received two plastic
pumpkins that they painted white, black or green. Then
each one was adorned using cut-out templates and colored
toam sheets to decorate them for the perfect Halloween
decoration.

GPHS President
Susan Hartz helps
the children make

their ghost and

bat-o’-lanterns

Mac is very proud of his pumpkins

Finished Bat, Ghost
and Frank-"O-Lanterns



New at the Alfred B.
and Ruth S. Moran
Resource Center

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is constantly growing and
sometimes updates need to be made to accommodate such growth.
Our top researchers, Pam Scanlon and Susan Bologna, know
this all too well and made a couple of great suggestions for the
Resource Center. By carefully rearranging some of our drafting
file cabinets we were able to create a lighted work station with
enough space to view our rare, oversized books. These fragile books
need to be handled very carefully and having a work station now
allows us to view these books with more ease and efficiency.

Thank You, Donors

Our indispensable handy man,
Phil Filkin, helps us re-organize
the Resource Center

DONATIONS

The Kresge Foundation

Louisa St. Clair Chapter, NSDAR

Junior League Gardeners

Mrs. Kay Agney, Higbie Maxon Agney Realtors
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Gandelot

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harle

Mr. Herman Mozer

GIFTS
Mys. Patricia Colett
Book, More faces — I have saw

Program, “The Merry Go Round of 1936”

Mprs. Patricia Cosgrove
Four old-fashioned bread pans, ladle, small black frying pan

Mpr. and Mrs. Jobhn Conway

Architectural drawings of residence of

Mr. and Mrs. J. Walter Drake on Windmill Pointe Drive

Mpr. Ric Geyer

Blueprints, building drawings and letters related
to construction of 1100 Buckingham Road

M. Robert Hackathorn

Marble corner from fireplace at Torrey House
(torn down in the early 1960s)

Handwritten letters from Mrs. C.A. Dean
and typed transcript of the letters

Mrs. Suzanne M. Karle
Abstract of Hollywood Sub-Division

Abstract and Title of $6,000 Deed
Blue Prints of 1470 and 1454 Hollywood

Ms. Sue Roncker
Membership roster of the Suburbia Garden Club

Ms. Anne Silver
Hand-drawn women on Hotel Gotham Stationary

Mr. Hal Smith
Booklet, “Here, There and Everywhere!”

Five Christmas Cards from Judy and Bob Kanzler

Mprs. Elizabeth Soby

Book, In Detroit ... Courage was Fashion,
by Alice Tarbell Crathern

Grosse Pointe Puzzle and the game Grosse Pointopoly
24 piece Wm. Rogers silver plated silverware set

Mps. Eric VanderHagen

Leather-bound scrapbook from Cercle Dramatique

Mpr. and Mrs. Thomas Weyhing

School District Artifacts, real estate information, blueprints,
Anecdotal family memories



A History of the Neighborhood Club

Continued from cover

social needs of the permanent residents of the community which
included health, education, family welfare and recreation. The
original organization meeting was held at the Detroit Country
Club with a board of twenty-four women who elected the
following officers: President, Mrs. R. A. Alger Jr.; Secretary,
Miss Florence Pond; and Treasurer, Mrs. W. Howie Muir; and
a house was rented on Rivard Boulevard. The physical facilities
progressed with the growth of the community and the
Neighborhood Club moved to a building and small gymnasium
on Oak Street, now known as Muir Road, and from there to
the present location of eight acres donated by Mr. D. M. Ferry.
By a popular donation drive in 1927, $150,000 was raised for
the present building which is now valued at $400,000. The
athletic field consists of a football field, three softball

diamonds, two hardball diamonds, children’s playground

and six tennis courts.

The building, erected in 1928, was a
two story brick construction approximately
100' by 100", which consisted of a 60' by 90'
gymnasium, with a stage 31" by 20'; kitchen,
which could serve into the gym and dining
room; games room, adult lounge, welfare
office, social service office, Director’s
office, boys and girls Worker’s offices and
men’s and women’s lavatories all on the
first floor. The basement had a janitors
room, boiler room, boy’s and girl’s locker
and shower rooms, storage rooms and
two handcraft rooms. The second floor
consisted of an assembly room, approxi-
mately 50" by 50', two club rooms, a library,
and a worker’s office.

The first Director of the Club was Mr. George Elworthy
whose guidance was enjoyed from 1919 until his retirement in
1961. Mr. Edward Krattli became Executive Director of the
club after Mr. Elworthy’s retirement.

On June 21, 1962, it was necessary to close the Neighborhood
Club. After extensive study by consultant engineers and a notice
from the insurance company that the liability protection could
no longer cover activities in the building, the Neighborhood
Board deemed it best to study the matter before making any
necessary repairs. The Neighborhood Club was temporarily
situated at 710 Notre Dame Ave., Grosse Pointe.

After three years of consideration and exploration of the
best way to carry out the original terms of the Charter, the
Neighborhood Club Board voted to turn over the property to
the Grosse Pointe Board of Education for use as a Community
Recreational Center.

On November 29, 1966, the Neighborhood Club broke
ground for their new building which opened in December 1967.

Funds for it came largely from the sale of the property across the
street. The building consisted of a lobby, three offices, and two
lounges, 40" x 60", which were equipped with pool and ping-pong
tables, games, T. V., snack bar and lounge furniture. This facility
was enjoyed by the community for 44 years.

As Grosse Pointe grew so did the needs of the Neighborhood
Club. After many meetings and discussions it was decided that
a new facility was to be built on the same grounds. So, on the
morning of September 17,2011, Grosse Pointers woke up to the
demolition of the Neighborhood Club’s second building in its
100-year history.

The Neighborhood Club administrative offices have been
moved to 240 Chalfonte in Grosse Pointe Farms until the new
facility is finished. The scheduled time of completion is hoped to
be January of 2013. “We should have a new and updated render-
ing of this facility on our website very shortly,” said Executive

The second Neighborhood Club

Director Stuart Alderman. This impressive building will have
48,000 square feet and three levels.

“The existing offices and Nursery School will return but we
will have many new offerings for the community,” continued
Alderman. “There will be a state of the art indoor five lane pool,
a fitness room, an aerobics room, and gymnasium. The basement
will have a sports room for local teams as well as traveling teams.
They’ll have strength and conditioning machines with T'Vs in
the room. Fitness classes, personal trainers and indoor swimming
lessons will be available to the public.”

“Beaumont Hospital will be leasing 25 percent of space
from the Neighborhood Club, but the building is owned by the
Neighborhood Club,” said Alderman. “Now we can go in a
new direction. We want this to be the main focal point in the
community. There is going to be something for everyone here.”

'The Society for Older Citizens (SOC) is relocating. Look for
an article on SOC and the history of the Thrift shop in the next
issue of the Moorings.
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MARCH 21,2012 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Jim Conway, Grosse Pointer and Site Manager of Detroit’s Historic

Fort Wayne, presents a program entitled 4 Hidden History: the Story of
Springwells in Southwest Detroit relating to the section of the City of Detroit
formerly known as Springwells Twp. (site of historic Fort Wayne) and its
connections with Native Americans for more than 1,000 years. From the
ancient Woodland Indians to the French and British colonial-era villages

to the War of 1812, a chain of significant events occurred in this area that
Conway will explain in vivid detail.

APRIL 18,2012 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Detroit Free Press reporters Joe Grimm and Katherine Yung present a
program relating to their latest book, Coney Detroit (to be published in
March 2012), that explains why Detroit became the world capital for Coney
Island hot dogs. The story begins with Greek immigrants selling hot dogs
from carts and develops into hundreds of Detroit area restaurants run by
people of many nationalities. The book explains why Coney Islands, which
have deep roots in many places, found favor in Detroit as they have nowhere
else in the world. The authors will discuss the families and individuals that
stand behind the counters, and are often the owners, and the pride they take
in serving up Metro Detroit’s favorite food.

MAY 16,2012 7:30 p.m.

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores
Mike Hauser, Marketing Manager at the Detroit Opera House, presents a
program relating to his latest book, Remembering Hudson’s: The Grand Dame
of Detroit Retailing, co-authored with Marianne Weldon. The J. L. Hudson
Company redefined the way people in our area shopped and enjoyed leisure
time. Many in Metro Detroit share memories of great times spent shopping
and enjoying spectacular events sponsored by Hudson’s. A solid and lofty icon
built by businesspeople who believed in their passion, Hudson’s defined De-
troit’s downtown, creating trends and traditions in consumer culture that still
resonate nationwide. Additionally, it should be noted that company founder,
Joseph L. Hudson was Eleanor Clay Ford’s uncle and Eleanor and Edsel Ford

were married in his home on November 1,1916.

Enjoy dinner in the Cotswold Café prior to this lecture. Reservations encouraged,
313-884-4222.







Grosse Pointe
Historical Society

[ )
established 1945
Summer 2011
Vol. 28 No. 2

Lilac Time at the Chateau Raises Nearly $50,000

Lilac Time at the Chateau, this year’s summer fundraiser, was a wonderful success, raising nearly
$50,000 for the Grosse Pointe Historical Society. A delightful June evening provided the perfect
backdrop for the benefit, held on June 3 at the beautiful lakefront home of Dr. and Mrs. David
and Shery Cotton.

More than 400 guests attended the event. They were greeted with vintage cars and miniature
airplanes on display on the front lawn, in
front of an original French pear tree.
Before they entered the house, the guests
were photographed by John Martin, who
donated his services and a copy of the
photo, which guests picked up at theend D" €4 ygéggﬁfof;e";?q;eiex o
of the evening. acrylic painting done by Izzy Donnelly.

All agreed that the event was wonderful.
'The newly renovated Cotton home was
absolutely stunning. The Monet-inspired
gardens were lovely. Superb wine donated
Jack McCormick at the piano by many friends of the GPHS and a vodka
bar donated by Kozi, plus delicious, international food stations
catered by Lakeland Manor were enjoyed by all. Musicians
strolling throughout the grounds and Jack McCormick on
the grand piano in the great living room added to the festive

air, as guests watched sailboats and freighters glide by on Molly and Mark Valade are flanked
Lake St. Clair by Ken and Susan Kirchner.

“The evening could not have been more of a success,” said
GPHS president Susan Hartz. “Everyone was having a lovely
time and the generosity of the Cottons was marvelous.”
Money raised at the June party goes toward operating
cost at the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center
Donna Hoban, Physician in Chief and maintenance of the Provencal-Weir House, as well as
Beaumont: Rick Swaine, Beaumont programming. “This fundraiser is the most important event

Hospital Director; Chris Stesney- of the year,” said Hartz. “Without it, we would not exist.”
Ridenour, VP of Operations Beaumont

Ed and Marsha Russell

All New Talking Headstones, Sept 8-11

History takes the stage once again as the fourth Talking Headstones
opens on Sept 8 and runs through Sept 11. The annual collaboration
between the Grosse Pointe Historical Society (GPHS) and the Grosse
Pointe Theatre (GPT) is becoming one of the most anticipated events of
the fall. Young and old alike delight in seeing stories of their community
come to life on a specially created stage in the St. Paul Cemetery, lit by
hurricane lamps and torches.

'This year’s production is all new and focuses on Grosse Pointe from the

Peggy Stanton, Ray and Jane Cracchiolo and Grosse 1910s-40s. Stories include:

Continved 6
Pointe Park Mayor Palmer Heenan SRR R



Izzy’s Corner

Ellie Moran given volunteer award
Longtime GPHS volunteer Ellie Moran

was recently awarded the All Star Volunteer
Award by Services for Older Citizens in a
ceremony at the Grosse Pointe Farms Pier
Park. She received this prestigious award for
volunteering at the Alfred B. and Ruth S.
Moran Resource Center for over 20 years.

We are so lucky to have Ellie!

More than 700 students visit
One-Room School this Spring

Introducing children to the delights of
local history is one of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s most important missions.
This year, more children than ever before visited the Provencal-Weir House’s
One-Room School.

In May and June alone, 29 elementary school groups came to the One-Room
School at the Provencal-Weir House. More than 700 passed through the PWH
doors to experience what school might have
been like for Grosse Pointe children
100 years ago!

“My schedule filled up so quickly that I

had to go to one local school to give a Power-

Ellie Moran receives her award from
SOC Executive Director Sharon Maier.

Point presentation to four of their second grade
classes because there were no more spaces
available at the Provencal-Weir House”, said
Izzy Donnelly, the Director of Education.

“The teacher promised to call ahead next
time to book her classes early.” This totaled
33 groups of school children learning the wonderful history of Grosse Pointe and
Pierre and Euphemia Provencal.

The boys love being in the log cabin!

“I was just delighted there were so many first time visitors this spring,” Donnelly
added. “The teachers were just amazed at the local history we offer in our program
and how it all ties so closely to their curriculum. They also loved the fact that the
Provencal-Weir House is so close to their schools. Many groups were able to walk
and carry their lunches over their shoulders.”

Full-day classes for third, fourth, and fifth grades offered a spelling bee and
the winner was awarded a vintage toy from LaBelle’s Country Store. “Some of the
children were worried they would not receive anything to take home, but this year I
supplied each student with a log pen or pencil as a ‘thank you’ gesture for visiting the
One-Room School. Many of the teachers commented afterwards how wonderful the
Provencal-Weir House experience was and that the children especially enjoyed the
pencils and pens,” Donnelly said. The Provencal-Weir House visits are open to all the
schools year round. For details go on our website or call Izzy at 313-884-7010.

New volunteers and assistants help at the GPHS.

This summer brought new faces to GPHS. Mary Ridella and Daniel Kubacki
were assistants at Ribbon Farm Days 2011 and were a tremendous help. William
Dawson started at the Resource Center and is helping with digitizing. Michelle
Agosta continues to be valiant in organizing, cataloging and storing our blue prints.
By the new year we hope to have a list of all the blue prints we have in our possession
on our web site. Izzy DONNELLY
Director or Enpucarion

We need you!

Consider donating your time to help the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour
guide, sales assistant in La Belles Country Store, office
assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

This is an excellent way to learn about local history
and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.

Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

Officers
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Marlene Harle..........c.coooveeniiiiiicn Secrefary

Kay Agney Mary Lighton Shafer
Denis Bouchard Gail Sidlek
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Doug Cordier David Tarrant
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Susan Lewandowski

Honorary Board
Charles Berschback
Patricia R. Colett
Michcel Farley
Lisa Mower Gandelot
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Stuart Grigg

Ronald C. Lamparter
Herman Mozer
Russell H. Peebles
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Michael Skinner
Gail R. Stroh-Marentette
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Photos taken by
Izzy Donnelly

Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p.m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org

CORRECTION
Annual Appeal 2010:
Mr. and Mrs. Jon B. Gandelot



2011 Historic Plaques

English Terrace

English Terrace townhouses, at Rivard, Jefferson Ave.,
and Roosevelt Place, were built between 1926-1929 as
apartments. The builder was John Frazer, who lived on
Washington Rd.

'The building was designed by architect Richard H. Marr,
who was born in Detroit in 1886, and received his degree
in architecture from Harvard. After practicing for two years
in Boston, Marr returned to Detroit where he specialized in
designing homes and apartment buildings. He designed a number of homes in the Palmer Park-Sherwood Forest area, including a
home for William Fisher, one of the founding brothers of the Fisher Body Corporation, in Palmer Woods.

English Terrace was built in the Tudor style with a steeply pitched slate roof featuring cross gables and dormers. The overall
effect is that of a large English country home. The first floor is brick with accents of limestone and clinker brick. The second floor
and parts of the third floor are generally half-timbered, infilled with stucco. The building features tall, narrow, multi-paned
casement windows, usually in multiple groups, and tall, brick chimneys with limestone caps.

Floor plans have similar configurations and most units have up to six bedrooms. All units have four floors, including full
basements. Interiors feature crown moldings, textured plaster, marble hearths, and front and service stairs to the second and
third floors. There is a secluded park area at the rear of the building.

'The building remained as apartments until the 1950s, when the units were converted to individual ownership.

John Kerby Sr. House
'The present house at 310 Kerby has been situated on three different sites along
Kerby Rd. In 1796, John Kerby purchased 120 acres of land from his father-in-law,
James Donaldson, for £120. In 1811, his wife, Alice, also inherited additional
adjacent land upon the death of her father. At one time, the ribbon farm consisted of
242 acres, starting at Lake St. Clair and extending north to the present I-94.
'The original Kerby homestead was a log cabin located on the waterfront of Lake
St. Clair and Kerby Road. At some point, John Sr. build a wooden structure, which is
the core of the house now located at 310 Kerby. He also opened a dirt lane to Mack
Ave. This tree-lined lane, running through the center of the Kerby property later
became know as Kerby Road.
Rufus Kerby, grandson of Alice and John Sr., lived in this house with his wife Catherine Van Antwerp, which was still on the
waterfront. Rufus was the village’s first postmaster and ran a post office and small general store from the home in the late 1800s.
At that time, many Grosse Pointe houses were moved to make room for Jefferson Ave., mansions or Kercheval businesses. This
was the case with the Kerby house. In 1893, Rufus sold the lakefront portion of his tract and moved his house inland on Kerby
near Charlevoix, not far from the Kerby family cemetery. In 1912, the house was sold to his cousin, E.J. Tucker. In 1928, he sold the
acreage to the school system as the site for the “new” Kerby School.
In the 1940s, the house was again moved to the eastern side of Kerby, north of Beaupre, its present location. At that time, reno-
vations included the removal of the long front porch and a brick fagade covered the exterior wooden walls. In 1994 the house still
contained the original mantle and staircase.

355 Lakeland

'This home, designed by Crombie and Stanton, was completed in 1927. It is of the French
Provincial Revival style and features intricate brick work, limestone trimmed windows, an
emphasis of symmetry throughout the facade, and a steeply-pitched slate roof with flared
eaves. The doorway is surrounded by Doric columns that support a simple composite cornice.
'This is the base for an exquisite, oversized stained glass window of the double-masted ship,
the Griffon, which carried the first explorers to Lake St. Clair.
Although records are inconclusive, it appears that the house was build for Henry Monroe
Campbell Jr. The Campbell family history is deeply entrenched in the French roots of Grosse
Pointe and would explain why the image of the Griffon would have been selected for the
stained glass window. The Campbells owned the house until 1951.
Ford Ballantyne, vice president of the Wyandotte Chemical Company, owned the home from 1952 until his death in 1963.
'The longest standing owners have been Tom and Diane Schoenith, who occupied the home from 1976 to 2011. 3



Ribbon Farm Days,
Summer 2011

Once again this summer, the Provencal-Weir house was the place
where young Grosse Pointers could take a break from the trappings
of a 21st century childhood and travel back in time, experiencing
first-hand how their 18" century counterparts would have whiled
away their summer days.

Three two-week sessions of Ribbon Farm Days program were held
during July and August, with about 20 children, ages 6 to 13 yrs. old,
attending. In Session I, they dyed and scented their own soap and
poured them into beautiful decorative molds. Some of the images

lan shoys

the story he

on hjs Buffq Painted

lo Hide Painting. include dolphins, horses, a lighthouse, flowers and many more. Then

the kids created ceramic bowls to put the soap in and painted the pots.
'They baked homemade cornbread and shook whipped cream into
butter. It took about a half an hour for 10 children to form the fresh butter.
In Session II GPHS Director of Education Izzy Donnelly
measured the children’s feet, cut out the felt and then the
children sewed their own custom-fit moccasins. They
decorated them with markers and sewn beads. They
created buftalo hide paintings with Native American
symbols, squeezed fresh grapefruit for a tasty beverage
and made Cinnamon Peach Crisp with fresh peaches.
Three of the mothers asked for the recipe!
In Session ITI, the children made homemade ink from
blackberries, an old Roman recipe. They crushed the berries
and put them through a strainer. Then they added vinegar
bs shows off el and salt and put them in small glass ink jars. They practiced
aper candles she diPP® 5 enmanship from the 18th century on the slate boards, and,
carlier that day- using turkey-feathers quill pens, they wrote on stationary
paper. They melted candle wax in a pot and dipped the wick to make taper
candles. Then they made fresh blueberry crisp and squeezed fresh lemonade.
Lunch was usually on the porch and recess included playing with the
game of graces, hoop and stick, cup and ball, jump rope and the buzz saw.
'They went up to the One-Room School for some lessons and read books
on related topics. On the very hottest day, they had recess inside and
played card games, checkers and pickup sticks.
“Ribbon Farm
Days is a time for
children to slow
down, be creative,
enjoy each other’s
company, play old
fashioned games,
sew, paint, do
ceramics and bake
from scratch,” said
Donnelly. “One
mother told me
she planned her
whole summer

The children proudly display the handmade moccasins. around it. We
have had a Mary Ridella and Daniel Kubacki help as Ava Jacobs draws with

her turkey feather and blacberry ink.

The children proudly show off their
home made soaps.

” ?

4 wonderful time!”



City Survey Update
By Greg Jakub, Chairman, GPHS Preservation Committee.

'The historic survey of approximately 2,300 structures in the City of Grosse
Pointe is the final stage. A team of historic preservationists has been diligently
photographing and documenting architectural data related to the homes and
commercial buildings in Grosse Pointe since early spring. The information that
they collected is now being entered into a data base according to the guidelines
from Michigan’s State Office of Historic Preservation. The end result of the survey
will be a report available to the community on the history and trends that led
to the development of the City’s current built environment. The final report is
planned to be complete in the fall.

'The project’s goal is to create a valuable database that will be a fundamental
resource supporting current and future efforts such as the development of The
Village and potential identification of historic areas. The latter is a strategy
attracting the attention of homeowners, real estate agents and city leaders as a
way to leverage the value of Michigan’s older communities in our very competitive
real estate market.

We are very grateful to the Wilkinson Foundation for its continued support
of our historic survey project. Our plan is to complete the survey of Grosse
Pointe City as the first step in surveying all the Pointes. Ultimately we foresee
creating a rich database of our history and making it accessible to everyone in

our community.

Where are the Joy Bells?

By Izzy Donnelly
If you have driven by Joy Bells Park on Moross

and Grosse Pointe Boulevard you may have
noticed that that the bells are missing. Being
curious I called the Grosse Pointe Farms office
and spoke to City Manager Shane Reeside. He
assured me that the bells were doing just fine.
“We are in the process of repairing the structure,”
he said. “We will replace the cedar shake roof,
repair the mechanism that plays the bells, paint
the structure and clean and re-polish the bells.
We hope to be finished by the end of the year and
this project has been funded by the Grosse Pointe
Farms Foundation.”

'The 15 bells of this carillon were commissioned
in 1929 by Henry B. Joy from the Paccard Foundry in the French Alps for his
estate, Fair Acres. The structure was moved to its present location on Friday, July
3,1992. Every bell contains the inscription of Henry B. Joy, the date 1929, and
the seal and name of the bell-founder: George Paccard et Fils. “Unfortunately,”
writes William De Turk, Assistant Carillonneur/Librarian in Florida’s Bok Tower
Gardens in 1997, “the bells are horribly out of tune because they were not tuned at
the foundry: a practice they discontinued when they
realized the English foundries were tuning bells and getting the world market.
Why Mr. Joy went to this foundry is a mystery”, continues De Turk, “because, as
a member of Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, he would have been exposed to
the 1926 English bells in its tower.” None-the-less, Grosse Pointers have become
accustomed to the out-of-tune bells and will welcome their return. Soon the Joy

Bells will be ringing again.

Welcome New
Board Members

Susan Lewandowski
and Dave Tarrant

Susan Lewandowski
grew up in Dearborn, but
has lived in the Grosse
Pointes since 1982. She
graduated from the
University of Michigan with
a degree in Political Science.
After college, she earned a
Juris Doctor degree from
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and
began a career with the federal government.
She retired in September 2010, from
the U.S. Army Tank -Automotive and
Armaments Life Cycle Management
Command (TACOM) in Warren, Michigan,
after almost 33 years of federal service.
During the last ten years, she was the Chief
of the Business Law Division, supervising
25 attorneys with responsibility for the
legal sufficiency of the billions of dollars of
contracts awarded by TACOM.
Lewandowski joined the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society in the mid 1980s. She is
a member of Soroptimists International of
Grosse Pointe and an active member of both
the Fine Arts Society of Detroit and the
Theatre Arts Club. Also, she has recently
joined Grosse Pointe Friends and Neighbors
and is enjoying widening her circle of friends
in the Grosse Pointe communities.
Dave Tarrant was
educated in history — both
undergraduate and graduate
studies. After obtaining a
B.A.in History, he joined a
Ph.D. program in History
of Technology. His on-go-
ing hobby project is original
research into the use and
fate of all B-17 aircraft (over 1000) that
continued to be used by U.S. forces in the
post-World War II period. He also maintains
a considerable collection of archival material
in automotive history, and enjoys making a
study of it.
Since 1993 Dave spent time serving the
Detroit Historical Museum in a variety of

Continued on page 6
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Sponsors for Lilac Time at the Chateau

ROSE LEVEL SPONSORS
Russell Development Company

Molly and Mark Valade

Enjoying the evening on the lake

RHODODENDRON LEVEL SPONSORS
Beaumont

Gandelot & Associates

Alan Marschke Oriental Rug Gallery
John A. and Marlene Boll Foundation
Carolyn Candler and Charles Leahy

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond M. Cracchiolo
Kozi Vodka

Richard and Jane Manoogian Foundation
The Charles R. Whitney Foundation
Talmer Bank and Trust

Mrs. Ruth Glancy

Maud Lyon and David Tarrant

PEONY LEVEL SPONSORS
Du Mouchelle

Ray Laetham Buick GMC
Northern Trust Bank

Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Alandt
Diane and Doug Dossin

$2500.00
2500.00

1000.00
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00 (in kind)
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00
1000.00

500.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
500.00

Dr. Cheryl Wesen and Dr. Richard Baumgarten 500.00

Dr. Clark J. Okulski

IN-KIND
Hosts — Dr. and Mrs. David Cotton

Loan of Cars — John and Michael Forster
Loan of Model Airplanes — Stefek’s Litd.

500.00

Entertainment — Jack McCormick at the Piano

Public Relations—Ann Marie Aliotta

Welcome New Board Members Susan
Lewandowski and Dave Tarrant

Continued from page 5

volunteer positions, including as a member of the Board of

Trustees. He also worked on the committees that developed

the Motor Cities Exhibit. After spending many years serving

Ford and Navistar in a wide variety of positions in the truck

business, Dave is now CEO of a clean-tech enterprise dedicated

to electric vehicles — LightSpeed Environmental, Inc. He and
his wife, Maud Lyon, have a son, Steve, who is also a Grosse

Pointe resident.

WINE DONATIONS OTHER DONATIONS

David Montgomery Photographs of Guests —

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Peebles John Martin Photography Studio
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Farley Flowers —

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nahra

Painting (gift to hosts) —
Izzy Donnelly

Tom Schoenith (Roostertail)
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hartz
Mr. and Mrs. Peggy Woodhouse
'The Vogels

Gail Sidlek/Lynn Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Higbie

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ermanni

Mrs Kay Agney and
Mr. Bob Lucas

Mr. and Mrs. Sergio Mazza
Michael Woolsey

DOCENTS

Anne Thomas
Marlene Harle
Wendy Jennings
Deborah Voorhees
Bonnie Medura

Dr. Clark Okulski and friend

All New Talking Headstones, Sept 8-11

Confinued from cover

* the beginning
of the Grosse
Pointe
Historical
Society with
one of the
founders,

Ellen Probert;

* the shock of Diego Rivera’s mural commissioned by Edsel Ford,;

Talking Headstones cast 2010.

* a young Julie Harris’s thirst for acting;
* the flu pandemic from WWI featuring the Boone family;
* a dramatic episode during WWI involving the Van Tiem family;

* a love story from WWII featuring Lawrence Kennedy, former
Grosse Pointe school administrator; and

* the death of the “Lone Ranger” featuring former Grosse Pointe
Farms police chief Joseph Trombley.

Free parking is available at G. P. United Methodist Church,
211 Moross, just across the street from the cemetery. Attendees
must bring their own chairs and make certain to wear appropriate
clothing for the weather. A flash light is also recommended for
exiting. Show times are 8:00 p.m. every evening.

Tickets are $10.00 for members of GPT or GPHS and
$15.00 for nonmembers. For tickets call Grosse Pointe Theatre at
881-4004.



Izzy’s Saturday Events
2011-2012

All Saturday events will take place from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at
the Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval. (Please note that some
events are not on the second Saturdays and dates are subject to
change.) Refreshments will be served. Cost is $15.00 per session for
members, $20.00 for non-members. Reservations must be made by

the Thursday before each event. Ask for Izzy ar 313-884-7010.

Sept. 17

Come and make Caramel Apples drizzled with chocolate!
We will use Granny Smith Apples to dip in melted caramel
and then drizzle them with chocolate! Ages 6+

October 22

Make Bat-O’-Lanterns, Frank-O’-Lanterns and Ghost-O’-
Lanterns using small pumpkins, paint and craft foam.
Turn these small Jack-o’-Lanterns into a spooky fun
Halloween scene. Ages 7+

Nov. 12

Decorate four Napkin Rings made with mini-wreaths adorned
with hand designed leaves for your Thanksgiving dinner table.
Ages 8+

Dec. 10

Homemade Christmas Candy. Come and hammer candy canes
in a zip lock bag, melt white chocolate and pour them into
Christmas molds. These delights will be enjoyed by the entire
family during the holiday season. Ages 6+

Jan.14

Make you very own Snowman Kit using Fimo Soft
Polymer Clay. We’ll make black coal eyes, an orange carrot
nose, a brown pipe, small black circles for a mouth and three
large colored buttons. We'll finish with a felt scarf for the
perfect custom made snowman! Ages 8+

Feb. 11
Bake Heart Shaped Chocolate Chip Cookies for the Valentine
season and learn about the history of Valentine’s Day. Ages 7+

March 10

Hand Sew and Stuff your very own Polar Bear made out of
white felt. Children must have a basic knowledge of stitching.
Ages 8+

April 21

Come and greet spring by making Floral Homemade Soaps.
This “melt and pour” goat’s milk soap is creamy and there will
be different colors and scents to add. Ages 8+

May 12
Paint your very own beautiful Bird House to hang in your own
back yard! Ages 7+

lan is ready to take a bite of his After the Bite
‘Crunchy the Snowman’

Thank You Donors

DONATIONS
Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation

City of Grosse Pointe Farms

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy I11
McGregor Fund

MEPAC Match Program

IN MEMORY
Bodman PLC in memory of Jessie Farquhar Davies

GIFTS

Mrs. Catherine A. Elton
1935 Grosse Pointe High School Class Ring

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. Fruehauf, Jr.
“The Harvey C. Fruehauf Story — No Ceiling on Effort”

Mr. Robert Hackathorn

Grosse Pointe Savings Passport and Checkbook and
Real Estate Pamphlet “Eastmoreland”

Mrs. Marlene Harle
Antique High Chair

M. Jay Hunter

Photos and CD of Lake Shore Road

Photos of Detroit and Grosse Pointe Country
Club, McMillan and Newberry Estates

Mr. Ernie Kurschat
Milk Creek Memories (oral history by Chet Redpath)

Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick
White Fold-out Table

Mirs. Nancy Renick
Store Sign of “Jack Tarpley — Interiors — Antiques”

Mrs. Eric VanderHagen
Two leather-bound scrapbooks from Cercle Dramatique
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21,2011 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road,

Grosse Pointe Farms

Mike Davis presents a program relating to his latest book,

The St. Clair River. This river is one of the world’s greatest natural
waterways and a key link in the Great Lakes. This book covers
the area’s recorded history from the 17% century to the present.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19,2011 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road,

Grosse Pointe Farms

Jack Dempsey presents a program relating to his new book,
Michigan and the Civil War: A Great and Bloody Sacrifice, in
recognition of the sesquicentennial of the American Civil War in
which Michigan lost over 14,000 residents. On May 16, 1861,
only a month after the war began members of the First Michigan
Regiment marched into Washington, D.C. The arrival of the
regiment, the first from a western state, was met with jubilation
and they were invited to an audience with President Lincoln.

It was then, popular lore has it, the President exclaimed, “Thank
God for Michigan.”

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16,2011 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road,

Grosse Pointe Farms

Anthony J. Yanik presents a program relating to his latest book
The Fall and Recapture of Detroit in the War of 1812: In Defense of
William Hull, just in time for the bicentennial of the opening
campaign of the War of 1812 in Detroit, a location the War
Department considered one of the significant launching points
for the invasion of Canada. Detroit’s surrender only two months
after the declaration of war shocked the nation and led to the
court-martial of Brigadier General William Hull. Hull was
sentenced to death — the only commanding general ever to receive
such a sentence in U.S. military history. Yanik’s book exams and
reconsiders Hull’s abrupt surrender and the general’s defense that
the decision was based on sound humanitarian grounds.

MARCH 21,2012 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road,

Grosse Pointe Farms

Jim Conway, Grosse Pointer and Site Manager of Detroit’s
Historic Fort Wayne, presents a program entitled 4 Hidden
History: the Story of Springwells in Southwest Detroit relating to

the section of the City of Detroit formerly known as Springwells
Twp. (site of historic Fort Wayne) and its connections with Native
Americans for more than 1,000 years. From the ancient Woodland
Indians to the French and British colonial-era villages to the War
of 1812, a chain of significant events occurred in this area that
Conway will explain in vivid detail.
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APRIL 18,2012 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road,

Grosse Pointe Farms

Detroit Free Press reporters Joe Grimm and Katherine Yung
present a program relating to their latest book, Coney Detroit

(to be published in March 2012), that explains why Detroit
became the world capital for Coney Island hot dogs. The story
begins with Greek immigrants selling hot dogs from carts and
develops into hundreds of Detroit area restaurants run by people
of many nationalities. The book explains why Coney Islands,
which have deep roots in many places, found favor in Detroit as
they have nowhere else in the world. The authors will discuss
the families and individuals that stand behind the counters, and
are often the owners, and the pride they take in serving up Metro
Detroit’s favorite food.

MAY 16,2012 7:30 p.m.

Edsel &5 Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore Road,

Grosse Pointe Shores

Mike Hauser, Marketing Manager at the Detroit Opera House
presents a program relating to his latest book, Remembering Hudson:
The Grand Dame of Detroit Retailing, co-authored with Marianne
Weldon. The J. L. Hudson Company redefined the way people in
our area shopped and enjoyed leisure time. Many in Metro Detroit
share memories of great times spent shopping and enjoying
spectacular events sponsored by Hudson’s. A solid and lofty icon
built by businesspeople who believed in their passion, Hudson’s
defined Detroit’s downtown, creating trends and traditions in
consumer culture that still resonate nationwide. Additionally, it
should be noted that company founder, Joseph L. Hudson was
Eleanor Clay Ford’s uncle and Eleanor and Edsel Ford were married
in his home on November 1, 1916.

Enjoy dinner in the Cotswold Café prior to this lecture.
Reservations encouraged, 313-884-4222.







Grosse Pointe
Historical Society
established 1945

Spring 2011
Vol. 28 No. 1

Lilac Time at the Chateau

Friday, June 3,2011 ~ 7 p.m.

A benefit for the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
at a 1927 European-style Estate on Lake St. Clair
Sumptuous strolling supper with music in the Monet-inspired garden

Docent-led house tours ~ Vintage autos and planes
Jack McCormick at the grand piano ~ Vodka tasting table ~ White glove wine bar

This year’s summer fundraiser
is taking place in the fabulous
lakefront home built in 1927 for
Ross W. Judson, former president
of the Continental Motors Corp.,
and aviation pioneer. The home
was designed by noted architect
Wallace Frost in the French manor
home style.

No expense was spared when
the home was built, and current
owners, Dr. and Mrs. David Cotton,
have lovingly restored the manor to ¥
its original grandeur. ‘

Pointes of History Celebration
May 10

The public is invited to celebrate the rich architectural
history of Grosse Pointe at this year’s Pointes of History
Celebration on Tuesday, May 10, 7 p.m. at the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial. Three structures will be awarded historical
plaques at this annual event designed to recognize the historic
and architectural integrity of Grosse Pointe’s built environment.

“This celebration is a chance to share the pride we feel with
other homeowners in our historic community,” said Greg Jakub,
chairman of this year’s GPHS historic Plaque Committee.

'The Plaque Committee researches structures throughout
the year. The research reveals a profile of the buildings
considered for plaques.

This includes the structures’ origins, occupants over the
years, architectural styles, modifications, renovations and

historical significance.
Continved on page 5

'The meticulously landscaped grounds,
inspired by Monet’s garden in Giverny,
France, are a special source of pride.

The theme of the party, taken from
the title of the 1928 movie Lilac Time,
celebrates the aviation and gardening
passions of the original and current
owners. Lilac Time is set in a French
village where a lilac farm has been
turned into a British airfield during
World War 1.

RSVP early — attendance is limited.
. Call (313) 884-7010 for information

L

Painting by lzzy Donne/ly. and reservations.

Historical Society Forms
Now Online!

Requesting historical research through the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society is now just a mouse click away! The GPHS
has put many of its forms on line for the convenience of the
community.

Simply log on to the GPHS website and click on the
“Forms” link on the left. Visitors can request historic research,
get permission to use a photo, rent the Provencal-Weir House,
and, of course, become a member or make a donation — all over
the Internet.

An added feature for members of the GPHS is one hour of
research free.

“We really think having these forms on line will make things
so much easier for our members and for residents of the commu-
nity,” said GPHS President Susan Hartz. “Hopefully more people
will visit our website and see the great things we have to offer.”
Visit www.gphistorical.org today!



Izzy’s Corner

When you stop in the Resource Center you will find
many of our wonderful volunteers hard at work filing,
researching and organizing. We could not get our work
done without them and we would like to thank them for
their diligent work.

Aulga Prokopowicz — Keeps track of all newspaper and
magazine articles written about the GPHS and brings
them in to file. Aulga has been coming for over 25 years!

Aulga Prokopowicz

Ellie Moran — Comes in on Thursday mornings

and helps with filing and organizing our index

cards and photographs. Ellie has been a volunteer for
over 25 years!

Susan Bologna — Comes
in on Tuesdays and does
research for people who

Ellie Moran

call and e-mail with requests. She has been coming

for 2 years.

Pam Scanlan — Comes in on Tuesdays as well and does
research for people who call and e-mail with requests.
She has been coming for 4 years.

.|
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Janice Hendrie — She has
been filing real-estate files
from a new accession given
in December 2010. She
started with us in July 2010.

Pam Scanlon

Cindy Safran — Assists Helga with filing.
She has been here for over a year and a half.

Janice Hendrie

Michelle Agosta — Just started with us and has been helping us organize our blue
print collection.
Volunteers on our Second Saturdays

Russell Peebles — Gives tours at the PWH. He trained Izzy for tours and is an
excellent tour guide.

Izzy DoNNELLY
Director or Enpucarion

Susan Budrys — Gives tours of the PWH and also helps Izzy with Second Saturdays.

We need you!

Consider donating your time to help the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour
guide, sales assistant in La Belles Country Store, office
assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

This is an excellent way to learn about local history
and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.

Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

Officers

SUSAN HAMZ. ... President
Jack McCormick. .Vice President-Administration
Stuart Grigg ...... ... Vice President-Development
Susan Bologna.......c.ccovueneee. Vice President-Education
Herman Mozer... Vice President-Preservation

Steve Vella.........cccovvvviiieeeicceeeee Treasurer
Marlene Harle..........c.coooveveiiiiiic Secrefary
Kay Agney Greg Jakub

Denis Bouchard Maud Lyon
Susan Budrys Mary Lighton Shafer
Carolyn Candler Gail Sidlek
James Conway Paul J. Sloan
Doug Cordier Elizabeth Soby
Valerie Dodenhoff Scott Vandemergel
Doug Dossin Elizabeth Vogel
Debbie Graffius Peggy Woodhouse

Honorary Board
Charles Berschback Ronald C. Lamparter
Patricia R. Colett Herman Mozer
Michael Farley Russell H. Peebles
Lisa Mower Gandelot Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Nancy Griffin Michael Skinner
Stuart Grigg Gail R. Stroh-Marentette

Director of Education Curator Emeritus

Izzy Donnelly Jean Dodenhoff
Administrator Webmaster
Helga Liedtke Jay Hunter

Moorings Editor
Ann Marie Aliotta

Parliamentarian
Andrea Weyhing

Photos taken by
Izzy Donnelly

Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p-m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org




Ribbon Farm Days 2011

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is bringing back its
popular summer series for children, Ribbon Farm Days.

Give your children (or grandchildren) an opportunity
to experience what Grosse Pointe summers were like for
children in the 1800s. Polly Wolly Doodle your way to soap
making, dyeing cotton fabric with berries and flowers,
weaving, hand sewing, candle making, walks after lunch and
playing with vintage toys. Imagine what it was like for boys
and girls to live in one of Grosse Pointes original Ribbon
Farm homes.

Four separate two-week sessions will take place at the
Provencal-Weir House c. 1823 in June, July and August,
providing arts and crafts, storytelling, vintage games, baking,
and singing songs of yesterday. Come and join the fun!

Session I - June 21, 23, 28, and 30

Make soap in various colors and molds, bake homemade
cornbread from scratch adorned with churned (shaken) fresh
butter and Michigan honey, make a coil ceramic dish/vase,
squeeze fresh grapefruit for a refreshing beverage and then
learn the history of the Provencal-Weir House.

Session I1-July 5,7,12, and 14

Sew your own moccasins, make Cinnamon Peach Crisp
with fresh Michigan peaches and real whipped cream, do a
buftalo hide painting, make fresh limeade, and learn about the
Fox Indian Battle at Windmill Pointe in Grosse Pointe Park.

Session III - July 19, 21, 26, and 28
Dip beeswax candles, make Blueberry

Crisp from scratch with Michigan

blueberries, trim a quill pen to write

with and make your own dye for ink,

prepare fresh pink lemonade, and learn

what school and life was like for pioneer

children in the 1800.

Dyed cotton strands hanging to dry RFD 2010

Session IV - August 2,4, 9,and 11

Dye yarn using berries, herbs and other items from nature,
make fresh Cherry Cobbler with Michigan grown cherries,
do a weaving with the dyed yarn, paint a snake gourd, make

fresh pink lemonade and learn the history of the Grosse
Pointe’s Ribbon Farms.

Each two week session is for children ages around 7 to 10 yrs.
old. All sessions are on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 am
to 3:00 pm.

Children must bring their own bag lunches. An assortment of
snacks and refreshments will be served daily.

FEE: Members $160, Non-members $180. All fees are
per child/session.

IF you sign up for 2 sessions, the second session will be
$135.00 for members, $155.00 for non-members.

IFyou sign up for three and/or four sessions the zhird and
Jfourth session (on top of signing up for sessions I & II) fee
will be $125.00 for members and $145.00 for non-members
for sessions I1I & IV.

Please call GPHS for more information at (313)-884-7010.

Children Experience One-Room School

'This May and June will bring many schools to the
Provencal-Weir House for their spring field trips. Over 20
classes are coming to visit our One-Room School. Some are
return visitors and others are newcomers. The children will
wear our period costumes, get a tour of the house (for first
time visitors), and have classes in the One-Room School.
Studies will be based on our state-approved curriculum and
include reading out of our McGufly readers, writing on slate
boards, arithmetic and finish with a spelling bee. The winners
of this year’s spelling bee will be able to select a vintage toy
out of our Labelle Country Store for a prize. Lunch will be
eaten outside (weather permitting) and the children will be
able to play with our updated vintage toys.



Meet our Archivist

Caitlin Clyne

Caitlin Clyne has been ﬂ

providing her services
in the Resource Center

since last spring. She is
completing her graduate
certificate in Archival
Administration from
Wayne State’s School

of Library and Infor-
mation Science and

has an undergraduate
degree from Wayne in
anthropology. She has
worked in the collec-
tions of several museums
and archives, including the Detroit Historical Society, Wisconsin
Maritime Museum, Troy Museum and Historic Village, and the
Detroit Public Library’s Burton Historical Collection. We are so
grateful to have her help and thought 7he Moorings readers would
like to know a little more about her.

How did you first get involved with the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society?

I first came as a researcher, interested in my family’s history in
Grosse Pointe. My Irish great-great aunts came to the area around
1880 and married French ribbon farmers with names like Beaufait
and Beaupre. In spring 2010, I was taking a class in archiving
photograph collections, and requested to do my internship with
the Grosse Pointe Historical Society, as I'd always wanted a chance
to work with their archives. The internship ended, but I remained,
and in September I was officially brought on staff as archivist.

Why are you interested in history?

T've always been interested in history through the stories that
artifacts can tell us. I think that’s what first led me to archaeology.
In school, history can seem dry and distant to many people.

But objects, photographs, and documents provide us with an
immediate connection to the past and the people who came
before us. For example, pioneer life can seem very abstract until
one steps into the Society’s log cabin and feels how cramped
and confining life inside must have been.

What types of things are you doing for the Society?

Over the past six months I've accessioned over 80 percent of
the backlog of donated materials, cataloging items such as photo-
graphs, property abstracts, yearbooks, blueprints and genealogies
into our PastPerfect Museum Software. I've also helped bring
the Society up to modern professional museum standards by
developing a Deed of Gift form for incoming donations, as well
as reproduction/usage forms for materials in the collections. 'm
continually working to make the collections more organized and
accessible for researchers.

Why do you think local history is so important?

Growing up, we learn history on a mainly national or state level,
and it can seem very removed from our own lives. Local history
illustrates how the men and women in our own communities
shaped the future in ways we can personally connect to. For
example, Jacobson’s or Sanders were not national institutions, but
their businesses in Grosse Pointe played important roles in the
lives of thousands of residents, myself included.

How can organizations like the GPHS help preserve and promote
local history?

Aside from collecting and preserving materials of historical
significance, organizations like the GPHS also help preserve and
promote local history by engaging the people in our community
through programs and events. We introduce children to local his-
tory through our One-Room School program, and we reach out
to other community organizations for partnership opportunities.

What can residents do to belp preserve and promote local history?

People often hold a wealth of information about the history of
their own community. Identify residents in your area who have
stories that need to be told and recommend them to local histori-
cal organizations to arrange an oral history recording. Or utilize
your own community knowledge to assist as a volunteer with
research and cataloging in the archives.

You can also support the local historical organizations by attend-
ing sponsored events or historical programs. Better yet, become a
member of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society and receive added
benefits, such as one hour of free research on any local topic, and
special member-only rates for any research thereafter.

Why is local history important to all age groups (senior citizens,
young adults, children)?

Local history has something to offer for every generation, from
teaching the ways of the past to offering visions of the future. It
gives older adults an opportunity to connect to the places and
events that shaped their lives and share the resulting stories. For
children, learning about local history through interactive experi-
ences often creates their first sense of what life was like before the
constant connection of the digital age, and creates a foundation on
which to build their understanding of history.

For the generations in between, local history provides the most
exciting opportunity of all. It gives a context of how people and
events created the world we live in today, and offers lessons and
inspiration for creating a better community in the future through
the decisions we make.

Anything else youd like to add?

I'm incredibly grateful for all the support I've received from
the Grosse Pointe Historical Society. They've placed a great deal
of trust in my capabilities and my input, and the confidence I've
gained from that has become an integral part of my foundation
as a professional. The enthusiastic and dedicated staff and trustees
of the Society are wonderful and I'm very proud of the direction
they are taking the Society in order to grow as both a historical
resource and part of the community.



Valentines Day Party

The Valentines evening held
on February 11, 2011 at the
Provencal-Weir House was
filled with culinary delights
and musical merriment. As the
twenty plus guests arrived they
were greeted with sparkling
Prosecco and Italian antipasti
platters. Chef Doug Cordier
did a demonstration on how to
cook spicy jumbo shrimp sauté
and classic Veal Marsala.
Mark Garmo from Village
Market hosted a wine tasting
event and chocolate truffles
followed the meal. The
evening was topped off with
Jack McCormick playing
romantic love songs on the
piano. People were singing
and dancing the night away.

e

“This was the third and best Valentines Cooking
Demonstration Dinner Party,” said Cordier. “It was such
a great event. Very personal. Everyone was in the mood
to have a special evening.”

Library of Congress Traveling
Exhibit Draws Crowds

More than 1000 people from our community came to visit “Gateway to
Knowledge,” the Library of Congress’ traveling exhibit which was parked
outside of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s Provencal-Weir House
last December.

Housed in a specially-designed 18-wheel truck, the exhibit features
facsimiles of many of the Library of Congress’ top treasures and information
about the millions of resources in the Library’s collection. It is staffed and
driven by two docents well-versed in the Library and its collections, parks
at various universities, libraries, community centers and other public venues.

'The GPHS held a VIP ribbon-cutting ceremony on Friday, December 17,
to open the exhibit, which was open to the public free of charge through
Saturday, December 18.The GPHS was one of only a few stops in Michigan.

Christmas Party

'The GPHS annual Christmas Party Celebration was held on Friday, December 3,
2010, at the Provencal-Weir House. This free event was our way of saying “thank
you” to our members and community for their continued support. The house was
tull of joyful members and guests for punch, sweets and caroling. Our Christmas
tree was decorated with Helga Liedtke’s ornaments
made by her sister in Germany. LaBelle’s Country
Store was open and Penny Soby was busy at the
cash register all night. Hors d'oeuvres were

passed around and a lovely punch was served.

Izzy Donnelly started the evening playing
Christmas Carols on the piano as many of our
guests sang in merriment. Jack McCormick
continued the Christmas spirit on the piano

with his colorful playing and by the end of the
evening our guests did not want to leave. It was

a delightful way to start the Christmas season.

Pointes of History
Celebration May 10

Continued from cover

“Each house has its own fascinating
story to tell starting with who originally
built it, how it changed over the years, or
why it hasn't changed,” Jakub said.

Plaques number 72,73 and 74 will be
awarded at the May 10 event. Current
owners of the homes have been invited
to accept the plaques which will be
mounted on their homes. A slide show
will feature pictures of homes and
buildings that have previously received
plaques since the program was started by
GPHS in 1987. Many owners of homes
that previously received plaques attend
the Celebration event.

A wine and cheese reception will follow
the historic plaque presentation program.

S



Thank You to Our 2011 Donors

DONATIONS
Ms. Susan Allum

Ms. Marlene Harle

Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick
Mr. Joseph Schwartz

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Wilkinson
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Woodhouse

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Mr. Doug Cordier
Mrs. Sally Cudlip

Mr. and Mrs. E. Donaldson

Mr. Mark Garmo (Village Food Market)
Ms. Jackie Kalogerakos

M. James Lloyd

Mr. Herman Mozer

Ms. Valerie Naughton

Mrs. John Park

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Weyhing

Mrs. Peggy Woodhouse

2010 Christmas Party
2010 Christmas Party

Support of Grosse Pointe City Survey Project
2010 Christmas Party

Time to prepare food for our 2011 Valentines Party

Documents of Muir Family

Hat worn by Elizabeth Muir at wedding of Helen Joy Lee

Original photograph of wedding party of Helen Joy Lee

History of Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan

Alumni Perspective (Fall 1982) of

University Liggett School

Grosse Pointe Soccer Association

Yearsbooks and 1974-75 Team Rosters

Wine for the wine tasting at our 2011 Valentines Party

Martin Luther manuscripts and memorabilia

S.A.E. Handbook — 1931 Edition

Seven photographs depicting installation of Slate Chalk Board at Provencal-Weir House
Genealogy Documents of Cadieux Family

Photos of Stores on Mack Avenue from the Estate of Wally Toles (Toles Real Estate)

School District Artifacts, Real Estate Information and Photos,
Anecdotal Family Memories

Grosse Pointe High School Viewpoints and Miscellaneous documents

Authentic Slate Chalk Boards
Installed in One-Room Schoolhouse

Herm Mozer is admittedly a bit of a scavenger. His house
on Maumee, once the carriage house on the John and Anna
Dwyer Estate (now Lakeland Ave,) is full of materials and
resources he got from houses and buildings in Grosse Pointe
and Detroit that were
being torn down. He has
dedicated himself to
restoring this house, where
he has lived since 1968,
using much of these items.

“I didn't have any money
and I needed materials,”
Mozer said. Also, he didn’t
want these good materials
thrown out. “I knew
someday somebody would
want them. Everything
I've scavenged has gone
to good use.”

Some of Mozer’s most
interesting finds were whole

pieces of slate from chalk boards at the old Maybee School

on Oakland Ave. in Highland Park, which he got when the
building was being torn down about 20 years ago. (Mozer was
working at the Highland Park Chrysler Plant as an automotive
engineer at the time.) The slate is about 3/8” thick and has a
specially ground face that can be written on with chalk.

“This is really neat stuff and I didn’t want to cut it up into
pieces,” Mozer said. So he kept the slate in tact in his home
until a few months ago, when it was installed in the GPHS
One-Room School House.

“It is wonderful to have genuine slate chalk boards in our
schoolroom,” said Education Director Izzy Donnely. “It really
adds to the authenticity of the experience! We are so grateful to
Herm for thinking of us and for hauling it up here. The instal-
lation was no easy task.”

Herm enlisted the help of his bricklayer, Harold Burgett,
to carry the approximately 200-pound piece of slate up the
schoolroom.

“I knew someday it would find a good home,” he said. “I'm

thrilled it was our own Provencal Weir house.”



2010 Annual Appeal

Ms. Judy L. Adams

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph J. Agley
Ms. Kay Agney

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Alandt

Ms. Susan Allum

Mr. and Mrs. G. William Auch
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Balcirak

Mr. David A. Beatty

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Berschback
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Berschback
M. and Mrs. Christopher Blake
Mr. Douglas A. Boehmer

Ms. Antoinette P. Book

Mrs. Herbert Book, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Denis A. Bouchard
Mr. Robert W. Bradley

Mrs. Mary Brieden

Mr. Anthony F. Brinkman

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P. Broderick
Mrs. Wilber M. Brucker, Jr.

M. Arthur W. Bryant

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Bury

Ms. Carolyn Candler and
M. Charles Leahy

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin G. Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Chope

Mr. and Mrs. Edward K. Christian
Mr. and Mrs. Gary A. Colett

Ms. Kimbriel Towar and
Mr. David Colton

Ms. Sheila Connolly

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Conway
Mrs. Ralph Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Cordier

Raymond M. and
Jane E. Cracchiolo Foundation

Mr. James P. Danaher

Mors. David De Vries

Mr. and Mrs. Herold M. Deason
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Decker, Jr.
Mrs. Dorothy Denomme

Mr. and Mrs. John E. DeWald
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Diehl, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. McGregor Dodds
Ms. Jean Dodenhoff

Mr. and Mrs. John Donnelly
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Dossin
Mrs. William L. Drennen

Mrs. Robert Dupuis

Mr. and Mrs. Brian D. Ebner

Mrs. Robert Edgar in memory of
Robert G. Edgar

Mrs. Allen F. Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Exley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Farley

Mis. William Farquhar in memory of
William E. Farquhar

Ms. J. Kay Felt
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Fiedler

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred J. Fisher I11
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Fisk

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Flom

Mrs. Warren A. Florance

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Forster

Mrs. William R. Fulgenzi in memory of
Dr. William Fulgenzi

Mr. William Y. Gard

Mrs. Max Gardner

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Gilbride, Jr.
Ms. Anne Ginn

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert E. Gove in
memory of Michael Carey

Mr. Stuart W. Grigg

Grosse Pointe Symphony
Orchestra Society

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Hackathorn, Jr.
in memory of Techa Hackathorn

Mr. and Mrs. Verne Hampton II
Ms. Marlene Harle

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hartz

M. and Mrs. Michael Hendrie

Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Herbert
M. and Mrs. Michael D. Hollerbach
Mrs. Richard F. Huegli

Ms. Barbara Huntley

Mr. David Janssen

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jarvis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Jay

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Jennings, Jr.
Ms. Joy E. Johnson

Mr. Thomas G. Jordan

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Kay
in memory of Doug Roby

Mr. Stephen Kelley, President

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Kosinski

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Kosmatka

M. and Mrs. Richard W. Lambrecht, Jr.
Mr. Paul Lavins

Mr. A. Gerard Leone

Dr. and Dr. James W. Lepczyk

M. and Mrs. Dennis Levasseur

Dr. Susan M. Lewandowski

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J. Liedtke

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lindow

Mr. Donald A. Lindow

Ms. Judy Lundell

Mrs. Kathryn MacKay

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Maitland, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Sean H. Maloney

Mr. and Mrs. Dutch L. Mandel
in memory of Olivia and
Leon Mandel

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Manoogian
Col. and Mrs. Michael V. Marston
Ms. Olivera Mazza

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. McBrien

Mr. and Mrs. Graham McCabe
Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. McKnight
Ms. Mary McLeod

Mr. Alex McLuckie

Mr. and Mrs. James T. McMillan 1T
Mrs. Donald R. McPhail

Mr. and Mrs. H. Hudson Mead
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Mercier

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Michael
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Miller
Dr. Helen Minichelli

Ms. Patricia F. Mogk

Mrs. Charles R. Moon

Mr. and Mrs. Manuel J. Moroun
Mr. Herman E. Mozer

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mullen

Mr. and Mrs. James Mullins

Ms. Karen Nardone

Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. Neuder
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Nicholson

Ms. Barbara Nickles in memory of
Michael R. Nickles

Mrs. Robert L. Nugent

Mr. Mark O’Brien

Mr. and Mrs. James O’Connor

Dr. Clark J. Okulski

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin J. Paddock 11T
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Payne

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Pegg

Mr. and Mrs. C. Kenneth Perry, Jr.,
in honor of Susan Hartz

Mrs. Elliott H. Phillips

Mr. Don Pierce

Mr. and Mrs. Michel J. Pilorget
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Prokop
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rands IIT
Mr. and Mrs. Shane Reeside
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Reeve

Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ritok, Jr.
Mr. Thomas C. Rivard

Mrs. Douglas F. Roby, Jr.

Mr. Brandon M. Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Rohr
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Roney
Mrs. Penny Rudolph

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Ruftner

Mr. William M. Rutledge

Mrs. Evelyn Clare Sammut in
memory of Pauline and
George Martin

Mrs. Sylvia S. Sanders

Ms. Paula Sutton Sarvis

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Schroeder

Mr. James L. Schroth

Ms. Ruth Schueler

Mr. Joseph Schwartz

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd F. Simpson

Dr. and Mrs.Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Skinner
in memory of Robert Petz

Mr. Kenneth Skurda

Mrs. Marge Slezak in memory of
Mr. G. Slezak

Mr. and Mrs. David Sloss
Mr. Paul W. Smith

Mr.and Mrs. Steven T. Smith
M. Elizabeth Soby

Mr. and Mrs. William Sosnowsky
in memory of Ralph Vigliotti

Mrs. Richard Speer

Mr. Thomas R. Stansfield, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. F. Robert Steiger
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy S. Strey
Mrs. Charles C. Sullivan I1T
Mrs. L. Carl Sultzman

Mr. and Mrs. ]. Gerard Teagan
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Teitge
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Thibodeau, Jr.
Mrs. Anne Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. David Thomas
Mrs. Patricia Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Loren J. Tibbitts
Ms. Marana Tost

Mr. David M. Trebing

Dr. and Mrs. John Tulloch

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Van Dusen 11
in honor of Lisa Gandelot

Mr. Scott Vandemergel in honor of
the Legacies of the Pointe
Charter Group

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Vansile

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Vella
Ms. Mary Vitolins

Mr. and Mrs. Clune Walsh

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Walworth, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gail L. Warden

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D Warner
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Watson
Mrs. Donna Weinle

Dr. and Mrs. Fred W. Whitehouse
Ms. Bethine S. Whitney

Dr. and Mrs. John H. Williams
Dr. and Mrs. Francis Wilson

Ms. Alison Q. Wolfson

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Woodhouse
in honor of Susan Hartz

Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Younke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zeller
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zmyslowski



Izzy’s Second S o
Saturdays, 2011 o
Permit No. 1387

Please call 884-7010 by the Thursday be-
Jore and ask for Izzy to sign your child up.  ppjished by the

Grosse Pointe Historical Society

May 14,1:00-4:00 p-m. 381 Kercheval Avenue
Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 48236

Come for Candle Making to put in
your own designed Patterned Tin (313) 8847010

Lanterns. Hammer patterns on the (313) 8847699 FAX
tin can and watch it glow at night for

. e-mail: admin@gphistorical.org
your summer pleasure. Cost is $20.00 Web site: www.gphistorical.org

for members/$25.00 for nonmembers.  Hours: Tues. & Wed: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30-4 p.m.

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is so grateful to
board member Russell Peebles for his donation of a
hand-made wool blanket dating back to the Civil War.
The blanket belonged to Peebles’ mother, Florence
Houston Peebles. It was made by Florence’s two
maiden aunts who lived in Blacksburg, VA. Florence
lived with them for a while when she was a child,
after her mother died. They gave her the blanket
which she then passed on to Russell. It is a wonderful
addition to the Provencal-Weir House.

Frontier Metropolis

Wednesday, May 18, 7:30 p.m.

Edsel &3 Eleanor Ford House,
1100 Latke Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

2011

Brian Dunnigan, curator of maps at University of Michigan’s Clements
Library, will present a program relating to his monumental book

(18 x 13 % inches), which includes every known image of Detroit in
the pre-photographic era from its founding in 1701 through 1838.
Included in this book are almost three dozen drawings, which include
all or a portion of Lake St. Clair and the Grosse Pointe area.

Co-sponsors: Edsel & Eleanor Ford House and
Wayne State University Press.
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Wednesday, September 21,2011 7:30 p.m. \
Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Michael W.R. Davis will present a program relating to his latest book (published in July 2011), The St. Clair River, an area that has been
utilized for recreational purposes by generations of Grosse Pointers. This river, separating Michigan from Ontario, is one of the world’s
greatest natural waterways and a key link in the Great Lakes chain. This book covers the river’s recorded history from the French fur
trappers of the 17th century to the resorts like the Old Club, with its many Grosse Pointe members, to the modern ocean going ships
which connect the area directly with the rest of the world.

Wednesday, October 19, 2011 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Jack Dempsey will present a program relating to his new book (published in April 2011), Michigan and the Civil War: A Great and Bloody
Sacrifice in recognition of the sesquicentennial of the of the American Civil War in which Michigan lost over 14,000 residents.

On May 16, 1861, only a month after Union troops surrendered Fort Sumter, members of the First Michigan Regiment marched into
Washington, D.C. The mere arrival of the regiment, the first from a western state, was met with jubilation and they were invited to an
audience with President Lincoln, and it was then, popular lore has it, the President exclaimed, “Thank God for Michigan.”

His utterance would turn out to be prophetic in the long war ahead, as time and time again the courageous interdiction of Michigan forces
would turn defeat into victory for the Union. Michigan’s role in the war continued to the very end, when the 4th Michigan Cavalry captured
the Confederate President, Jefferson Davis as he was escaping to Florida, effectively putting an end to any further hostilities.

Wednesday, November 16,2011 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Anthony J. Yanik will present a program relating to his latest book (published in September 2011) The Fall and Recapture of Detroit in the
War of 1812: In Defense of William Hull just in time for the bicentennial of the opening campaign of the War of 1812 in Detroit, a location
the War Department considered one of the significant launching points for the invasion of Canada.
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Detroit’s surrender only two months after the declaration of war shocked the nation and led to the court-martial of Brigadier General William
Hull. Hull was sentenced to death—the only commanding general ever to receive such a sentence in U.S. military history. Mr. Yanik's book
exams and reconsiders Hull's abrupt surrender and the general’s defense that the decision was based on sound humanitarian grounds. )
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Library of Congress Traveling Exhibit
Stops at Historical Society

'The Library of Congress’s traveling exhibit “Gateway to
Knowledge” rolls into Grosse Pointe at the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society, 381 Kercheval.

'The exhibit, housed in a specially-designed 18-wheel
trailer, has been bringing treasures and information from the
Library of Congress into cities and towns across America
since September. “Gateway” parks in front of the Provencal-
Weir House, 376 Kercheval Ave, on Friday, December 17,
from 4:00-9:00 p.m. and Saturday, December 18, from
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. The exhibit is free to the public.

A VIP ceremonial ribbon-cutting will take place at
4:00 p.m. on Friday. A strolling cocktail party and open
house follow in the Provencal-Weir house.

'The Gateway exhibit brings facsimiles of many of the
Library of Congress’s top treasures and information about
the millions of resources in its unparalleled collections. It is

Continued on page 3

New Outflow Pipes Installed at

Provencal-Weir House

Tom Singelyn, the unofficial “house manager” for the
Provencel-Weir house, oversaw an important project this
summer, finishing the pipe replacement project that started a
few years ago. New fresh water input pipes were installed then
by Art Tucker & Son Excavating, replacing ones from the early
1900s which were plugged with roots and constricted due to
oxidation and broken tiles. This final stage was for outgoing

: waste water pipes, again
installed by Art Tucker. “They
have been very generous with
the GPHS,” Singelyn said.
“They are very civic-minded
people.” Singelyn added that
they were wonderful to work
with. “I hope they realize
how much we appreciate
Art Tucker’s generosity.

'The Grosse Pointe Historical
Society works very hard for
our funding, so support like
this is really important.”

00rings

Society Celebrates 65 Years

'The Grosse Pointe community came out in full force
to celebrate the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s 65th
Anniversary on October 9. Young and old enjoyed the

sunshine while sampling homegrown Michigan refreshments
including Vernor’s and Faygo pop, Sanders ice cream treats,

Continued on page 5

GPHS Receives Two
Generous Grants

Two recent grants to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society will
be instrumental in funding day-to-day operations of the organiza-
tion as well as a specific project.

A $10,000 Kresge Foundation grant, to be distributed over a
two-year period, will provide general operating support. The first
half of the grant was awarded in August; the second $5,000 will
be paid in October 2011.

'The Wilkinson Foundation, endowed by Grosse Pointe residents
Warren and Mireille Wilkinson, awarded the GPHS a $5,000
grant to continue work on an important survey of the “built
environment” of the of the City of Grosse Pointe. This on-going
project has received continued support from the Wilkinsons.

“We are immensely grateful for the generosity of both these
organizations,” said GPHS President Susan Hartz. “Their support
will allow us to continue providing our important services and
programs to the community and to keep Grosse Pointe history alive.”



We need you!

®
G P H S P rOfI Ie . Consider donating your time to help the Grosse

Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour

1 1 uide, sales assistant in La Belle’s Country Store, office
1KC nner & y Store, off

assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
For countless members of our community, the Dr. Frank Bicknell Lectures provide event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

informative, insightful, and entertaining glimpses into a wide variety of subjects dThiS i?ban exceuentGway toplefﬁﬂ a}EJO‘}t local history
having to do with our fascinating past. Since 1992, current GPHS Honorary Board anc contribute to our Lrosse Fointe heritage.
Member Mike Skinner has been involved in the lecture series committee, chairing it Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

for most of this time. He has also been a speaker on several occasions. Mike is a dedicated Officers
volunteer whose passion for local history has benefitted the entire community. Susan HOrZooooo President
Mike was asked to join the board in 1990 by Jean Dodenhoff, GPHS Jack McCormick.......... Vice President-Administration
. . Stuart Grigg .....cveeeeinas Vice President-Development
curator from 1982-2000, after getting to know her over the previous few years Susan Bologna..........coo.... Vice President-Education
when he located and donated artifacts and Dodge and Ford related books for ?;;":\’Zel?;‘“e“" - Vice P’es'de"*'P'e;z:?::’e’:
the Society’s collection. He grew up in Detroit very close to Grosse Pointe and Marlene Harle............vv.ccceoeoereeeeeeceereree. Secretary
has always loved Lake St. Clair and the great mansions and architecture found Kay Agney Greg Jakub
in this beautiful community. His father worked for WJBK Radio and TV and Dsenis Bcguzhurd " MLGUP? L)'osnh :
he passed his love for Detroit and area history to Mike, as did his mother and Cq:;f;,?] Cuur:é'fer a%(;lcﬁ S?dT|ek arer
her love of classical architecture. . James Conway Paul J. Sloan
Continued on page 7 Doug Cordier Elizabeth Soby
Valerie Dodenhoff Scott Vandemergel
Doug Dossin Elizabeth Vogel
Debbie Graffius Peggy Woodhouse
View From The President Honorary Board
Charles Berschback Ronald C. Lamparter
. .. Patricia R. Colett Russell H. Peebles
This has been a very busy and exciting fall for the Michael Farley Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Grosse Pointe Historical Society. On September 10 and Lisa Mower Gaﬁndelot |MicheleIhSkinner
. . N Griffi Gail R. Stroh-M
12th Talking Headstones took place once again on the s:::r); G:i'g;" ot R. Stroh-Marentette
grounds of St. Paul Cemetery located on Moross Rd. e
. R Director ot Education Curator Emeritus
'H.le Rlay vias produced b)‘l ITIz%rry Burkey and directed by Susan Harts lzzy Donnelly Jean Dodenhoff
his wife, Janie Burkey. This joint venture held by GPHS Administrator Webmaster
and the Grosse Pointe Theatre brought in over 300 people. Brand Helga Liedtke Jay Hunter
new scripts were written by Grosse Pointe Theatre members with the Pojiamenfo[]ian Moorings Eol|iior
. . . A Weyhi Ann Marie Aliott
assistance of local playwright Kim Carney. Much of the research was done at Lo nn fdne Aletd
the Alfred B. & Ruth S. Resource Center and some of the stories included Not Yet 2a Member? Want to donate?
Josephine Alger, Miss Kitty Scanlon and the Legend of Windmill Pointe. el o el o
Saturday, September 25, View of Fairview was hosted by Nick Sinacore, a convenient way to do both.
Kiki Herfert and Ken Schramm. The bus toured through the former Village Select the link
of Fairview, an area that encompassed Grosse Pointe Park and beyond. “Join & Support GPHS.”
‘There were three bus tours during the day and all were completely sold 'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society

Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,

> . .
out. Absopure’s Bill Young underwrote the bus and we told him we sold 376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday

out so quickly that we had to get a “bigger bus.” Mr. Young was more than of each month during special events, and by
gracious to accommodate us with the larger bus. appointment.

On October 9th we celebrated Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s 65th gg; ﬁlfre}? B-I”‘Xd Suilh S Mf;fandResouéce iy
Anniversary with an open house at the Provencal-Weir House. This event Wedn:fia;vlao:o‘(;eﬁ\s/ﬁ%o i D
was full of Michigan made food products and music by Ben Steel (and his p-m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.

Bare Hands). Tours of the PWH were given all afternoon and items were Website: www.gphistorical.org

purchased at La Belle’s Country Store.
Susan Hartz will present Her talk

“Glorious Gardens of Grosse Pointe” to
your organization or group. The Power-
Pointe presentation is filled with images
of historic properties and gardens of old
Grosse Pointe. Call the Grosse Pointe
Historical Soceity for information.

The Library of Congress’ Gateway to Knowledge new traveling exhibition
comes through Grosse Pointe on Friday, December 17 and Saturday,
December 18. The GPHS is honored to sponsor this event to continue
“keeping history alive.”



What’s New at the Resource Center and Provencal-Weir House?

If you haven't stopped by the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center in the past few months, you might not
recognize the place. We have updated and upgraded the facility, giving it a bit of a “facelift” inside and out. Thanks so much to

Phil Filkin, our new “handy man,” who has been hard at work on a number of projects. He made all four of our computers

compatible with each other and consolidated our phone/fax lines for a savings of $300 a year. Phil installed a new internet

security system that will save $160 per year.

Besides updating our technology, Phil has undertaken a number of refurbishments to the Resource Center. He sanded
and re-stained the front door making it weatherproof and beautiful! He also power-washed the outside of the building.

Our electronic equipment has been
re-arranged for ease and convenience.

And he helped us re-organize and hang
photos, prints, and artifacts on the Resource
Center walls. It has the atmosphere of a
real research library with interesting and
informative artwork on display.

At the Provencal-Weir House, Phil
repaired some of the damage on the side
porch and repainted it. He installed a proper
electrical receptacle in PWH basement for
de-humidifier. We are thrilled to have him!

Library of Congress Traveling Exhibit Stops at

Historical Society

Continued from cover
expected to travel to up to 60 sites in states across the Midwest
and South over the next year.

“We are thrilled to host this fantastic exhibit,” said GPHS
Board Member Elizabeth Vogel. “This is a dream come true.
We are pleased to have the support from the Grosse Pointe
Public Library, Grosse Pointe Public Schools, and the city
of Grosse Pointe Farms in making this stop a success for the
entire community.

“We are especially grateful to Harry Kurtz, president of
MRA, whose company built the custom-designed 18-wheel
trailer that houses the ‘Gateway to Knowledge.” MRA is a
Michigan-based company located in St. Clair Shores. The
Kurtz family members are life-long residents of Grosse
Pointe Shores.”

'The exhibit will include programming especially for
teachers and students and provide relevant and engaging
learning experiences for lifelong learners. The trailer is staffed
and driven by two docents well-versed in the Library and its
collections. The trailer will be parked at various schools,

libraries, community centers and other public venues. The
trailer expands to three times its road width, and visitors
will enter from a central staircase to find several areas of
museum-style exhibits. The exhibition will feature facsimiles
of such treasures as the 1507 Waldseemiiller Map (the first
document to use the word “America”); the 1455 Gutenberg
Bible; the rough draft of the Declaration of Independence,
in Thomas Jefferson’s hand with edits by Benjamin Franklin
and John Adams; the 1962 drawings for the comic book
that introduced Spider-Man to the world; the handwritten
manuscript to jazz pioneer Jelly Roll Morton’s “Frog-i-More
Rag”; and Walt Whitman’s poem “Leaves of Grass.”
Founded in 1800, the Library of Congress is the nation’s
oldest federal cultural institution. The Library seeks to spark
imagination and creativity and to further human understand-
ing and wisdom by providing access to knowledge through its
magnificent collections, programs and exhibitions For more
information, visit www.loc.gov.



Izzy’s Corner

Pierre and Euphemia Provencal, their adopted
children and their livestock on the farm

One of the many pleasures I experience at the GPHS is learning the rich history
that surrounds us. This summer we joined Ancestry.com and I looked for information
on Pierre and Euphemia Provencal. In particular, I was interested to see if I could find
anything about their adopted children. It has been noted that they had 24 adopted
children and before this summer we knew very little about them. How old were they?
When did they arrive? Were they there all at the same time? All we really knew was
that the Provencals educated them, housed them and made them productive citizen in the community. To my delight I found the 1850
and 1860 U. S. Census report on Pierre and Euphemia Provencal and this is what I discovered!

In 1850 Pierre was called Peter and his last name was spelled Prevonsal. He was 53 years old and was a farmer. Euphemia’s name
was spelled Uphemia. She was 36 years old and was a housewife. Catherine, their only daughter, was 8 years old. There was a 95-year
old gentleman who resided at the farm house. His name was John B. Coshwa and he had no property value. There were four adopted
children living on the farm at the time: Theresa Beaubien, aged 18; Caroline Pockett, aged 14; Francis Connor, aged 5; and Richard
Connor, aged 2.

In 1860 Pierre Provencal was 62 years old and was still a farmer. Euphemia was 46 and a housewife with more adopted children.
Catherine Provencal was 18 years old and a seamstress. Celina Vallie was a servant on the farm. She was from Canada and was 22
years old. Benjamin Steger was a farm hand aged 27 and came from Switzerland. The adopted children living on the farm in 1860 were
Richard Cooms, aged 12; Francis St. Aubin, aged 4; Mary St. George, aged 14; Edmund Grant, aged 14; and Theodore Grant, aged 12.

Pierre’s three nephews were also adopted. Their names are Benjamin, Isadore and Adolph Vincent. There is no information on

Euphemia Provencal Pierre Provencal

these three children in either census report.

Peter had 100 acres of improved land, 147 acres of unimproved land. The cash value of the farm was $10,000.00 and the value of
his farming implements and machinery was $25.00. He had 12 horses, 5 “milch” cows, 2 working oxes, 8 sheep and 8 swine. The value
of the livestock was $484.00. He had 150 bushels of rye, 800 bushels of Indian corn, 400 bushels of oats, 400 Ib. each of ginned cotton
and 20 Ibs. of wool. This information keeps the Provencal-Weir House Museum alive!

Izzy DoNNELLY
Director or Epucarion

Talking Headstones

Nearly 300 members came out over two nights to see history come alive
on stage during two productions of Tulking Headstones. This collaboration
between the Grosse Pointe Theater and the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
delighted the audience with stories of Grosse Pointe’s past amid the wonderful
atmosphere of St. Paul's Cemetery on Moross. A big thank you goes to the
following members of Trombley Boy Scout Troop 86, led by David Pingree, for
their help in clean-up, set up, helping guests to their seats, setting up luminaries
and closing up for each performance: Alex Manchester, Eric Lucander, Jessica Boshmer and Luke Naidow in
Anthony Genaro, TOl’ly “The Promise of a Lifetime”.
Genaro, Pat Mulier, Josh
Williams, John McNamee,
and Deborah Pingree.

For more fabulous
photos of the event, visit
http://www.flickr.com/
photos/grossepointetheatre/
sets/72157625384724437/
with/5224471627/.

{1 :

Donna Miller, Ruth Ellen Mayhall and Phyllis Reeve in
“A Thirst for a Change”.

Royce Howes (Rick Mason) inferviews Helen Duncan
(Kathy Conlon).



New Board Members

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is pleased to welcome four new
members to its board of trustees: Susan Bologna, Gail Sidlek, Scott T.
Vandemergel, and Elizabeth Vogel.

Susan Backman Bologna retired in 2006 after a long career in education
including 15 years as a teacher and 20 years as an administrator and
superintendent of Dearborn Heights No. 7 Schools. Her family has resided
in the Farms since it was marshland, and she tells of being raised listening

to the tales of yesteryear. In addition to her passion for local history, she also
has a love of cooking. In keeping with this interest, she occasionally provides
walking tours of Eastern Market through Preservation Wayne. She graduated
high school from St. Paul Catholic School and has a Bachelor of Science
from Western Michigan University and two graduate degrees from Wayne
State University.

Gail Sidlek is currently an independent consultant specializing in automotive
joint ventures/patent licenses. He spent 10 years as an automotive body designer
with GM, Ford, Chrysler, Firestone, and various contract companies, and was
a Vice President at Firestone Industrial Products and President of Romeo Rim.
Born in Detroit and a graduate of Pershing High School, Sidlek received his
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from Wayne State University in
1972. He loves to garden and is a self-proclaimed “car nut” who has restored sev-
3 A7 ; eral antiques and now focuses on
his Rolls Royce SC 1l [retro rod]
which he has owned since 1979.

Scott T. Vandemergel, the
departmental director of City
Assessor of the City of St. Clair
Shores, was born at Cottage

__ Hospital in the Farms in 1970,

Liz Vogel (left), Scott Vandemergel and Susan Bologna. ~ grew up on Moross Road, and has
Not pictured, Gail Sidlak. lived within five miles of the place
of his birth for his entire life. He received a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration degree, with a major in finance, in 1992, and a Master of
Business Administration degree, in 1993, both from Wayne State University.
He has led walking tours for the GPHS and has been a Provencal-Weir House
docent. A member of Historic Trinity Church, his personal interests include
endurance running (completed various marathons), voracious book-reading,
local history and architecture (also a member of other history groups), and
animal welfare (volunteer with Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society).

Elizabeth Vogel is a life-long Grosse Pointer and currently resides in the Farms.
She graduated from South in 2000 and has two degrees in history: a B.A. from
Albion College, and M.A. from Loyola University Chicago. Currently, Liz works
for Kay Agney at Higbie Maxon Agney Realtors. She has written over a dozen
home histories for various residents of the Pointes. Liz has been the co-chair of
the GPYC’s archives committee for the past two years. She is active in the
community as a volunteer reading mentor and is beginning her third year as a

7th grade catechist at St. Paul on the Lake. Additionally, Liz is active with the
Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce and Hill Association. Recently, she was
invited to join the Grosse Pointe Public Library services working group.

Society Celebrates
65 Years

Continued from cover

Kowalski hot dogs on Metropolitan Bak-
ery buns, and Better Made potato chips.

“We had a constant flow of people,”
said education director Izzy Donnelly,
who counted around 150 attendees. “It
was a lovely day.”

'The event was chaired by GPHS
board members Doug Cordier and
Susan Budrys.

“The 65th Birthday party was a
huge success,” Cordier said. “Our
mission was to interact with our
community and get them thinking
about our historical heritage here in
Grosse Pointe and Michigan. By giving
tours of the Provencal-Weir House
and serving foods produced by local
companies, we did just that. It was a
great tribute. I think we all had a ball!”

'The GPHS certainly has a lot to
celebrate! Since its inception in 1945,
the group has grown to 850 members
and has a regular program of lectures,
tours, presentations, and other events,
along with the One-Room Schoolhouse
program. The Alfred B. and Ruth S.
Moran Resource Center is truly a
community treasure where local
artifacts, photos, and documents are
stored and available to members for
research. The Society frequently

partners with other community non-

profits including the Grosse Pointe
"Theatre, Grosse Pointe War Memorial,
and the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House.




Thank You to Our 2010 Donors

Absopure

Mr. and Mrs. John Bologna

Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Burkey
Mr. Michael Dixon

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Gargaro, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy 111
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Harle

Mr. Alan Marschke

Mr. and Mrs. John Ricci

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shafer

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Skinner

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Agley
Mr. Lance Aldrich

Mrs. Myra Brown

Mr. Bliss Clark

Mr. Doug Cordier

Ms. Joan DeRonne

Mrs. Maureen Devine

Ms. Eugenie Durant

Mr. Andrew Camden

Mrs. William Farquhar

Mr. Mason Ferry

Mr. and Mrs. Jon B. Gandelot
Mr. Mark Garmo

Grosse Pointe United Methodist Church
Ms. Jean Hamby

Dr. Charles K. Hyde

Ms. Dianne Klingenstein

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J. Liedtke
Mr. Alan Marschke

Mr. and Mrs. Jack McCormick
Mrs. June McCormick

Mr. Herman Mozer

Mr. Sean P. Murphy

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Musial
Mrs. Nancy Pacitto

Mr. Russell Peebles

Mr. George Prentice

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Reas

St. Paul Catholic Church
Mrs. Ruth Schueler

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Schulte
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Skinner

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Stocking

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sullivan 111

6 Mr. and Mrs. George Zinn

Busses for Fairview
65th Birthday Party
Color Printer
Insurance Music Box

65th Birthday Party

Seminar on Oriental Rugs

65th Birthday Party
65th Birthday Party

Title Abstract for 671 Westchester Road, GPP

Burton Title Abstract for 403 Belanger, GPF

17 Photos of homes on Lake Shore Road that have been torn down
Documents pertaining to the E.B. Caulkins Jr. family

Time to prepare food for Valentine “Amore”

Book “75 years — Assumption Greek Orthodox Church”

Various item (ltr. of 3-16-10)

1909 and 1937 Blue Books 1948 Social Register

Social Secretary (1948,1981,1983,1984, 1992)
Michigan Social Register (1948,1971,1973)

1941 photo of National Association of Gardeners

4 Packets “Donut Seeds”

GP South High School 1928 — 2003 Banner

Wine for the wine tasting at the “Amore” event (2-12-2010)

Parking Lot for the “Talking Headstones” performances

Photos and documents of the Locke-Balmes Family

Bonhams publication The Magnificent Pearls of Anna Thompson Dodge
Ivory Cane

2 AT&T 2-Line Speakerphones

2 Oval American hooked Rugs

De-Humidifier for P-W House

Blueprints for the Henry Ford II property in Grosse Pointe Farms
Slate Blackboards for One-Room Schoolhouse

2 Books “seven Acres of the Poupard Farm” the 1300 block of Yorkshire
'The Joseph Socier Farm: Bishop Road

Photo Album of Historic Sites

Children Books for our School Programs

De-Humidifier for P-W House

7 Architectural Artifacts from Rose Terrace

Book “The Remaining contents of Rose Terrace and photographs of the Estate
Permission to hold “Talking Headstones” in St. Paul Cemetery

27 Heritage Magazines (1985 thru 1990)

Reno Family History DVD “1870 Mich.-US Federal Census Index

Printing Charges for GPHS Manuals ($97)

Book “Fireball” by Henry B. Hager

Newspaper Articles about Martin Luther King

Obituaries of Millie Schoenith and Zora Arkus-Duntov (Mr. Corvette)
2004 Designer Show House Brochure, etc.

St. Clare of Montefalco Diamond Jubilee booklet

1951 Social Register

Burton Abstract of Title of 80 Moross Road

Photos and history of 80 Moross Road

Black and Color Cartridges for Lexmark Printer, Manual



Holiday Shopping at La Belle’s Country Store

Looking for a unique holiday gift? One that shows
your pride and affection for our wonderful historic
community?

Look no further than the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society’s La Belle’s Country
Store, located in the Provencal-Weir
House at 376 Kercheval in
Grosse Pointe Farms. The shop

Grgase
Polnte

is open every second Saturday
and by appointment. Call
313-884-7010. And
remember, with your
membership, you are
eligible for a 10 percent
discount. Just ask for

it at the cash register.

'The LaBelle Country
Store features classic games
and toys like Jacks, Buzz
Saw, card games, craft projects.
Books focusing on local history
and fiction with a local setting
include: Murder in Grosse Pointe and
Treasure in Grosse Pointe, Grosse Pointe Then

and Now, The Grosse Pointe War Memorial and Grosse
Pointe 1880 — 1930. There are other titles, too, so, browse
our collection.
Postcards relating to Grosse Pointe history,
GPHS coffee mugs, and ready-to-make
granola and cranberry muffin mix in
a jar are on sale. Solid pine cutting
boards custom-made by a local
craftsman and engraved with
the GPHS logo and name
 are also available. The shop
mascot is the authentic
black squirrel. These
huggable, plush squirrels
are available for our
young customers.
'The store is named
after John La Belle who
moved the house c. 1914
from its original location at
Provencal and Lake Shore
Road to the present location.
He had a general store and small
grocery on this site.

GPHS Profile: Mike Skinner

Continued from page 2

Mike especially loves automotive history and the fact
that so many automotive pioneers lived in the community
was another reason he was drawn to the GPHS. He owns
21921 Model T Touring and drove it in the Grosse Pointe
Santa Claus Parade with GPHS banners.

Mike served as GPHS President in 1996-98, right after
serving as President of the Dearborn Historical Society
(in fact, there was one month when he was President of
both the Dearborn and Grosse Pointe Historical Societies
in May 1996) and was Co-President, with Lisa Gandelot
in 2005. As Co — Chairman of the Video Documentary
Committee of the GPHS he oversaw the production of
the video histories of Grosse Pointe: “The Past as Prologue,
1900-Present” and “Recollections of the Past, 1650-1900.”

He has also had leadership positions at many other
historical organizations including Henry Ford Estate-
Fair Lane, Henry Ford Heritage Association, National
Automotive History Collection (Detroit Public Library)
and T-Plex ca. 1904 Ford Motor Company Piquette
Avenue Plant. He is also a founding member of the
Piquette T’s Model T Ford Club Chapter based at the
Plant.

Mike has been HR Director for Production Tool Supply
and all of its affiliated companies since 1995. Before that
he worked for CBS/Fox and Technicolor Video Services
and this is what led him to help oversee the production
of the Society’s two videos. He earned a bachelor’s and
master’s degree both in business administration, from
Wayne State University.

'The Dr. Frank Bicknell Lecture series was created as
a result of a gift from the Bicknell family in honor of
Dr. Bicknell’s 80th birthday. It has always been meant to
fund programs about the area’s history. “It was a distinct
pleasure to get to know Dr. Bicknell,” Mike said. “During
his life time before almost every program I would have
dinner with him and the speaker at the Country Club of
Detroit and a number of out of town speakers stayed at
the club courtesy of Dr. Bicknell.”

Despite his many years of service, Mike’s commitment
to local history is still strong. “Being involved with GPHS
is very rewarding and I would urge anyone who loves the
community or wants to preserve and/or learn more about
its incredible history to get involved,” he said.
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Provencal-Weir house, 376 Kercheval, unless noted.

Refreshments will be served at each event. Cost is

Published by the

$10.00 for members, $15.00 for non members, unless Grosse Pointe Historical Society

noted. Please call 884-7010 by the Thursday before

381 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236

and ask for Izzy to sign your child up.

January 8

Make your own Snowman Fleece Hat to keep (313) 884-7010

you warm during the winter months. (313) 884-7699 FAX

February 12 e-mail: admin@gphistorical.org

Heart Shaped Soaps will be made to decorate
for Valentine’s Day.

March 12

Web site: www.gphistorical.org
Hours: Tues. & Wed: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30-4 p.m.

Come and make Crunchy Snowmen with
pretzels and white chocolate. Mmmmmm,

yummy.
April 9
Easter Basket Cupcakes. Chocolate cupcakes with

white frosting will be decorated to look like Easter
Baskets.

May 14
This event will take place from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
Come for Candle Making to put in your own
designed Patterned T'in Lanterns. Hammer
patterns on the tin can and watch it glow at night
for your summer pleasure. Cost is $20.00 for
members/$25.00 for nonmembers.
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Detroit Area Test Tracks

Wednesday, March 16, 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Michael W.R. Davis will present a program relating to his new book about area automotive test tracks and proving grounds.
In the 1920s, major auto makers finally moved their testing of new vehicles and drive trains from public thoroughfares like
Grosse Pointe’s Lake Shore Road and Jefferson Avenue. Area test tracks and proving grounds were a source of curiosity for
decades because of the secrets they held. This book goes behind the walls of these facilities to show how they evolved and
what took place inside.

Newscast for the Masses

Wednesday, April 20, 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Grosse Pointer Tim Kiska will present a program relating to his latest book about the evolution of television news in Detroit,
from its beginnings in the late 1940s, when television was considered a “wild young medium,” to the early 1980s, when cable
television permanently altered the broadcast landscape.

Frontier Metropolis

Wednesday, May 18, 7:30 p.m.

Edsel &3 Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

Brian Dunnigan, curator of maps at University of Michigan’s Clements Library, will present a program relating to his
monumental book (18 x 13 % inches), which includes every known image of Detroit in the pre-photographic era from its
founding in 1701 through 1838. Included in this book are almost three dozen drawings, which include all or a portion of
Lake St. Clair and the Grosse Pointe area. Co-sponsors: Edsel & Eleanor Ford House and Wayne State University Press.
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Tour .th(? Historic Village  Talking Headstones Returns with all
of Fairview New Stories September 10-12

Take a tour of the lost Village of ) ] o ) )
Fairview, the municipality that existed for History comes to life once again with the immensely popular 7a/king Headstones
four years between Detroit and Grosse collaboration between the Grosse Pointe Historical Society (GPHS) and the Grosse
Pointe Farms, before Detroit annexed the Pointe Theatre’s (GPT) Historical Pointes. Produced on a stage in historic St. Paul’s
area and the city of Grosse Pointe Park Cemetery, performances are Friday-Sunday, September 10-12 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are
$15; $10 for members of the GPHS and GPT. Free parking is available at the church

was created in 1907.
across the street.

Nick Sinacori, historian and author ) ) o ) . . . )
of the book Zhe History of the Village of This year’s production is an entirely new script, according to GPT Education Direc-

tor and show producer Harry Burkey. It will cover the years 1890-1930 in the Grosse
Pointe area and features stories of the Alger, Martens, Scanlon, and Van Teim families,
among others. There’s even an encounter between temperance advocate
Carrie Nation and Mary Alger, who fought to repeal Prohibition. Episodes include “The
Legend of Windmill Pointe,”“Miss Kitty Scanlon,”“A Thirst for a Change,” and “Life at
the Moorings.”

Noted Michigan playwright Kim Carney has returned to head up the writing of this
year’s production. Jane Burkey is the director.

Fairview, will guide bus tours of the area
including sites of historic race courses and
locations famous in automotive history.
Railroad and streetcar historian and au-
thor Ken Schramm will help participants
“ride the rails” into the past. And local
historian Kiki Herfert will give a history
of the forces and times that developed
Windmill Pointe and its mansions during

the roaring twentics 400 Guests Celebrate GP History,
Tours will take place on Saturday, Rai se OV er $ 3 O ,OOO

September 25, at 10:00 a.m., 12 noon,

and 2:00 p.m., with buses leaving from More than 400 guests from all over metro Detroit celebrated

the Ewald Branch of the Grosse Pointe Grosse Pointe history and raised over $30,000 for the Grosse

Public Library. Tickets are $7. For Pointe Historical Society at the group’s annual summer party

information, contact Kiki Herfert at held on Thursday, June 24.

822-9199 or kikiherfer@gmail.com. 'The event, called La Fete d’Ete (A Summer Party) was held

Tickets are available at the Grosse at the gracious, French Manor-styled home of Roosterail

Pointe Park city offices. owners Tom and Diane Schoenith. Guests dined on fabulous
fare prepared by the club’s Chef Dave including beef tenderloin,

[ lamb chops, shrimp, and oysters from Massachusetts. They

listened to swing music by the 18-piece Saline Big Band Orchestra playing on the
balcony of the home. Inside, Jack McCormick entertained at the grand piano. Schoenith
also turned his garage into a black-and-white disco, equipped with mirrored balls and
flashing lights, which opened at nine.

All four floors of the home were open for the party including a Margarita station in
the attic and champagne in the basement Adventurer’s Club. Schoenith’s beautiful yard
was entirely tented, with tables draped in purple, orange, and fuchsia silk setting the
mood for an exotic evening. Guests lingered under the tents and on the patio well into
the evening.

Money raised at the event will fund the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s education-
al programs, archives, and Resource Center. Sponsors included Detroit Public Television,
Beaumont Hospital, Gandelot and Associates, John A. & Marlene L. Boll Foundation,
M. and Mrs. Raymond Cracchiolo, Carolyn Candler and Charles Leahy, Dr. and Mrs.
Peter C. Dodenhoff, Maud Lyon and David Tarrant, the Charles Whitney Foundation,
Citizens Bank, Northern Trust, and Russell Development Company.

Pictures of the party can be viewed on GPHS website www.gphistorical.org.




School Visits to the Provencal-Weir House

'The 2009-2010 school year brought teams of curious students to the Provencal-Weir
House for a day of school that transported them back in time. Grades one through five came
for tours of the house, the log cabin, lessons in reading from our McGufly readers, writing,
spelling and even some old-fashioned discipline. The “Dunce Cap”is a favorite with students.
In fact, when the fourth and fifth graders from the Grosse Pointe Academy caught their
teacher, Mr. Lapadot, giving out an answer too quickly for their spelling bee, they insisted he
wear the “Dunce Cap” as a consequence. When donned, the squeals of delight rang through
the One-room School Room and enhanced the already successful day for the students and

teachers.

Learning is easily achieved when it is fun and the impact
on the children at the end of the day is always evident. One
mother told me that she and her son were driving home one
night and her son’s visit to the Provencal-Weir House was so
memorable that he asked if they could drive by it to see it at
night. This year’s number of students more than doubled from
last year and first grade was added to the curriculum. Groups
included students, scouts, and even senior citizens from the

Sunrise Senior Living home.
I1zzy DoNNELLY
DirecTor oF Epucarion

View From The President

The past year has been both challenging * Dixie Swim Club, a rollicking play in
and rewarding. My job is to make sure we conjunction with the Theatre Arts Club
accomplished what we set out to do. of Detroit fundraiser at the historic
I think we have done just that. Take Player’s Playhouse
a look at what we have been up to: + Party of the Century last

* Enlarged programs and curriculum fall at Victoria and

for school children throughout the Robert Liggett’s home

year at the Provencal Weir House waslanothetsuccesstul fund
* Guided tours by trained docents raiser in conjunction with

of the Provencal Weir House the Van Eslander Breast

throughout the year. Cancer Center.

* Ongoing digitizing of photos for * “Amore”, Doug Cordier’s

preservation from our archives. Susan Hartz Valentine dinner at the

* Informational booths at community Provencal Weir House

events manned by trained volunteers. was another successful

- . fund raiser.
* Six Bicknell Lectures, some partnered with

the War Memorial and the Ford House. * Three plaques awarded to historic and

. . S . important homes in Grosse Pointe
* “Talking Headstones” in conjunction with P

the Grosse Pointe Theatre, a one act play in Coming up this Fall:
the St. Paul Cemetery about Grosse Pointe ¢ The Talking Headstones performance with
residents 100 years ago. an all-new script and cast of characters.

This play will be conducted at the St. Paul’s

* La Fete d’Ete, our major fundraiser party
cemetery, in conjunction with the Grosse

at Tom and Diane Schoenith’s historic

home in Grosse Pointe City. The party was Pointe Theatre
a smashing success. * Walking tours on Second Saturdays by
* Second Saturday tours by a local historian Scott Vandemergel
it Wl magrd wiel ey, * View of Fairview in September with
* Oral histories recorded by video of 80 to Nick Sinacori, Kiki Herfert, and Ken
100-year-old Grosse Pointe citizens at & hmnmm
Neft Park during the celebration of the

Check out our award-winning website for
dates and details of all upcoming events at
www.gphistorical.org. Please join in the fun
at one of our interesting events where history

Park’s 100’th birthday.

* Eco tulip sale, successful as a mini-
fundraiser thanks to all our committed

lunteers an r industri ff. -
volunteers and our industrious sta coimes alfive,

Susan Hartz

We need you!

Consider donating your time to help the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour
guide, sales assistant in La Belles Country Store, office
assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

This is an excellent way to learn about local history
and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.

Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

Officers

........................... President
.Vice President-Administration
... Vice President-Development
....Vice President-Education
Vice President-Preservation

Susan Hartz....
Jack McCormick..
Stuart Grigg .......
Susan Bologna....
Herman Mozer....

Steve Vella.....c.coviiicecseecee Treasurer
Marlene Harle..........cooooviieeiiiiicen Secrefary
Kay Agney Debbie Graffius
Denis Bouchard Greg Jakub
Susan Budrys Maud Lyon
Carolyn Candler Mary Lighton Shafer
James Conway Paul J. Sloan
Doug Cordier Elizabeth Soby
Valerie Dodenhoff Peggy Woodhouse
Doug Dossin
Honorary Board
Charles Berschback Ronald C. Lamparter
Patricia R. Colett Russell H. Peebles
Michael Farley Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Lisa Mower Gandelot Michael Skinner
Nancy Griffin Gail R. Stroh-Marentette
Stuart Grigg
Director of Education Curator Emeritus
Izzy Donnelly Jean Dodenhoff
Administrator Webmaster
Helga Liedtke Jay Hunter
Parliamentarian Moorings Editor
Andrea Weyhing Ann Marie Aliotta

Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p-m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org

Susan Hartz is available to offer her well
received talk “Glorious Gardens of Grosse
Pointe” to your organization or group. The
powerpoint presentation is filled with
images of impressive historic properties and
gardens of old Grosse Pointe. Fee: $100.



2010 Historic Plaques
980 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

The original United States patent title for this property was given to
the French “Habitant” family of Julien Forton, in August 1808. Shortly
thereafter, Julien Forton deeded a portion of the very
large farm, bordered by Lake St. Clair, Mack
Avenue and the Macomb County (Milk
River) line, to his daughter Monique,
who married Joseph Robertjean (aka
Robert John).

In 1848 the Robertjean family
sold a portion of the land to Pauline
Van Antwerp, who built the first
permanent house on the property in
1849. The middle section of the present
house is the 1849 house. It is believed to be
the oldest clapboard house in Grosse Pointe still
on its original foundation

The property descended in the Van Antwerp family,
inherited by Pauline’s daughter Catherine Van Antwerp Kerby, who remod-

415 St. Clair Avenue, Grosse Pointe
In 1909-1910 Oren Hawes, a lumber yard owner living at 106 Pingree

Street in Detroit, decided to replace his Victorian summer cottage, located
at the foot of Notre Dame on Lake St. Clair , with a
more substantial year round home. The
structure to be replaced was purchased by
Mr. Trombley who planned to move
it onto a piece of land he owned on
St. Clair Avenue, just west of the
Cadieux School.
'The cottage with its surround-
ing porches, and field stone fireplace
was placed on wooden rollers and in
July 1910 under the assistance of movers
Norbert Neft and Mr. Bliss, the building
arrived at its new home, 415 St. Clair Avenue,
complete with a new, even though not quite level basement!
This structure stood apart from the others, with its hip roof,
eyebrow windows, detailed brackets and glass enclosed porches, which must

78 Lake Shore, Grosse Pointe Farms

Designed by architect Hugh T. Keyes in 1928, 78 Lake Shore, is an
example of the French Normandy style. Keyes designed a number of homes
in the Grosse Pointe area. Among those are the Edith and
Benson Ford house and the Charles A.

Dean house.

Built for the Dwyer/Palms family,
this 6,500 square foot home features
a dramatic step-down living room
with lake views, a sweeping
staircase, curved hallways and
multiple fireplaces. Some excep-
tional features are the copper gutters
and downspouts, imported French
mantelpieces and French crystal sconces
in the foyer and living room.

The Dwyer/Palms house was the first in the area
wired for telephones. Until recently, there was a circuit panel in the garage
through which all the neighborhood phones were wired.

The home was originally built for Marie Fleitz Dwyer, the widow of

eled the house on both ends. In 1910 the heirs of Katherine Kerby sold lots
1 and 2 of the large farm to Frank Biscoe, founder of Biscoe Motors, who
built the Arts & Crafts motor garage and apartment, now known as
976 Lake Shore or as the “Carriage House.”
In 1914 the property was sold to William Mertz,
a lawyer, and his wife Lois. In 1953 they divided
their property and sold the main house, now
known as 980 Lake Shore to Mr. and Mrs.
William R. Hamilton, but the Mertzes
retained the Carriage House for themselves.
The Hamiltons undertook significant renova-
tions to the house. Mrs. Hamilton said that
the materials found inside the walls were amaz-
ing, including hand-blown glass, hand-made nails, old
newspapers, and the original insulation, which was straw!
In the 1970s the Hamiltons sold the property to
M. & Mrs. John Wendell Anderson, Jr. In 1980, they sold the property to
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Booth II, the current owners.

have allowed spectacular views of the lake and now look onto a quiet
residential street.
'The house was eventually deeded to Mr. Trombley’s daughter,
Lyda and her husband Peter Loedwyck. They never lived
in the house but used it as rental, even as a store and
for some time as a primary school!
The Loedwycks owned the property until
1948 when a young engaged man sought a
home for himself and his soon to be bride.
Mary Dickinson and William (Bill) Herbert
made 415 St. Clair their “honeymoon cottage.”
They planned to remain in their home for five
to ten years depending on the size of their future
family. Those few years have turned into sixty two years
and counting!
'The white cottage with black trim remained until the
Herberts thought; “hip roof, barn like structure...why not red?”...and the rest
is history.

Francis T. Dwyer. Francis Dwyer was the son of Jeremiah Dwyer; the
founder of the Detroit Stove Company and the Jewell Stove was its major
product. Francis began with the family firm, but went on to form his
own company, Standard Foundry. He was also director of
Peninsular Stove Company.
Francis Dwyer died unexpectedly at age 43
in 1912. He was survived by his wife Marie
and their 8-year-old daughter, Marion Mark.
Marion married Charles L. Palms, Jr. in 1924.
Charles was one of four children of Martha and
Francis Palms who was involved in banking,
automobile manufacturing and civic endeavors.
In 1929, Marie Dwyer moved into 78 Lake
Shore and in 1931, the young Marion and Charles
Palms moved in with her. The Palms raised a family of five
children and took ownership of the home in 1958 when Marie
died. The Palms lived in the house until 1962.
'The Greiner family owned the house until 1975 when it was sold to its
current owner, Gail Sidlek.
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1:00-3:00 p.m. at the Provencal-Weir house,

376 Kercheval. Refreshments will be served at Published b{/ the L .

each event. Cost is $10.00 for members, $15.00 Grosse Pointe Historical Society
381 Kercheval Avenue

for non members. Please call by the Thursday Grosse Pointe Farms. Ml 48236

before to sign your child up and ask for Izzy. !

September 11th

Izzy’s Cozy Cooking Class-Come and make (313) 8847010

homemade French Apple Tarts. (313) 884-7699 FAX

October 9th e-mail: admin@gphistorical.org

Web site: www.gphistorical.org

Custom make your very own Trick or Treat bags.
Hours: Tues. & Wed: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30-4 p.m.

Felt templates of witches, bats and ghosts will be
supplied to glue onto your cotton Halloween bags
to Trick or Treat with.

November 13th

Decorate two Turkey Votives for Thanksgiving’s
dinner table. Small glass bubble votive holders will
be decorated with tissue paper and battery operated
tea lights will be supplied.

December 11th

Bake Gingerbread Cookies for your Holiday
season. This is a return event for Second Saturdays.
Make gingerbread cookies from scratch with white
frosting to adorn. A must for the Holiday season.

\ Ribbon Farm Days, 2010

Michigan State Fair

Wednesday, September 15, 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointer John Minnis will present a program relating to his new book. Zhe Michigan
State Fair, held on the same site in Detroit less than 10 miles from the Grosse Pointe
community since 1902, was the longest running state fair in the country before being
discontinued this year after 160 years.

Boneyards: Detroit Underground
Wednesday, October 20, 7:30 p.m.

Campers enjoyed a variety of

Richard Bak will present a program relating to his new book, which is an exploration of activities that harkened back
burial sites and customs in metro Detroit and the historical and social changes behind to a simpler time. The children
the treatment of the deceased in our area. A perfect program less than two weeks before painted snake gourds, dyed
Halloween fabric from berries, hung them

to dry and wove a belt with the
fabric on homemade looms.
Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-Lo il
Wednesday, November 17, 7:30 p.m. pear crepes made from scratch.
Grosse Pointer Patrick Livingston will present a program relating to his book about Izzy Donnelly ran the camp
Bois Blanc (“White Woods”) Island . The island gained strategic importance when Fort with assistants Kerri Marowske

and Victoria Slater. Most of
Ambherstburg was built in 1796 to guard passage along the Detroit River after Detroit this year's campers were new

became a part of the United States. Grosse Pointers will fondly remember the island as to Ribbon Farm Days at the
an amusement park from 1898 until 1993, owned by Grosse Pointe’s own Browning Provencal-Weir House. Some
family for most of these years. Today it is being developed as the Bob-lo Island and came back from school visits or

Marina Resort Community and is now served by a private car ferry. Second Saturdays.
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President’s Reflection

'The first six months as President
have been fun and challenging and very
busy. We have implemented a new edu-
cation program, reopened the La Belle
Country Store and we are completing
what appears to be
a successful Annual
Appeal.

As we work our
way through these
new initiatives,
we must rely on
our volunteers to
ensure our contin-
ued success. Presently, we have volun-
teers digitizing photos for the archives,
filing newly donated original photos
and printed matter, giving tours of the
Provencal Weir House, serving as sales
assistants in La Belle’s Country Store
and greeting folks at the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society booth at civic events
— West Park Farmers Market in Grosse
Pointe Park, the Annual Village Side-
walk Sale and Street Festival and more.
'The opportunities are bounded by our
imaginations.

I am impressed with the work our
volunteers accomplish. We could not
possibly conduct business without their
help. But there is room for many more
willing hands. Share your skills and inter-
est by volunteering. Call 313-884-7010
and we will match you with a job you
are sure to enjoy.

Remember, we are all Keepers of
History. The Grosse Pointe Histori-
cal Society could not exist without our
members and the community at large
donating their time, family photos and
information for all to enjoy.

Susan Hartz
PRESIDENT,

GrossEe PoiNTE
HisToRricaL SocIETY

Susan Hartz

orings

B kel The Party of
B the Century!

Victoria and Robert Liggett
hosted 7he Party of the Century
in celebration of their home’s
100th birthday on October 2,
2009. The magical evening at
the historic H.M. Jewett House in
Grosse Pointe Shores featured a
tour of their entire home, excel-
lent food and music provided by
the talented Rennie Kaufmann.
Funds raised by this special night
were given to the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society and The Liggett
Breast Center at the Van Elslander
Cancer Center. Thank you to
Vicki and Bob for keeping history

alive in Grosse Pointe!

The historic H.M. Jewett
House (above)

Victoria and Robert Liggett
with Harry and Jane Burkey
in period costumes. (left)

Art Van Elslander with
Victoria and Robert Liggett
(below)

Photos of the party printed courtesy
of Photography Unlimited Studio

Susan Hartz is available to offer her well received talk “Glorious Gardens of Grosse
Pointe” to your organization or group. ‘The powerpoint presentation is filled with
images of impressive historic properties and gardens of old Grosse Pointe. Fee: $100.

Tonnancour

Please note that the lovely photograph of Tonnancour, the Theodore Parsons Hall
estate, displayed on one of the four Grosse Pointe Historical Society postcards was
generously provided by Marie P.
Fuger. Ms. Fuger is a descendent
of the Hall family. Her great
grandmother was Marie Hall
Fuger Delbos. The photograph
dates to 1881, taken during

the summer grand opening of
the house.




Director of Education

2010 has brought new schools and age groups to the Provencal-
Weir House. Our active outreach to local schools has received an
enthusiastic response. Many reservations have been scheduled and
our spring calendar is filling up. Call soon to make reservations for
your students.

We are also in the process of developing a new educational
program which will focus on the history and impact of Father Gabriel Richard. This will
be available to all area schools later this year.

Local scouts have been added to our outreach program for after school activities. Two
Girl Scout troops from Kerby Elementary School are scheduled to come in March for a
class on etiquette and music from the turn of the century.

Watch for the upcoming announcement for our Ribbon Farm Days summer camp
scheduled for June, July and August.

From my experience, once people see the
Provencal-Weir House they fall in love with it
and all that Grosse Pointe Historical Society
has to offer. With this in mind, it has become
my mission to introduce this historical site to
as many schools and children’s groups as pos-
sible because I have fallen in love with it, too.

Izzy Donnelly

Izzy DoNNELLY
Director or Epucarion

Grosske PoiNnTE HisToricAL SocieTy

SECOND SATURDAY SERIES

Free tours of the Provencal-Weir House will be offered every Second Saturday between 1 and 4 pm.
Visit La Belles Country Store every Wednesday and Saturday afternoon from 1and 4 pm for gifts,
crafts, toys and specialty foods. Gift baskets are available. A free 2 pm house tour is offered on shop days.

Please call (313) 884-7010 for more information or to make reservations.

March 13,2010
Izzy’s Winter Warm Up, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Make fleece pocket scarves to wrap yourself up in this last month of winter. Hot chocolate will
complement the program. The event is for children between the ages of 8 and 10 years old. Fee is
$10/member and $15/non-member. Please make your reservation by Thursday, March 11th.

April 10,2010

Eco-Tulip Sale, 1p.m.to4 p.m.

GPHS will host a special eco-tulip sale. We will be selling our first “Official
Grosse Pointe Tulip,” a classically shaped triumph tulip with magenta petals.
Why organic tulips? The most important reason is that they are grown with
respect for nature and the environment. This means no synthetic pesticides or
fertilizers are used.

Izzy’s Birdseed Biscuits, 1p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Make heart-shaped birdseed biscuits to hang in your garden. Refreshments will
complement the program. The event is for children between the ages of 8 and 10
years old. Fee is $10/member and $15/non-member. Please make your reservation

by Thursday, April 8th.

May 8, 2010

Neighborhood Walking Tour, 1 p.m.
The tour, led by Scott Vandemergel, will start at the Provencal-Weir House promptly at 1 p.m.
Free for members, $5/non-member. Call for tour details and to make reservations.

Izzy’s Spring Sugar Cookies, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Create a bouquet of flower-shaped cookies. Refreshments will complement the
program. This event is for children between the ages of 8 and 10 years old.

Fee is $10/member and $15/non-member. Make your reservation by May 6th.

Support the Society with a legacy gift.

Help us keep Grosse Pointe history alive
for future generations by remembering
the Society in your estate plans. Bequests, a gift
of an insurance policy or IRA are easy ways to
remember the Grosse Pointe Historical Society.

We need you!

Consider donating your time to help the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. We have many volunteer
opportunities, including Provencal-Weir House tour
guide, sales assistant in La Belle’s Country Store, office
assistant or archivist in the Moran Resource Center,
event assistant, gardener and handyperson.

This is an excellent way to learn about local history
and contribute to our Grosse Pointe heritage.

Call (313) 884-7010 to Volunteer.

Officers

SUSAN HAMZ. oo President
Jack McCormick.. Vice President-Administration
Stuart Grigg .....ovveveneen. Vice President-Development
Herman Mozer.... ... Vice President-Preservation
Denis Bouchard............cccoeveieiiiieieieinn Treasurer
Steve Vella.............. Assistant Treasurer
Peggy Woodhouse ...........ccoeueveieieiieeirinane. Secrefary
Board of Trustees
Kay Agney Marlene Harle
Suzy Berschback Kiki Herfert
Susan Budrys Greg Jakub
Carolyn Candler Maud Lyon
James Conway Ann Rock
Doug Cordier Patti Schollenberger
Valerie Dodenhoff Mary Lighton Shafer
Doug Dossin Paul J. Sloan
Debbie Graffius Elizabeth Soby
Honorary Board
Charles Berschback Russell Peebles
Patricia R. Colett Robert J. Petz
Michael Farley Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Lisa Mower Gandelot Michael Skinner
Nancy Griffin Gail R. Stroh-Marentette
Ronald C. Lamparter
Executive Director/ Director of Education
Moorings Editor |zzy Donnelly

Maureen Devine Administrator

Curator Emeritus Helga Liedtke
Jean Dodenhoff

Not Yet a Member? Want to donate?

Visit www.gphistorical.org for
a convenient way to do both.
Select the link
“Join & Support GPHS.”

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment.

The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center,
381 Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and
Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM and 1:30-4:00
p-m. for research. Telephone: (313) 884-7010.
Website: www.gphistorical.org




OIld French Pear Trees of Grosse Pointe

“But the crowning glory of the French orchard was the pear tree. Nearly every home-
stead possessed one, some two or three, few exceeded a half-dozen. Such was its
wonderful size and productiveness that one specimen usually amply satisfied the wants
of a family...Many show a circumference of trunk of eight or nine feet and rear their
lofty heads seventy sometimes eighty feet from the earth. They bear uniform crops;
thirty to fifty bushels being often the annual product of a single tree. The fruit is of
medium size, ripening about the end of August... The flesh is crisp, juicy, sweet and
spicy. For stewing and preserving it is quite unrivaled.”

-History of Wayne County and the City of Detroit, Michigan, volume II, 1930

Much has been written about the famed French pear trees of
Grosse Pointe over the years. Their size, age and productivity even
made an impact back in 1930. It’s hard to imagine that several
survive today, still bearing fruit, some as old as 300 years. These
trees are not native to this area and, it is claimed, they would not
grow in any other location outside of Grosse Pointe, Detroit and
Monroe. The French originally brought these seeds and saplings
from Montreal via France during the time of Louis XIV.

As we slowly lose these great trees due to age, weather
damage and disease, the community has come together document-
ing tree locations through the Pear Tree Chapter of the Questers
and Grosse Pointe Historical Society. Whenever possible, the trees
have been treated to prolong their lives. It has been a losing battle

French pear tree
at Speck estate
Fairholme, Lake
Shore Road, c.
1930

a glimmer of hope. This visit was organized by Alan Marschke and
it was funded by Tom and Jean Baumgarten and Mark and Molly
Valade. Milarch heads a program cloning heritage trees, a tech-
nique to preserve historic trees through new technology. Clippings
were taken from the surviving Windmill Pointe pear tree and three
forms of cloning were utilized to help guarantee healthy new trees
for future plantings in Grosse Pointe. Twelve viable clones have
been produced to be planted in the next year or two. These will be
100% genetic matches to the original tree. These genetic clones will
yield healthy, strong and long-lived trees to be introduced back into
the community to thrive for the next 300 years as examples of living
history from our colonial past.

In respect to this fascinating history, old-fashioned apple, pear, walnut

until David Milarch, founder of The Champion Tree Project, offered  jam from France is available for purchase at La Belles Country Store.

News from the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society continues to grow — by the
end of December 2009 we had 842 active members — an increase of

79 members since the end of 2008.

Our 2009 Annual Appeal was a great success — and is still ongoing.
You will find a listing of all donors on our website. Please visit

www.gphistorical.org to view.

Your generosity and support is greatly appreciated. All funds
will be directed to programs, facilities, events and collections.
We thank the following for donations received between July and

December 2009.

From the Director

Maureen
Devine

Executive
Director

'This has been a challenging year finan-
cially for the Grosse Pointe Historical So-

ciety. We appreciate the positive response to

our 2009 Annual Appeal and for all private

donations sent to support our educational

programs, collections, building maintenance

and operating expenses. It is interesting to
note that our active membership numbers

are up by 79 members since 2008. However,

the overall dues received are down from

Donations:

Wilkinson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Palms
Mrs. Sara Ralph

In-kind donations:
Mr. Larry Baranski

Mr. and Mrs. A. Bayster
Mrs. Ann Bushman

Mr. Michael B. Carrier
Mr. Thomas Coles

the previous year. On the positive side, it is
heartening to see that people are interested
in our organization and what we do for the
community. Please remember that donations
are the main source of income for the
Society. We count on you to help keep us
moving forward. The Annual Appeal is
ongoing and donations may be made any
time of year by mail, in person or via the
GPHS website. Thank you for your support!
La Belle’s Country Store is open every
Wednesday and Saturday afternoon from
1 to 4 p.m. We have been refilling the
shelves with popular standbys like French
jams, local honey, scented soaps and black
squirrels (our store mascot). We invite you

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Liggett
-and all Party of the Century attendees

Ms. Eugenie Durant

Ms. Katie Gacobelli

Mr. and Mrs. Julius Huebner
METCO HDS

Mrs. Lynne Millies

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Praiss
Production Modeling Corp.
Mrs. Donna Reynolds

Mrs. Frederick Seltzer

Mrs. and Mrs. Michael Skinner
Mrs. Elizabeth Soby

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sullivan 111
Mrs. Mary Vitolins

to stop by to see our new offerings including
beeswax candles handmade by Green Toe
Gardens (producer of the local honeys we
sell) and books from Wayne State Univer-
sity Press such as The Guardian Building
and Frontier Metropolis. In addition, Ann
Marie Aliotta and Suzy Berschback have
authored a new Arcadia Book called Grosse
Pointe War Memorial available in March.
We also sell CD’s produced by two local
groups dedicated to early Detroit/American
music — Le Compagnie with Genot Picor
and Lac La Belle featuring Grosse Pointe’s
own Joel Peterson. Many more new items
are expected to arrive this spring. We hope
to see you soon.



Responsible Stewardship
and the Web

In an effort to be good stewards we have
decided to make the Moorings newsletter
available online instead of post by the end
of 2010. This decision will save the Society
money by reducing cost of postage and
printing. Please confirm your name and
email address by calling or sending it to
admin@gphistorical.org. If you do not have
an email address, let us know and we will
continue to send you a copy via the post
office. We want to keep all our members
informed about upcoming programs and
events, follow-ups and news relating to the
history and preservation of Grosse Pointe.

Published by the

Grosse Pointe Historical Society
381 Kercheval Avenue

Grosse Pointe Farms, Ml 48236

(313) 8847010
(313) 8847699 FAX

e-mail: admin@gphistorical.org
Web site: www.gphistorical.org
Hours: Tues. & Wed: 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 1:30-4 p.m.

“Moorings

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage
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Detroit, MI
Permit No. 1387

Wednesday, March 17,2010 7:30 p.m.
The Grosse Pointe War Memorial, presented by Suzy Berschback and Ann Marie Aliotta

Location: Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms
Event co-sponsors include Grosse Pointe War Memorial and Grosse Pointe Historical Society
'The Grosse Pointe War Memorial, designed by New York architect Charles A. Platt, was
built in 1910 for Russell Alger, Jr. and his family. Alger was Vice President and stockholder
of Packard Motor Car Co. The mansion was donated to the Detroit Institute of Arts in 1936
but ownership reverted back to the Alger family in 1948 when the Detroit City Council
declined to continue supporting a suburban facility. The following year it was given to the
Grosse Pointe community in honor of WW II veterans. It is a local, state and national
historic site.
Book signing will follow talk.

Wednesday, April 21,2010 7:30 p.m.
Great Architecture of Michigan, presented by John Gallagher

Location: Edsel & Eleanor House, 1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores
Event co-sponsors include Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, Wayne State University Press
and Grosse Pointe Historical Society.

'This book, which includes superb photography by Balthazar Korab, underscores and
exemplifies the diversity and sophistication of Michigan’s architectural heritage. In addition to
four distinct homes in the Grosse Pointe community, this volume includes icons like the Grand
Hotel on Mackinac Island, the Michigan State Capitol in Lansing, and the Fisher Building.

Arrive early for a special pre-lecture dinner at the new Cotswold Café in the Ford House
Activities Center. Dinner is available starting at 6 pm. Experience the new décor and selection
of exciting new menu items.

Book signing will follow talk.

Wednesday, May 19,2010 7:30 p.m.
Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson and American Motors,
presented by Dr. Charles Hyde

Location: Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

With roots extending back to the early twentieth century, Nash Motor Company and Hudson
Motor Car Company survived until 1954 when they merged to form American Motors Company.
AMC remained independent until it became part of Chrysler Corporation in 1987. These
companies, often overlooked, made notable contributions to automotive engineering and styling
and were an important part of the American automobile industry. Dr. Hyde will focus on the
visionary leaders who managed the companies, including Grosse Pointers Roy D. Chapin,
A. Edward Barit and Roy D. Chapin Jr.

Book signing will follow talk.
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Grosse Pointe
Historical Society

President’s Reflection

I'm pleased to write to you as the
new President of the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society. I see this oppor-
tunity as a chance for me to give back
to this community that I have loved
and lived and
worked in all
my life. Grosse
Pointe has a
rich and vibrant
history and one
that must be
preserved for

Susan Hartz future genera-
tions. Our
mission will be just that, the preserva-
tion and promotion of Grosse Pointe
history.

My focus will be to continue
working with groups and individuals
in the community to bring timely and
interesting programs to our members
and residents. In doing so I will strive
to engage more volunteers who are
eager to help us achieve our goals.

I look forward to working with
our staff, Maureen Devine — Executive
Director, Izzy Donnelly — Education
Director, and Helga Liedtke —
Administrator. We will announce our
new Board of Directors in the next
issue of The Moorings. Stay tuned,
we have a great lineup.

I'm very proud of the Society’s past
accomplishments including our fabulous
award winning website and our ongoing
archival digitization project supported
by the Wilkinson Foundation. We have
many continuing projects that reach out
to the Grosse Pointe community. We

continued on page 7
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To see more photographs of the party, please visit http://www.gphistorical.org/
delovely.html

Grosse Pointe Historical Society presents

A De-Lovely Night in Grosse Pointe

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s annual gala fundraiser “A De-Lovely
Night in Grosse Pointe” on June 19th was a resounding success! More than
400 people were in attendance to hear Rennie
Kaufmann sing songs of Cole Porter and the
1930s, to enjoy the fine array of foods by Hotz
Catering, with the support of Doug Cordier
and co-chair Lisa Mower Gandelot, and to see
the beautiful Simon home. This Georgian-
style residence was originally built for F.
Caldwell Walker, grandson of Hiram Walker,
by local architect Robert O. Derrick. In fact,
the Walker history inspired the company
Canadian Club in Windsor, Ontario

continved on page 4
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- A De-Lovely Night (more photos)................... 4

2 Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran

E fc Resource Center..........ccccvvvvveeieeeeeecciiinnenen. 6
Educator’s ()l;ser\'ati(;ns )




From the Diwrector

Maureen
Devine

Executive
Director

'This has been a busy spring and
summer. The annual gala fundraiser, 4
De-Lowely Night in Grosse Pointe, was
sold out once again! Four hundred people
attended the event at the Simon home
and everyone enjoyed good music, food
and company. Although it did rain a little
later in the evening, it did not dampen
the spirits of guests. Thank you all for
your support and for helping make the
evening special and full of fun. Also,
thank you Simon family for making this
beautiful home available to the GPHS —
it is filled with so many fond memories
for the community. I would also like to

enthusiastically thank all of the sponsors
and donors who helped make this event
possible during these difficult times.

In an effort to make history fun and
accessible, Izzy Donnelly has been
working diligently on outreach to the
schools with Debbie Graffius. She has
organized a fun-filled summer camp,
Ribbon Farm Days 2009, for children ages
6 through 9. We hope to expand these
offerings in the coming year. During year-
end field trips this past May and June,
several local elementary school teachers
suggested visiting the Provencal-Weir
House multiple times during the upcom-
ing school year. Their hope is to break
up the grade-appropriate, state approved
curriculum into smaller segments to al-
low them to focus on specific topics for
each visit to parallel their study plans. We
thought this was a great idea and we hope
to keep the One-Room School buzzing
with activities from September through
August. Please call GPHS with any
questions or to make reservations.

Lastly, I would like to share what is

happening in the GPHS gift shop,
located in the Provencal-Weir House.
Although the space is tiny, we have
been filling it with interesting new
merchandise ranging from specialty
foods, books, stationary, hand-crafted
items and artwork, as well as Victorian
style toys and games. Our plan is to
expand our hours and to make the shop
available on Wednesday and Saturday
afternoons, as well as by appointment.

With respect to the history of our
French ribbon farmhouse, we will be
selling old-fashioned French jams (apple/
pear/walnut, rhubarb and others), black
currant and herbes de Provence vinegars,
locally produced honeys, and rustic grain
mustards. I like to think these are the
types of items that Pierre and Euphemia
Provencal would have made and enjoyed
themselves while living in the house.
Please watch for the announcement of
our expanded hours and grand opening in
early September.

All Society members will receive an
e-blast with more information.

News from the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is growing — as of
January, 2009 we have increased our membership from 763 to

800 active members.

We appreciate the many monetary and in-kind donations that

Donations:

arrive at our door to assist in maintaining the Alfred B. and Ruth

S. Moran Resource Center, as well as the Provencal-Weir House.

Thank you to the recent donors to the 2008 Annual Appeal:

Ms. Kay Agney

Mr. and Mrs. Denis Bouchard
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Getz
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Hartz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Kurap
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Lees
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Rock
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shafer
M. Robert G. Tighe

City of Grosse Pointe, dedicated to the GP City
Survey Project.

Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy 111
McGregor Fund

We have also received the following in-kind donations:

Mrs. Mary Bissa ................ Full set of Heritage Magazines

Mr. Lawrence Garska......... Picture of the 1940 Police

Department of the Village
of Grosse Pointe Park and
the commemorative
plaque presented to

Mr. Garska
Mrs. Susan Hartz .............. Book “Picturesque Detroit”
Ms. Ursula Kroppa ............ Burton Abstract and tax bills

dating back to 1930 to 1940
Copy of testament of
Mr. Gottfried Stoeber



New Online Exhibition

Art and Orchids:
The Whitcomb Estate

We would like to announce our most recent online
exhibition Ar¢ & Orchids: The Whitcomb Estate, which was
generously funded by the Wilkinson Foundation. The ex-
hibition features the legacy of philanthropy bestowed upon
the city of Detroit by Anna and Edgar Whitcomb and the
beauty of their gracious, historic residence, once part of
'T.P. Hall’s lake front estate known as Tonnancour. The
Whitcombs shared a love of fine art and flowers. They
filled their home with distinguished Old Master paintings
and five greenhouses with exotic flora, especially their
treasured collection of rare orchids. Eventually a large
group of paintings and sculpture were gifted to the Detroit

continued on page 6

Educator’s Observations

In March I was pleased to be hired as the Director of Education at the Grosse Pointe Historical Society.
One of my first duties was to learn the history of the Provencal-Weir House and the GPHS organization, as
well as prepare to play the role of the School Mistress in the One-room Schoolhouse, a functioning classroom
located on the second floor. When I first viewed the classroom I was charmed by its warmth and impressed
by the historical accuracy of the space. It’s an enchanting room filled with benches, McGufly Readers, chalk
boards and maps on the walls — even a lone “dunce cap”set in the corner (never used, by the way).

z After allowing for time to review the materials my first month
Izzy Donnelly and to learn the various curriculum for 2nd through 5th grades,
the reservations for local school groups started rolling in. In
May and June, 175 eager 2nd grade students from Mason, Ferry and Kerby visited for
their year-end field trip. What struck me most was the children’s reaction to the house,
which ranged from excitement to awe. Teachers, parents and children donned pioneer
costumes with squeals of delight and were instantly transported back in time. We toured
the Provencal-Weir House, had lunch on the lawn and played outdoor games. After
lunch, real school work began. In tandem with the State of Michigan “Know your Local
History” curriculum, students performed the play “Did You Ever Hear a House Talk?” :
'This history-based program has been approved by the State of Michigan to compliment Sl gree Sbis s o eed THare
the studies for various age groups at local schools. You Ever Heard a House Talk”

Also, having been a music specialist for years, I decided we needed to introduce music
to the program. I moved my 19th century Dulcitone, a keyboard instrument once owned by my Aunt Mary Grace, to the classroom.
Following our lessons, the students and I sang songs of pioneer days which included “Oh Susannah”, “Polly Wolly Doodle” and I've
Been Workin on the Railroad.” It was wonderful to fill the house with music and singing children!

One of the final projects for the day was a fun-filled treasure hunt and a tour of the small log cabin in the back yard. ‘This was a
huge highlight for the students! As the day closed, we returned our costumes to the clos-
ets and were immediately transported to our modern lives filled with cell phones, iPods
and computers.

With the house full of laughing children, I couldn’t help but think how happy Pierre
and Euphemia Provencal would have been to see joyful children in their home once again.

In 2009/2010 we hope to accommodate a wider range of students, the curriculum
will focus on various topics to accommodate the “Know Your Local History” program for
all elementary school age groups — 2nd through 5th grades. The Society would love to
schedule educational field trips throughout the school year and to act as a support to local
schools. We hope to see you next year!

Izzy DoNNELLY
Students learn the old-fashioned way in the DirecTor oF EpucaTtion
One-Room School House. Grosse PoinTe HisTorIcAL SOCIETY




A De-Lovely Night in Grosse Pointe

continved from front page

(previously Hiram Walker) to donate a variety of whiskies to help stock the bar.
Our team of docents, from Edsel & Eleanor Ford House and area Quester groups,
shared information about the architecture, the art collection, the history of the
house and previous owners including F. Caldwell Walker, Wendell W. Anderson
and George and Penny Simon, as well as fond memories of the Simon family
shared by so many people in the community. The ten Simon children and their
parents, George and Penny, touched many people!

'The generous proceeds from this event will help fund the Society’s educational
initiatives including the Second Saturdays events, One-room Schoolhouse, Ribbon
Farm Days, and will help support the care and maintenance of the archival collec-
tions and the Provencal-Weir House. Thank you all for attending this important
event. We appreciate your support!

Grosse Pointe Historical Society thanks the following hosts and sponsors for
their generous support of A De-Lovely Night in Grosse Pointe.

II\_I/ISSIIISC:M d John Shock A special thank you for those who could

Cindy and Paul Simon not attend but still sent in a donation

Debbie and George Simon and to the following businesses:
Canadian Club

SPONSORS: Grigg Graphic Services

You're the Tof ($5000) Grosse Pointe Florists, Inc.

Detroit Home Magazine Hotz Catering

De—Lafuely ($2500) Jerrys C'Zu% Party Store

Molly and Mark Valade Trader Joes

Wunderbar ($1000)

Alan Marsche’s

Oriental Rug Gallery

Young volunteers at check-in table; Kerri Marowske,

The Private Bank T. Elliot Shafer and Victoria Slater.
Gandelot & Associates

Citizens Bank
Maud Lyon and David Tarrant
Charles R. Whitney Foundation

Left to right — Joe Katulic, Lisa Gandelot,
Susan Hartz and Stuart Grigg.

Guests gathering on the terrace.



1928 Packard on lawn at 211 Vendome,
on loan courtesy of John Forster, Royal Oak.

Wait staff and Hotz Catering
putting on the final touches.

Left to right:

Mary Lee O'Bryan,

Dr. William Cosgrove and
Marlene Hamel

Left to right: Peggy Woodhouse, Dr. Patricia O’Brien,
Jack McCormick, Betsy McCormick and John Woodhouse.

Social Networking: A New World

'The Grosse Pointe Historical Society may be focused on preserving our past, but we are evolving and using new
technology to connect with a broader audience. We have joined the current trend of social networking on yelp.com,
twitter.com and facebook.com. To find us when visiting these sites, search for Grosse Pointe Historical Society or
‘tweet us’ using gphs1823. These pages will include upcoming program announcements, news links and general
information. We appreciate your reviews and comments — let us know what we are doing right or how we might
improve our communications to you.

In an effort to be responsible stewards during this difficult economic climate, we plan on sending our members
the Moorings newsletter via the internet beginning in 2010. Please call us at (313) 884-7010 with your email address
or forward it to info@gphistorical.org. If you do not have an email address, let us know and we will send you a copy
of the Moorings via the post office. We want to keep you informed about all upcoming programs, follow-ups and news
relating to the history and preservation of the Grosse Pointes.



B meIGal T
Upcoming Second Saturday Events e ‘

Free tours of the Provencal-Weir House will be offered every Second Saturday between 1 and 4 pm. Also, plan to visit our gift shop to see the new selection of specialty
Jfoods, local honey, handcrafted works of art and jewelry, books, Victorian toys and many other interesting items.
September 12, 2009 October 9-10, 2009 November 14, 2009
Pointes of History Guided Talking Headstones, a theatrical Genealogy Workshop, sponsored
Neighborhood Walking Tour, 2 pm. performance at St. Paul’s Cemetery by the Daughters of the American
Scott Vandemergel returns to lead another Friday at 8 pm, Saturday at 6:30 and 8 pm. ~ Revolution. 1:30 pm.
Pointes of History guided neighborhood Co-sponsored by the Grosse Pointe 'The Daughters of the American Revolution
walking tour. Scott, a local historian, will Historical Society and Grosse Pointe Theatre. (DAR) will sponsor an aftcrnf)on genealogy
talk about the various houses along the way, Back by popular demand! Please join us workshop. DAR me.mbers'wﬂl suggest ways
as well as the history surrounding the now to enjoy a magical live performance featuring to.research your family hentage.. Plea.se
demolished Tonnancour estate. This walk the documented historical past of people bring yo.ur personal document's, if available.
will last 1% hours and it will be approxi- buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery. The perfor- "There will be a short presentation by DAR
mately one mile long. It will depart from the mance is an outdoor event. Please bring your members .at 1:30 pm .anc'l 'Fhen you have tbe
Provencal-Weir House at 376 Kercheval own chair and dress appropriately. For more opportunity to meet 1rfd.1v1dua11y t? examine
Avenue a 2:00 pm. 'The route will follow information, visit our website or call (313) 884-  YOUI family history. Visit our website or call
Kercheval north to Provencal, then east to the  7010. The cemetery is located at the corner of (313) 84-7010 for additional information.
lake, south on Lake Shore Road. Moross Road and Country Club Lane. Free to members, $5 for non-members.
Free for members; $5 for non-members. $10 for members; $15 for non-members.

Second Saturday Follow-up

Our spring Second Saturday Series offered a fun variety of activities

Art and Orchids:
The Whitcomb Estate

continued from front page 3

this past spring and was enjoyed by all who attended. Cyndee Harrison

hosted the May tea with a beautiful array of pastries and tea for visitors
Institute of Arts and the Belle Isle Conservatory

to enjoy. She was prepared to share the history and etiquette surround-
received the donation of over 600 orchids, making

ing “afternoon tea” and the May Pole was set up on the lawn to celebrate

the month of May, her two sons assisted for the afternoon. In June, it one of the largest municipally owned orchid
Scott Vandemergel, history buff and St. Clair Shores Tax Assessor, led a collections in the country. Visit our website at
Neighborhood History Walking Tour that departed from the Provencal- ~ WWw.gphistorical.org to access the exhibition slide
Weir House. The group traveled to Lake Shore Road, up Kerby and show and learn more about this touching story.

back to GPHS via Kercheval. They stopped along the way to discuss the
history of the community and various buildings, including the Moross
Pumping Station; the Schmidt House at 301 Lake Shore Road, where

the present owner, Robin Heller, came out to talk to the group about the

* Black and white photographs were supplied by
Warren Wilkinson, grandson of the Whitcombs.

Color images were supplied courtesy of the Detroit

history of their home; and the 70+ year old Grosse Pointe Florists, where Institute of Arts.

James Farquhar shared the background of their family business. Genot

Picor (musician and storyteller)
and Michael Francis (fiddler
extraordinaire) presented
A Summer Veilleé

(celebration) in July

on the lawn of the
Provencal-Weir House.

Th ts enjoyed
hv;}?;?i;:g%’i Q. .D ‘). .D

1800s and stories

relating to Old Pair of men’s eyeglasses found at 211 Vendome
T et Grosse Pointe and following the party. These have been moved to
ennancovresiaie Lake St. Clair. our office. Please call (313) 884-7010 to arrange

for pickup.

For more information on this event visit our website: RINAEIN T ({2 ROV




Grants for GPHS

We are very pleased to announce that the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
was recently awarded two grants, one focused on upgrading computer systems
from the Kresge Foundation, in tandem with the Cultural Alliance of South-
eastern Michigan, Michigan Nonprofit Association and NPower. The other
grant included the presentation of the Bookshelf, a professional set of books
covering many aspects of collection care. This was distributed through the
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) with the American
Association for State and Local History (AASLH) and was given to select
libraries and museums across the country.

The Kresge grant, presented to 19 local organizations, allowed us to upgrade
various software and equipment needs. We added additional memory, a NAS
server and purchased various flash drives to allow us to share and efficiently
backup our data. We also improved our “networking” abilities, added new
Norton Anti-Virus software and Microsoft Office 2008, to replace the 2003
version. Along with ten other recipients, GPHS also received additional
consultant time to set up the new equipment and train our staff. This will help
us function well and keep us up to date with new technologies. This timely
grant is greatly appreciated.

The IMLS Bookshelf was organized to help libraries and museums in the
United States understand proper and up-to-date collection care. The books
focus on a variety of themes including museum housekeeping, developing a
disaster preparedness plan to protect people and collections in the face of an
emergency, ethics involving the care of cultural and specialized collections,
and understanding legal issues involved with museum collections. This grant
is the result of a multi-year, multi-faceted national initiative to raise the
public’s awareness and a call to action to Connect to Collections and preserve
our heritage.

President’s Reflection

continued from front page

hope to partner with the five local municipalities and many organizations
including schools, nonprofits and the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce.

And last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank Stuart Grigg who for
the last three years has been our President. With his guidance, our Society has
made great strides. I will strive to do as fine a job during the next two years.

I'm looking forward to all of us working together to make our Society run
smoothly and efficiently, and have some fun along the way, as we preserve history
for generations to come.

Please visit our website at www.gphistorical.org to learn more about our
organization and contact us with your thoughts and ideas. We would love to hear

from you.
Y Susan Hartz

PresipENT, GROSSE POoINTE HisTORICAL SOCIETY

Correction from Spring 2009 issue:

In reference to New at the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center and
the gift from Dick Walters, the Reno brothers grew up on Ridge Road not
Reno Lane. Lawrence Reno moved to Reno Lane after he got married.

Support the Society with a legacy gift.

We are inviting donors to include
GPHS in their wills and trusts. Annuities,
IRA’s and insurance policies are an easy
way to leave a gift. We look to you
for support dedicated to the important
work we do.

...or make a donation online.
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Not Yet a Member?

Check out this Convenient Way to Join!
Visit www.gphistorical.org
and select the link,
Join & Support GPHS.

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Headquarters, Provencal-Weir House, c. 1823,
376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second Saturday
of each month during special events, and by
appointment. The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran
Resource Center, 381 Kercheval Ave., is open
Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:00 AM-12:30 PM
and 1:30-4:00 PM. Phone: (313) 884-7010.
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Wednesday, September 16,2009
N Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

Lawrence Baranski, Director of Public Programs at the Detroit Institute Arts, will present a program relating to long
time Grosse Pointe resident, Bill Kennedy.

Willard “Bill” Kennedy was a Hollywood actor, voice artist, and host of the long-running Windsor and Detroit based
television show “Bill Kennedy at the Movies”. This local TV icon’s program first appeared on CKLW-T'V in Windsor and
then on WKBD in Detroit, running from 1956 through 1983. In 1985 Kennedy donated his Fabulous Files to the Detroit
Institute of Arts’ film department, more than 10,000 photographs and other ephemera spanning eighty years of American
film history. The talk will be illustrated with numerous rare images taken from this collection, as well as a look at Kennedy’s
relentless collection of minute film facts.

The Guardian Building: Cathedral of Finance
Wednesday, October 21, 2009

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms
Co-sponsored by the Grosse Pointe Historical Society, Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, Grosse Pointe War Memorial
and Wayne State University Press.

James W. Tottis, former Associate Curator of American Art at the Detroit Institute of Arts and
Professor in the Humanities Department at Wayne State University, will present a program relating to
his book, The Guardian Building: Cathedral of Finance and the Grosse Pointe residents behind the
company that created this work of art.

Perhaps the most recognizable structure erected during the 1920’ in Detroit was the Union Trust Building, now known
as the Guardian Building. The expressive Gothic-inspired elements, bright orange brick facade,
and brightly colored ceramic accents immediately set it apart from the surrounding buildings. The interior is similarly
extravagant, with a lobby ceiling made entirely of multicolored tiles, walls and floors accented by exotic marbles, and
platinum-colored Monel metal elevator doors, gates, and handrails.

+ James W Tailiy ¢

Sanders Confectionery
Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, 7:30 pm
Greg Tasker, former Detroit News Editor and Reporter and widely published freelance
writer, will present a program relating to his book, Sanders Confectionery.
For more than 130 years, there has been no sweeter word in Metro Detroit than Sanders.
The venerable confectioner was once as much a part of Southeastern Michigan as the
Big Three, J. L. Hudson’s department store, and Coney Island. A Detroit icon, it served a
fountain of memories for generations. At its peak, the company boasted more than 50
stores, including a Grosse Pointe store, which closed its original location in the 1990s -
only to reopen down the street to continue creating memories for the new millennium.
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Grosse Pointe Historical Society presents

A De-lovely Night in Grosse Pointe

A gala benefit for the Grosse Pointe Historical Society at the stately F. Caldwell Walker House (sse page 7),
now recogniged as the Simon home, on a prestigious street in Grosse Pointe Farms

Friday, June 19, 7:00 p.m.

Featuring
A strolling summer supper.
The music of Cole Porter performed by Rennie Kaufmann.
Black and white attire suggested

Event Co-Chairs
Suzy Berschback, Lisa Mower Gandelot, Susan Hartz and Molly Valade

Limited Reservations
For more information, please call (313) 884-7010 or e-mail info@gphistorical.org
Funds raised will support the operations and activities of GPHS.

| New Teacher at the One-room
Schoolhouse

A new teacher will be ringing the bell at the One-room Schoolhouse this spring.
Izzy Donnelly will be running the program for local children at the Provencal-
Weir House.

B Donnelly, a musician, artist, actress, and former teacher, is perfect for the job,
said GPHS Executive Director Maureen Devine. “Izzy will draw on her experi-

m cnce to bring local history to life. Her fun personality will shine through,” said
Devine. “Field trip season is upon us and I predict the student groups will enjoy
spending the day with our new schoolmistress.”

continued on page 3
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From the Director’s Desk

As I 'look over the past few months at the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society, 'm surprised by how much has been
accomplished. The Society is an active group of volunteers and
board members. As the new face here, I thank everyone who has
warmly welcomed me and helped me in my new position

as Executive Director.

Also, there is one more new face at GPHS. We have hired an
Education Director/One-room Schoolhouse Teacher, 1zzy
Donnelly. Please read the article about this talented, experienced
and engaging addition to the staff. We are very pleased to welcome her. A number of
schools are already calling to schedule their upcoming spring field trips. The month of
May will be a beehive of activity, which is what we like. There are twelve months in
the year and there is always room for more visitors on our schedule.

I wish to thank Lori Stefek and Doug Cordier for hosting Second Saturday events

at the Provencal-Weir House. Weather was not kind on January 10th for Lori Stefek, of
Stefek’s Auctioneers and Appraisers. Nevertheless, she was on-site, cheerful and pre-
pared to help the attendees learn more about their family treasures. Visitors did make
their way through the blowing blizzard with heirlooms in hand. We hope to schedule
another session in the near future — during a warmer season! Please stay tuned.

On Valentine’s Day, Doug Cordier offered a cooking class and food tasting event to a
sold out crowd. It was a fun filled evening and the shrimp Tosca and ricotta gnocchi
were delicious! I have already successfully made both recipes at home. Doug is an
excellent chef and teacher.

In addition to public programming, we have many behind-the-scene organizational
initiatives going on. Projects involve a possible expansion to accommodate archival
storage at the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center, a shift to in-house book-
keeping, continued progress on the archival digitizing endeavor. Visit our website for
future updates and progress reports.

We are always looking for new members and volunteers. We have been pleasantly sur-
prised by the continued support during these difficult economic times. We thank you
for recognizing the importance of this organization to our community. Please invite
and encourage friends and family to join and participate, too. We are here to benefit
the five Grosse Pointes and surrounding communities. Thank you for your support!

Mauwwreen Devine
Executive Director

Check out this
Convenient
Way to Join!

Visit
www.gphistorical.org
and select the link,
Join the Society,
Membership.

The purpose of the
Grosse Pointe
Historical Society
is to preserve and
promote
the history of the
Grosse Pointe
Community.
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Spring 2009 Dr. Frank Bicknell
Lecture Series

Albert Kahn, the Fords and Grosse Pointe
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 7:30 p.m.

Edsel and Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore
Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

During the centennial

of Kahn’s work with the
Fords, we will explore
his relationship with that
family and his other

works in Grosse Pointe.
Complimentary

New Teacher at the One-room Schoolhouse
continued from front page

Donnelly can’t wait to get started. “I am delighted to be
working with GPHS. I am so impressed with the
Provencal-Weir House and all that the Society has done
to preserve it,” she said.

“I think the one-room schoolhouse is such a valuable
resource for our children to be able to dress up in period
costume and really ‘feel’ like they are back in time. The
experience will bring history to life and make learning fun
for all of us. The Provencal-Weir house is a tremendous
asset to the Grosse Pointe community and I am proud to
be part of it!”

Donnelly taught at the Grosse Pointe Academy for 14
years. Before that, she was at St. David Elementary
School in Detroit. She is a member of the Theater Arts
Club and Fine Arts Society of Detroit and has been in
numerous plays at the historic Players Playhouse, of
which her grandfather was a member.

The One-room Schoolhouse program gives children the
opportunity to turn back the clock and experience the
classroom as local predecessors did. The second floor of
the Provencal-Weir House, c¢. 1823, has been transformed
into a one-room schoolhouse, c. 1900, complete with
benches, individual chalkboards and McGuffy Readers.
They will even be able to dress-up in old-fashioned
costumes.

The curriculums replicate what lessons were taught in
the 1900s and show how they are different - and the
same - from lessons taught today. The room can accom-
modate up to 30 students, their teacher, and two parent
volunteers. The school day runs from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30
p.m. Curriculums for the second, third, fourth, and fifth
grades are currently available. Teachers are welcome to
follow these curricula, but are not limited to them. Any
teachers who are interested in bringing their classes
should call the Society at 313-884-7010.

New at the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran
Resource Center

Hickey'’s first staff, c. 1900
We have received some interesting contributions in the
past few months.

Bill and Mary Jo Huntington, of Hickey’s Walton
Pierce, donated some fascinating bits of history after
the legendary clothier closed in February: A wall-
mounted bronze plaque and bronze table-top sign that
both read E.J. Hickey Co. and a photo of the first staff
of E. J. Hickey’s from 1900 in their original downtown
Detroit location. Also included was a photo of
Henrietta Pierce, Bill's grandmother and couturiere,
who in 1925 opened Walton-Pierce also in Detroit, the
fashionable women’s store that eventually moved to
Grosse Pointe and later merged with E.J. Hickey’s Co.

Dick Walters stopped by in January and gave us a
hand-made duck-decoy and two fishing lures by Grosse
Pointers Laurence and Louis Reno. The items are
carved and detailed in wood, as well as hand painted.
The brothers lived on Reno Lane many years ago and
enjoyed fishing and duck-hunting on Lake St. Clair.

We hope to display these items for visitors to see later
in the year.

Pointes of History, May 12

The public and all past plaque recipients are invited to
attend the POINTES OF HISTORY CELEBRATION on
May 12, 2009, 7:00 pm at the Grosse Pointe War
Memorial. It is an opportunity to come share your
knowledge about your property and to learn about other
locations that have played a prominent role in the history
of Grosse Pointe. We will award the 2008-2009 plaques
and recognize all past plaque recipients. A wine and
cheese reception will follow. Please come and share
your history with us. Call the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society, 884-7010, for more information or visit
www.gphistorical.org.



Thank You to our 2008
Annual Appeal Donors

Ms. Judy L. Adams

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Agley
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph J. Agley
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Asmus

Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. Austin
Mr. Daniel Barrett

Ms. Sandy Baumchen

Mr. David A. Beatty in memory of
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Mrs. Elizabeth Berg-Jachman
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Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin J. Burns
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Ms. Carolyn Candler &
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Mr. & Mrs. Gary A. Colett
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Mr. & Mrs. Harry G. Constant
Mrs. Ralph Cooper

Mrs. Jack M. Cudlip

Miss Carrie Cunningham
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Mr. & Mrs. David De Vries
Mr. & Mrs. Paul F. Decker

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Denner
Mrs. Dorothy Denomme

Ms. Maureen E. Devine &
Mr. Larry Baranski

Ms. Amy DeWys-VanHecke &
Mr. John VanHecke

Mr. Michael B. Dib

Mr. Allen G. Dickinson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Diehl, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Paris DiSanto

Mr. Michael M. Dixon
in memory of
Joan Mulford Dixon

Ms. Jean Dodenhoff

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Dodenhoff

Dr. & Mrs. Mitchell P. Dombrowski
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Dossin

Mrs. William L. Drennen

Dr. Jack C. DuBois

Dr. & Mrs. J. Richard Dunlap
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight W. Edwards, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Elsey

Mr. & Mrs. John E. English

Mr. John Entenman

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Farley

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Farquhar
Mrs. Kay Felt

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Fisk

Mr. & Mrs. James A. Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald G. Forster
The Franzen Family

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Fridholm

Mr. & Mrs. H. Richard Fruehauf
Ms. Meta C. Gallagher

Mrs. John P. Galvin

Lisa Mower &. Jon B. Gandelot
in memory of Lucy Hamilton
and Leon and Olivia Mandel

Garden Club of Michigan
Mrs. Max Gardner
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Giancarlo

Mrs. William D. Gilbride
in honor of Michael J. Farley

Ms. Anne Ginn
Mr. & Mrs. John Graffius

Mr. Daniel C. &
Rev. Marianne Grano

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel A. Grant
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Griffith
Mr. Stuart W. Grigg

Dr. & Mrs. George Grunberger
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred D. Guastello
Mrs. Richard B. Gushee

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Haas

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Hackathorn, Jr.
in memory of Letechia
Hackathorn & Paul DeGrande

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Haigh
Mr. John S. Hammond

Ms. Marlene Harle

Dr. & Mrs. Reginald Harnett

Ms. Cyndee Harrison
in honor of Suzy Berschback,
Amy VanHecke, Maud Lyon,
Stuart Grigg

Ms. Patricia Heftler

Dr. & Mrs. Gerhardt A. Hein

Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. Herbert
Mr. Hugo S. Higbie

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore R. Hodges, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Hollerbach
Mr. Donald P. Howard

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar C. Howbert

Dr. & Mrs. Brian Hunt

Mr. Jay F. Hunter

Mr. & Mrs. R. Craig Hupp

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Ignasiak

Mr. & Mrs. Walter A. Jacques
Paula & Michael Jarvis

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Jennings, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Juergens

Mr. Stephen M. Kelley

Ms. Shirley J. Kennedy

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel N. King

Mr. & Mrs. Dallas R. Kitchen



Mr. & Mrs. Garland M. Knight III
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Koch

Mrs. William E. Kohr

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Kosinski

Mr. & Mrs. Michael LaForest

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Lambrecht, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lavins

Lawrence Scripps Wilkinson
Foundation

Dr. & Dr. James W. Lepczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph J. Liedtke
Mrs. Charles M. Lightfoot

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Lindow

Ms. Maud Lyon &
Mr. David Tarrant

Mrs. J. R. MacMillan
Mrs. Herbert J. Mainwaring
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon R. Maitland, Jr.

Mrs. Robert M. Malecek
in memory of Robert M. Malecek

Mr. & Mrs. Dutch L. Mandel
Mr. Patrick W. Mann

Mr. Richard Manoogian

Mr. Richard Marsh

Col. & Mrs. Michael V. Marston

Ms. Sarah Martin
in Loving memory of Sarah’s
parents, Tom’s in-laws & our

sons’ grandparents, Ruth &
Alfred Moran

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Mathews
Ms. Olivera Mazza
Mr. & Mrs. Graham McCabe

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F.
McClanaghan

Ms. Helen S. McGraw

Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. McKnight
Mr. & Mrs. John McSorley

Mr. & Mrs. H. Hudson Mead
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Mercier

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Miller

Dr. Helen Minichelli
in memory of Charles Hutula

Ms. Patricia F. Mogk
Mrs. Charles R. Moon
Mrs. Gerard Mooney

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Moore

Mrs. Shirley Smith
Morrin-Mulligan

Mr. & Mrs. James Morris

Mr. & Mrs. William Moseley
Mr. & Mrs. James Motschall, Jr.
Mr. Herman E. Mozer

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Mullen

Mr. & Mrs. James Mullins

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick O. Neumann
in honor of Tish Colett

Mr. & Mrs. George A. Nicholson III
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Nicholson
Mrs. Robert Nugent

Mr. Peter Oldani

Mr. Edward B. Palm

Mr. & Mrs. Russell H. Peebles

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Pegg

Mr. & Mrs. William W. Penoyar, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. C. Kenneth Perry, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Michel J. Pilorget

Mr. Robert E. Powers

Ms. Margaret Prokop

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Rands III
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Reichert

Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Richards

Mr. & Mrs. John S. Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ritok, Jr.

Ms. Gayl Robinson

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Rohr

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Roney

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Rosen
in honor of Stuart Grigg

Mrs. George Roumell

Mrs. Penny Rudolph

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Ruffner

Mrs. Vera Ryan

Mrs. Sylvia S. Sanders

Ms. Helen Santiz

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Schmitt I11
Dr. & Mrs. John R. Schneider

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lee Schoenith
Mr. James L. Schroth

Mr. Joseph Schwartz in memory
of Mr. & Mrs. Moran

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Shell
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd F. Simpson
Dr. & Mrs.Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS

Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Skinner
in honor of Stuart Grigg

Mr. & Mrs. David Sloss
Mr.and Mrs. Steven T. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Fred J. Somes, Jr.

Miss Angeline &
Miss Geraldine Speck

Mrs. Richard Speer

Mrs. Florence M. Stahl

Mr. & Mrs. F. Robert Steiger
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Steketee

Ms. Donna Stoner
in honor of Carolyn Candler

Mrs. Gail Stroh Marentette in
memory of Lloyd Marentette

Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Strowger
Mrs. Charles C. Sullivan III

Dr. & Mrs. L. Carl Sultzman
Ms. Beverly Tannian

Ms. Katherine Thomas

Ms. Sybil Thomas

Mr. & Mrs. Loren J. Tibbitts
Mrs. Virginia Tompkins

Mr. David M. Trebing

Mr. & Mrs. James Turnbull III
Mrs. Richard H. Turner

Mrs. Edward J. Tutag

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Ulrich
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Valade

Mrs. Mary Ann Van Elslander
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen P. Vella
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Vincent
Mr. & Mrs. John Vismara

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Walworth, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gail L. Warden

Mr. & Mrs. John L. Watson
Mrs. Marian Sayward West

Dr. & Mrs. B. Thomas Weyhing III
Carol & James Whitehead

Dr. & Mrs. Fred W. Whitehouse
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery Willemain
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Williams
Mrs. Douglas K. Willis

Dr. & Mrs. Francis Wilson

Mr. Gary E. Wilson

Ms. Bette Jane Wogen

Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Wolking
Mr. & Mrs. Levering Wood

Mr. & Mrs. John T. Woodhouse
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zeller

Mrs. Kristina Ziebron

Every effort has been made to ensure
the accuracy of our Annual Appeal
supporters. Please call (313) 884-7010
or e-mail admin@gphistorical.org

if an error has been made.



Valentine’s Tasting

Talented chef and GPHS Board member Doug Cordier hosted a delightful Valentine’s evening for
about 20 friends of the Society. Cordier prepared Italian delicacies including antipasti, ricotta
gnocchi, and shrimp Tosca. Guests also enjoyed a wine tasting, courtesy of Mark Garmo of
Village Food. Cordier displays a gnocchi board, used to form ridges in the pasta.

Gym class from the 30s.

Mason turns SO

On February 27, Maureen Devine, Susan Hartz, and Izzy
Donnelly of the GPHS helped Mason Elementary cele-
brate its 80th birthday. The school opened in 1929 with
99 students. It was only the third elementary school in
the district and taught grades K-4.

The Society was given original copies of the first three
issues of Mason’s school newsletter, Masonews, from
1929. They provide a wonderful glimpse into schooldays
80 years ago. Our favorite items include notice of the
Leisure Time club, whose aim is “to teach one how to
wisely use his leisure time,” and an announcement that,
to raise money, the students are selling “Ready-Jell.” Ads
included one from the “Milk Salesman” and Lochmoor
Meat Market, phone Lenox 6118, which had a coupon for
25 cents on a $2 purchase.

Thank You, Native American
Donors Display
Donations Questers Grosse Pointe

Louisa St. Clair
Chapter of the
Daughters of the
American Revolution

Chapter 147

Gifts in Kind

Mr. and Mrs. Doug
Cordier

Mr. Mark Garmo —
Village Food Market
Mrs. Noreen Fancy

Mr. and Mrs. Charles

Community Foundation
for Southeast Michigan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F.
Decker (Gandelot
Endowment for

Provencal-Weir House) ~ Mathews
Front Porch Fund Mr: and Mrs. Michael
Skinner

Questers: Fox Creek
#216, Pear Tree #193,
Pettipointe #243, Rose
Terrace #1438

Mrs. Tennant
Mr. Richard Walters

Mr. and Mrs. George
Zinn

Fourth grade students presented a timeline of the school.



Saved by the Ice

On Februry 4, 1928, a Douglas C28 took off
from Selfridge Air National Guard Base near Mt.
Clemens. The craft ran into trouble and was
forced to make an emergency landing on the ice
on Lake St. Clair in front of D.M. Ferry’s home
at 17100 Jefferson Avenue.

Windows on Time

Next time you go to CVS in the Village,
check out the front window. A dozen
historic images from the GPHS
are on display in large light boxes. Do
you remember when Kercheval

looked like that?

F. Caldwell Walker House (continued from front page)

Robert O. Derrick designed this dignified, Georgian estate for Hiram Walker’s grandson, F. Caldwell Walker, in 1931.
Walker never had a chance to completely finish the interior or live in the house. Due to the depression, he lost it to
the bank. Three years later the house was sold to Wendell Anderson Sr. of Bundy Tubing. Five Belgian craftsmen
were hired to finish the wood and plaster work inside — a three year project. Anderson lived there until 1963, when
the home was sold to George and Penny Simon who raised their 10 children there. It is still presently owned by the
Simon family.

The impressive red brick structure has strong classical lines including Ionic columns on the front and rear porches.
Also, other elegant appointments decorate the exterior, including four decorative carved stone medallions flanking
either side of the building front, which represent the Four Seasons. The estate sits on 2.2 acres of land, and the
house itself is approximately 18,000 square feet.



Spring/Summer Second Saturdays

Drop in for our open-house tours of the 1823 Provencal-Weir House and enjoy these activities from 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Sponsored by the Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation

Mother’s Day Tea (event on Saturday)
May 9, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Our annual May tea party. Guests will don their favorite hat and learn more about the history and tradition of

afternoon tea while enjoying a selection of teas and light refreshments. Don’t have a hat? Hostess Cyndee
Harrison’s vintage collection will be available! Enjoy Maypole dancing on the lawn, weather permitting.

Walking Tour
June 13, Tour begins at 2:00 p.m.

Take a guided walking tour of the neighborhood around the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s Provencal-Weir
House. The tour, led by St. Clair Shores City Assessor Scott Vandemergel, will last one—-two hours. Points of interest
include 301 Lakeshore Pumping Station, Moross Road, John Wynne House, Tonnancour, Windemere Place, and
Provencal Road. The walk will be approximately one mile.

The History and Preservation of Lake St. Clair
July 11, 1-4:00 p.m.

Genot Picor and a lecturer from the Clinton Watershed Conservancy will inform
participants of the Lake Conservation Program’s efforts to keep Lake St. Clair
healthy and alive for everyone to enjoy. There will be activities for children. Light
refreshments will be served.

Stay tuned!

The purpose of the
The GPHS is in the process of creating a

Grosse Pointe Historical Society

summer camp for children ages 7-8 and 9-10. .

is to preserve and promote
the history of the

Grosse Pointe Community.

The camp will offer activities including arts
and crafts, musice, cooking and other popular
activities of yesterday. Details to follow.
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excited to announce its new Executive Director, Maureen

Devine. Devine, a native Grosse Pointer, has an extensive
background in caring for art and historical collections, including
10 years at the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House starting in 1988. Most
recently working in Chicago as a consultant curator to McCormick
Place, Chicago’s premier convention center, and as associate exhibit
curator for The Glass Experience at the Museum of Science and
Industry, Devine brings more than 20 years experience organizing
and administering museum collections, as well as fundraising and
community relations.

The Board of Trustees of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society is

“Maureen has roots in the community and world-class education and
experience,” said Stuart Grigg, president of the Society. “She has the
proven ability to envision our future from a strategic level and to help the Grosse Pointe Historical Society take
its next step toward growth and goals.”

Devine started out as an artist who received her BFA in printmaking from Western Michigan University. She later
focused on art history for her MA from Wayne State University and has participated in several professional
development programs on museum leadership and collecting. She lives in Detroit with her husband, Larry
Baranski, Director of Public Programs at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

As head curator at the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, Devine was responsible for the care and documentation of
the art and historical collections, and was involved with historic preservation and public programming. She left
there in 1998 and joined Driehaus Capital Management in Chicago as art curator. Driehaus’ founder owns several
historic buildings and an exceptional 19th century fine and decorative art collection. She was responsible for the
care, research, display and documentation of the corporate and private collections in the Chicago headquarters,
international offices, and private residences, as well as historic preservation of several historic structures.

“The legacy of Grosse Pointe represents a wealth of interesting social history and architecture relating to our
community, as well as to the City of Detroit. This heritage reaches back to the Native American presence, to
French ribbon farms, to the great houses, the auto industry, and now the new millennium. I look forward to
preserving, sharing and celebrating this history,” said Devine.

Wilkinson Foundation Supports Further Digitizing, City Survey

M Digitizing the collection of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society will continue as
e planned thanks to a $10,000 grant from the Wilkinson Foundation, endowed by
Mhlll : Grosse Pointe residents Warren and Mireille Wilkinson. Artwork, photos, docu-
ments, books, and maps will be scanned and then made available on the
Society’s Web site, www.gphistorical.org, through an on-line search engine, for
research. Additional Web galleries and exhibits may also be added. To date, the
Web site has 15 online exhibits.

A portion of the grant funding is designated for continuation of a survey of the
“built environment” of the City of Grosse Pointe. This study was begun by

continued on page 7



Eagle Scouts Help
Clear Cemetery and
Host Event

Once again, the Grosse Pointe Historical Society was the
beneficiary of the hard work and diligence of some local
Eagle Boy Scouts. Kevin Bennett, a student at Grosse
Pointe North, was a big help in preparing St. Paul’s

Cemetery to be ready for the Talking Headstones program

held in October.

“Kevin wanted to do something for the community and
really took an interest in the St. Paul cemetery that he

has biked by a number of times during the many years he
has lived here,” according to his mother, Maureen. “Kevin

has worked pretty hard to try and earn his Eagle by the
age of 16 and part of that is to do a major project for the
community or a conservation project.”

The first weekend, Kevin and about 19 other boys weed-
whacked around the grave stones, pulled weeds and
trimmed back along the fence line, pruned the trees to
see the headstones underneath the trees, raked and
threw out trash. They added new mulch at the beginning
and spoke with the neighbors who were very excited to
see the work being done. The scouts found and uncov-

ered a large Thibault grave that was obliterated by weeds.

They carefully dug it out and are extremely proud of
the marker.

The next week, Kevin, with the help of Mr. David and
Andrew Poletis, put together a hand-made park bench
which Kevin worked on for over a month and added that
to the cemetery. He also flanked each side with solar
lights. Then, Kevin added some flowers, continued clean
up, and also added flags to the veterans’ graves.

The boys finished the project by serving as tour guides

for the October event, dressed as ribbon farmers. Since
they were familiar with grave markers, they were

able to escort family members to their particular ances-
tors' graves.

The Past for the Future:
A Simple Way to Give a Legacy
Gift to the Society

“I give, devise, and bequeath the sum of

8 (or % percent) of my net
estate, as finally determined for estate tax
purposes, to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
(GPHS), a nonprofit 501(¢)(3) organization
located in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, to be
used in furtherance of its charitable purposes.”
We are indebted to our donors who have
included the Grosse Pointe Historical Society in
their wills or trusts. Insurance policies, IRAs, or
annuities are an easy way to leave money to the
Society. If you would like to leave a restricted
gift or would like to discuss other gift planning
ideas, please call (313) 884-7010.

Officers
Stuart W. Grigg . . ................ .. President
Patti Schollenberger . ... ... Vice President-Administration
Herman Mozer ............. Vice President-Preservation
Denis Bouchard ... ........................ Treasurer

Honorary Board
Chip Berschback
Patricia R. Colett
Michael Farley
Lisa Mower Gandelot
Nancy Griffin
Ronald C. Lamparter
Russell H. Peebles
Robert J. Petz, Jr.

Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS

Mike W. Skinner

Gail R. Stroh-Marentette

Program Manager
Nancy Pacitto

Executuve Director
Maureen Devine

Administrator
Helga Liedtke

Parliamentarian
Andrea Weyhing
the Moorings Editor
Ann Marie Aliotta

Curator Emeritus
Jean Dodenhoff

Webmaster
Jay Hunter

Board of Trustees

Kay Agney Kiki Herfert
Suzy Berschback Gregory Jakub
Carolyn Candler Maud Lyon

Elizabeth Canzano
James Conway

Doug Cordier

Amy DeWys-Vanllecke
Valerie Dodenhoff
Douglas Dossin

Debbie Graffius

Susan Hartz

Josephine (Jo) Malecek
William Penoyar, Jr.
Ann Rock

Mary Lighton Shafer
Paul J. Sloan

Elizabeth (Penny) Soby
Molly Valade

Khristi Zimmeth

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society Headquarters, Provencal-
Weir House, c¢. 1823, 376 Kercheval Ave., is open the second
Saturday of each month during special events, and by appoint-
ment. The Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center, 381
Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and Wednesday,
10:00AM-12:30PM and 1:30-4:00PM. Phone: (313) 884-7010




Not Yet a
Member?

Check out this
Convenient
Way to Join!

Visit
www.gphistorical.org
and select the link,
Join the Society,
Membership.

The purpose of the
Grosse Pointe
Historical Society
is to preserve and
promote
the history of the
Grosse Pointe
Community.

Second Saturday Pastimes

On the Second Saturday of each month, drop in for our open-house tours of
the 1823 Provencal-Weir House and enjoy these activities. Sponsored by the
Alice Kales Hartwick foundation.

Romantic Food and Wine
February 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Join GPHS board member, chef Doug Cordier for a
special evening. Learn the secrets of how to prepare
two of Doug's favorite dishes: Shrimp Tosca and
Ricotta Gnocechi with almond pesto. Included in the
fun will be an Italian Antipasti platter and Blind Wine
Tasting featuring special wines provided by Marc
Garmo at the Village Market.

Reservations are limited to 20 attendees.

Cost is $40.00 for members, $45.00 for
non-members. Members will be given first
preference.

The Tinsmith and Colonial Foodways
March 14, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Ross and Jerri Grover were re-enactors at
Greenfield Village for many years. Ross is a
professional blacksmith and tinsmith and will
discuss all kinds of tin work. Jerri will
demonstrate Colonial foodways (cooking and
eating traditions) and prepare samples, with
activities for children.

Cost: 85.00 for all guests.

Glorious Gardens of Grosse Pointe
April 11, 1:00-4:00 p.m.

In the heyday of the estates and
mansions of Grosse Pointe, gardens
were as important as the home itself.
Nationally known landscape
architects, as well as local talent,
were commissioned to embellish the
property. GPHS Board member and
estate specialist Susan Hartz will
give a presentation on these glorious
gardens. Refreshments will be served.

Space is limited to 35 guests.
Reservations required.

Cost: 810 for members, 815 for
non-members.




Program Director Nancy Pacitto was digging around in the archives of the Main Branch of the Detroit Public Library
and discovered this information for an article in the Detroit Journal on April 26, 1911.. We thought it was particularly
interesting relative to today’s foreclosure epidemic.

The headline reads:
Mrs. Weir, Once Worth $100,000, Left Almost Penniless: Loses Fight to Save Old Homestead

Mrs. Weir, widow of James
Weir, a former probate judge of
Wayne County finds herself
penniless and alone in the
world.

When her father Peter (Pierre)
died in 1893, he left to Mrs.
Weir a handsome tract of land
in GP Village with a frontage of
150 feet on the lake shore. The
recent sale of the property for
$8165,000 to the Country Club
<4 by the Union Trust Co.
conceals a story of hardship
and struggle that few women left alone in the world at
Mrs. Weir's age have had to wage.

The piece of property has been in litigation and the
objective of various creditors for 10 years, ever since
Mrs. Weir, unable to stand on her feet alone, was
compelled to borrow 818,000 from William Cottrell,
once prominent in Mt. Clemens, to meet her
requirements. This was the fatal step that led her
down the stairway to loss of fortune.

Mrs. Weir gave Cottrell a mortgage for the amount and
when she found that she could not meet it she
renewed it several times until the sum had increased
to $50,000. Cottrell urged her to sell the property but
it had been her home since childhood and there were
sentimental reminiscences connected with the place
which forbade her. So Cottrell threatened foreclosure.

Mrs. Weir then appealed to Joseph H. Berry, varnish
manufacturer, for help and Berry consented to aid her,

giving the Union Trust Co. a guarantee for moneys
advanced on the Cotrtell mortgage. The mortgage,
taxes and interest kept piling up until, when Berry
died, he was indebted to the Union Trust Co. 850,000
for money advanced on the old Provencal home and
farm.

In the meantime, Mrs. Weir had given Berry a second
mortgage. Shortly after Berry's death, Cottrell also
died and the administrator for both estates could do
nothing but foreclose.

The Berry estate was compelled to pay off the Cottrell
mortgage to protect itself and the entire indebtedness
was thus valued to $115,000 about the entire value of
the property at the time.

Then the Union Trust Co. administrator for the Joseph
Berry estate sold the property to Mr. Frederick Alger
who acted for the Country Club, the price received
being $165,000.

Some five years after Mr. Berry's death, Mrs. Weir
brought suit against the Berry estate, his heirs and the
Union Trust Co, the Country Club and all the
purchasers of the property charging them with fraud
and asking for the restoration of the property.

The November 19, 1914 issue of the Detroit Journal
states, Mrs. C. Weir Loses Extended Lawsuit. Judge
Van Sile rendered his decision and exonerated the
Country Club, Frederick M. Alger, the Union Trust and
the estate of Joseph H. Berry from the charges of
fraud.

Good Enough to Eat!

The Provencal-Weir House has inspired numerous artists
throughout its history, but recently, two Grosse Pointe
Farms residents recreated the building in a unique
medium—gingerbread. Neighbors Thom Coyle and Dennis
Miriani designed their work for a gingerbread house
contest sponsored by the Edsel & Eleanor Ford House in
November. Their house was on display at the Ford House
through early January along with other entries.




What’s New on The Web

New Online Exhibits
Added
to Web Site

e
- e
e S

Three new online slideshows and online exhibits have been added to the Web recently. We invite you to log on to
www.gphistorical.org and view some fascinating images of our historic community from the comfort of your home.
All of these exhibits were made possible by the Wilkinson Foundation.

St. Paul Cemetery A slideshow of headstones and history of Grosse Pointe's only cemetery. The article by J. William
Gorski includes a history of the cemetery and the stories of many of the families buried there, among them Allard,
Beaufait, Cadieux, Frazho, Groesbeck, Newberry, Russell and Vernier.

My Journey: A Student's Historical Perspective of Pierce and Brownell Middle Schools and Grosse Pointe South
High School An the exhibit by our summer intern, Victoria Slater, featuring historical narratives and photo
slideshows of the Grosse Pointe schools she attended.

Stonehurst and the Schlotman Family Tour the magnificent mansion, "Stonehurst," and learn about the "other" Ford
family whose estates graced the Grosse Pointe shoreline. Includes a section on the spectacular yacht, Stellaris.

_._-.-__ -|_'_r|:|“.__:!]' g

© St. Paul |

Cemetery
Tour & slufeshow

Click 1o Wiew

Pierce students participating in
safety patrol ¢. 1940s

Regina Sublima Music Box

The Society had the great fortune to be the recipient of a long-term loan of a Regina
Sublima Music Box with 30 music discs from Mike Dixon. Music is created when a
perforated metal disc rotates over a set of combs and dampers, tuned in chromatic
scale. It is fully operational and will be playable for tours and groups visiting the
Provencal-Weir House c. 1823, where it now stands in the dining room.

The Regina Music Box company was established by German immigrant Gustave
Brachhausen in 1892. Regina boxes have long been renowned among collectors for
the quality of their tone.

The box has been loaned by Mike in memory of his mother, Mrs. Peter (Joan) Dixon.
She had been a member of the Society since 1979.




“1856 Temperance” written by Dianne Pegg; Charles
Moran Jr. played by Don Cillufo, Virginia Moran
St. Aubin played by Tamara Connelly.

“August 16, 1812—Fall of Detroit” written by Dianne
Pegg; Louis Beaufait played by Larry Marco, Young
George Moran played by Daniel Harris, Uncle Joseph
Moran played by Dante Buffalini, Young Phelice Moran
played by Becky Fogelsong, Mother Catherine Campau
Moran played by Delores Basile.

Talking

Headstones

8 Scares Up
Ancestors

October’s Talking Headstones
walk through St. Paul’s
Cemetery was a sell-out
success, with more than 200
people attending. Among the
guests were about 70
I (escendants of the families
buried there including Allard, Reno, Trombley, Moran,
D'Hondt, Vernier, Cook, Labadie, Beaupre, Rivard,
Cadieux, Trombley, Meininger, Korte, and Martin.

The event was a joint venture with the Grosse Pointe
Theater, including

Project Leader: Mary L. Petit

Producer and Assistant Director: Kathy Conlon
Stage Manager: Mikie Pizzimenti

Costumes: Ginger Hupp, Make-up: Arlene Marie
Schoenherr

Stage and Lighting: Sal DeMercurio assisted by Don
Corbin, Geoff Proven, and Dale Pegg.

During a writer’s workshop this summer, six writers from
the Grosse Pointe Theater created the scripts under the

direction of Kathy Conlon, vice president of the Theater.
They used information from the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society and St. Paul Church and William Gorksi, former
GPHS Board Member.

Volunteers that evening were Lynn Detwiler, Scott
Vandermergel, Pam Scanlon, Chip and Suzy Berschback,
and members of a local Eagle Boy Scout troop.

“1865 Remembering” written by Gwenn Bashara
Samuel; Catherine Peltier Beaufait played by Lois
Bendler, Louis Beaufait played by Larry Marco.



GPHS Benefl(:lary of $5 000 State Quester Grant

The Michigan State Organization of
Questers was proud to recognize and
congratulate the members of Rose
Terrace Questers #1438, Fox Creek
Questers #216, Pear Tree Questers
#193, and Pettipointe Questers #243 as
the 2008 Grant Recipient winner of
$5,000. The money was used for the
restoration of the front porch of the
Provencal-Weir House c. 1823.

In addition to the grant money, each
of the chapters donated $500 from
their treasuries to ensure that this
project would be completed in a timely
manner. In total, $7,000 was raised for
the project.

Only one such grant is awarded each
year, based on the need and historic
value of the project, and on the ability
of the chapters to support the project. It was awarded to GPHS Program Director Nancy Pacitto, also a founding
member of the Rose Terrace Questers, and Lynn Detwiler, of the Rose Terrace Questers, at the state Quester
convention earlier in the fall.

Stop by and take a look—the house has never looked better!

continued from front page

Wilkinson Foundation Supports Further Digitizing, City Survey

GPHS several years ago. Emphasis shifted to Grosse Pointe Farms, resulting in historicdistrict legislation and the

creation of the Beverly Road Historic District. (see http://www.ci.grosse-pointe-farms.mi.us/historic_district.cfm).

The Wilkinson Foundation granted funds in 2007-08 to revitalize the City survey, and important work was begun.
The current funding will allow that work to continue, with a goal of completion of the survey in 2009-10.

Not Yet a Member? Two Convenient Ways to Join!

1. Visit www.gphistorical.org and select the link, Join the Society, Membership.
2. You can also fill out the form below and mail it directly to the Society.

Grosse Pointe Historical Society Membership Form

(3 Senior Citizen$25.00 O Donor $125.00
(3 Individual 835.00 J Benefactor $250.00
O Family $50.00 O Major Benefactor $500.00
3 Friend 875.00 O Lifetime (may be paid over
J Business $£100.00 three-year period) $1,000.00
Name
Corporation
Address
City State Zip
Phone: E-mail
Today’s Date Enclosed is my check in the amount of 8
__MC __VISA Acct No. Exp Date Signature Amount

I am interested in Planned Giving information
Please make your check payable to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society and send it to:
Grosse Pointe Historical Society, 381 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236. Thank you for your support!



Spring 2009 Dr. Frank Bicknell Lecture Series

Complimentary. Seating is limited

Lincoln Bicentennial
Wednesday, March 18 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

ol T

the bicentennial of the birth of the sixteenth President of the United States.

of Ohio, 1861-1862.

Shopping in Downtown Detroit
Wednesday, April 22 7:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

in 2004.

Albert Kahn, the Fords, and Grosse Pointe
Wednesday, May 20 7:30 p.m.

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

that family and his other works in Grosse Pointe.

Dr. Gerald J. Prokopowicz, chair of the history department at East Carolina University
in Greenville, North Carolina, will present a program relating to his book, Did Lincoln
v v e | Owon Slaves? and other frequently questions about Abraham Lincoln, commemorating

Dr. Prokopowicz previously authored the critically acclaimed All for the Regiment: The Army

Michael Hauser, marketing manager of the Detroit Opera House, will present a program
relating to his latest book (December 2008) 20th Century Retailing in Downtown Detroit.
Mike, a Bicknell Lecturer last October when he spoke about his book Detroit’s Downtowwn
Movie Palaces (2006), also co-authored Hudson’s: Detroit’'s Legendary Department Store

During the centennial of Kahn’s work with the Fords, we will explore his relationship with
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“Talking Headstones”

A Walk Through St. Paul’s Cemetery
Saturday, October 11, 2008

Featuring actors from the Grosse Pointe Theatre
portraying the documented historical past of people
buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery

Performances at 6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
at St. Paul’s Cemetery
Country Club Lane and Moross in Grosse Pointe Farms
Please bring a flashlight.

Refreshments will be served
at the Provencal-Weir House
376 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Parking for the event is on Lakeview or Kercheval.

Tickets
$10 for members of the Historical Society
%12 for non-members

Advance ticket sales only
Space is limited.
Call (313) 884-7010 for tickets and information.

Online Exhibits Bring Grosse Pointe History
to Your Computer Screen

Taking a trip back in time can now be done over the Internet, thanks to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society. Three
new online exhibits featuring scores of historic photographs have recently been posted on the Society’s Web site,
www.gphistorical.org, and two more will soon be added. The exhibits were funded by the Wilkinson Foundation.

Just log on to the Web site, click on Slideshows and Exhibits on the right. The new exhibits are:
1911 Flying Exhibition

On June 19, 1911, a select group of Grosse Pointers gathered on the grounds of the Grosse Pointe Golf Club (on what
was the club’s race track and is now the athletic field at Grosse Pointe South High School) to take to the skies in one of
the Wright brothers newfangled flying machines. Industrialist Russell A. Alger was president of the Detroit Aero Club

continued on page 6




Log Cabin Gets the Bugs Out

The GPHS log cabin had some unwelcome visitors this spring—the powder post beetle—but astute attention and timely
action saved the building from being destroyed.

Board member Jim Conway discovered the post beetles when he was volunteering at our Encampment in May, giving
tours of the cabin. He is very familiar with this type of damage since he was the Director of Fort Wayne in Detroit for
over 20 years and had seen it before. He alerted fellow board member Tom Singelyn, who contacted Rose
Exterminators. The company confirmed the identity of the Lyctid powder-post beetles, known for their craving for oak
wood and their tendency to leave dust or powder behind.

After carefully covering the cabin with a tent to contain the pesticide, Rose successfully fumigated it. Tom and Norm
Johnson replaced two ceiling beams in June after Rose was finished. The cabin is now bug-free and open for touring.

The log cabin was originally built about 107 years ago near Lake St. Clair in Macomb County. It was transported to
Christ Church Grosse Pointe in 1938, then taken apart and moved to its current location, behind the Provencal-Weir
House, in 1999.

P.S. Hope everyone noticed the log cabin as the
background for a fashion shoot in the June issue

of Signature 48236/48230 magazine! The Past fOT the Future:
A Simple Way to Give a Legacy
Gift to the Society

“I give, devise, and bequeath the sum of
8 (or % percent) of my net
estate, as finally determined for estate tax
purposes, to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
(GPHS), a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
located in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, to be
used in furtherance of its charitable purposes.”
We are indebted to our donors who have includ-
ed the Grosse Pointe Historical Society in their
wills or trusts. Insurance policies, IRAs, or
annuities are an easy way to leave money to the
Society. If you would like to leave a restricted
Sift or would like to discuss other gift planning

is to preserve and promote ideas, please call (313) 884-7010.
the history of the

Grosse Pointe Community.

The purpose of the

Grosse Pointe Historical Society
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Th Robe];t g PetlZ ’ erDS Ann Marie Aliotta Weir House, c. 1823, 376 KerchevalyAve., is open the second
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Gail R. Stroh-Marentette Kercheval Ave., is open Tuesday and Wednesday,
Webmaster 10:00AM-12:30PM and 1:30-4:00PM. Phone: (313) 884-7010
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A Royal Success

More than 500 history buffs and supporters of the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society turned out for "A Royal
Celebration at Bellmor," the society's summer gala. The
event grossed 875,000 for educational and community
outreach programs celebrating local history. The event,
chaired by Mary Shafer, was held at the 1928 mansion,
Bellmor, designed for John Bell Moran by Robert O.
Derrick and currently owned by Randy and Judy Agley.
The home is on Windmill Pointe in Grosse Pointe Park.
Thanks to all who attended and to our most generous
donors listed below. Pictures of the evening are on the

next page.

Sponsors

Ms. Carolyn Candler and Mr.
Charles Leahy

Mr. Thomas C. Shafer,
President
DuMouchelle Art Gallery

Jon B. Gandelot & Associates,

P.C.and Lisa Mower Gandelot

Huebner Foundation, Mr. and
Mrs. Julius J. Huebner

Ms. Maud Lyon & Mr. David
Tarrant

Northern Trust Bank, Ms.

Dorothy Toelle

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Palms
(HP Foundation)

Private Bank, Mr. Gary
Cortner, Mng. Director

Radar Industries, Inc., Mr.
Mark Zmyslowski

Ralph C. Wilson Foundation,
Mr. Ralph C. Wilson,
President

Mr. and Mrs. William C.
Rands IIT

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Valade

Whitney Foundation, Ms. Jane
W. Gage

Directors

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Agley

Mr. and Mrs. Gebran S. Anton

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P.
Broderick

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Cracchiolo

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Timmis

Patrons

Mr. John Boll

Mr. & Mrs. James Bonahoom

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Booth II

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Denardis

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Dossin

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Gargaro

Drs. George and Holly Goffas

Dr. and Mrs. Reginald Harnett

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Kerzic

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald C.
Lamparter

Mrs. Robert M. Malecek

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C.
McBrien

Mr. and Mrs. H. Hudson Mead

Mr. and Mrs. James O'Neill

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J.
Strowger

Friends

Dr. and Mrs. Donald C. Austin

Suzy and Chip Berschback

Ms. Amy DeWys-VanHecke

Mr. and Mrs. James Giftos

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Griffin

Mrs. Joseph Gualtieri

Ms. Kiki Herfert

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Huebner

Dr. and Mrs. James W.
Lepezyk

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Marowske

Mr. Edward B. Palm

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Pegg

Mr. and Mrs. William W.
Penoyar, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J.
Russell IIT

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W.
Skinner

Mrs. Cleveland Thurber, 111

Donors

Mrs. Edmund T. Ahee

Ms. Barbara J. Ash

Mr. John Boll

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Book, Jr.

Mr. Adolph Bufalini

Ms. Libby Candler

Mr. and Mrs. Gary A. Colett

Mr. and Mrs. Walter B.
Connolly

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Crain

Mr. Robert L. Crowder

Mrs. Laurence J. Harwood

Ms. Georgiann Henritzy

Mrs. Robert Lytle

Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E.
Moellering

Mrs. Ayers Morison

Mr. Carl R. Nold and Ms. Vicki
L. Kruckeberg

Ms. Anne S. Nowak

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Rosen

Mr. and Mrs. James Scoggin

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Soave

Mrs. Anton F. Tewes

Ms. Kim Towar

Mr. and Mrs. Minert N.
Thompson, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. George C.
Vincent

Mr. and Mrs. Gail L. Warden

From the Program Director

We were very fortunate to have several young people
working in the Alfred B and Ruth S. Moran Resource
Center this summer as interns. Victoria Slater, a senior at
Grosse Pointe South, worked on a web exhibit on her
impressions of student life in Grosse Pointe throughout
the years.

Elliott Shafer and Gretchen Valade each did community
service at GPHS this summer for Albion College. Elliott
was a tour guide at the Provencal-Weir House, organized
our map collection and worked at the registration table at
the Bellmor party. Gretchen worked as a student teacher
with me at the Provencal-Weir House with second graders
from Ferry and Kerby schools.

Kerri Marowske did a fantastic job of organizing and cre-
ating catalogs for the Resource Center. She will be a
sophomore at Albion in September and plans to be a
museum curator.

—Nancy Pacitto

}Clip and Save!

Second Saturday Pastimes

On the Second Saturday of each month, drop in for our
open-house tours of the 1823 Provencal-Weir House
and enjoy these activities. Sponsored by the Alice Kales
Hartwick foundation, these activities and the tour are
free of charge but donations are suggested.

! September 13, 1-4 p.m. Guided Walking Tour of the

Neighborhood surrounding the Provencal-Weir house.
Tour starts promptly at 2 p.m. from the Provencal-Weir
house, led by Scott Vandemergel. Wear comfortable
walking shoes. Complimentary.

October 11, 6 -9 p.m. St. Paul’s Cemetery Walk
see front page

November 8, 1- 4 p.m.
Legends of the Fall

Local legends come to
life with Genot Picor
and fiddler Michael
Francis. Complimentary.

December 13, 6- 9 p.m.
Dickens of a Christmas
Party Enjoy local carol-
ers, refreshments and
holiday treats, and
Christmas décor and
exhibits, hosted by
Cyndee Harrison.
Complimentary.




A Royal Celebration at Bellmor June 11, 2008

Photos by Renee Landuyt.

Peter Huebner, John Prost, Julius and Cynthia Huebner,
Peggy Falcon, Lucy Prost, and Laura Huebner

Dr. Larry Lloyd, Kerri Marowske, Gary and Kathy
Jon and Lisa Mower Gandelot Marowske, and Linda Lloyd
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Tom and Mary Lighton Shafer, event chair, and their Vera Masgsza, Mireille and Warrer
daughter, Kate. Andrew Manny

-

Good Queen Bess and her court were on hand to greet Host and Hostess Randy and Judy Ag
the guests. (Harriet Berg as Queen Elizabeth and mem- and daughter-in-law, Jim and Rosario Agley
bers of the Renaissance Dance Company of Detroit)

Khristi Zimmeth (left) and Barb Belfore




Donations

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred R. Glancy II1

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lowden

Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Solak

Joseph and Jennifer Hudson Parke Fund
McGregor Fund

In Memory
Mrs. Anne E. O’Brien in memory of
John H. Wilson

Front Porch Fund
Grand Marais Questers

Thank You, Donors

Log Cabin Fund
Alice Kales Hartwick Foundation

Gifts in Kind

Mr. Charles T. Berschback
Mrs. Lisa Gandelot

Ms. Carol Ghesquire
Jerry’s Party Store

Mrs. Nancy Pacitto

Ms. Laura Rodin

Ms. Andrea Weyhing

Online Exhibits Bring Grosse Pointe History to Your Computer Screen

continued from front page

and an early investor in the Wright Airplane Co. He
arranged for a Wright Flyer airplane and a pilot to come
here and give demonstration rides to the Aero Club mem-
bers and their families. The exhibit shows pictures of this
event with text by John A. Bluth.

The story goes that Alger’s daughter, Josephine, was the
first woman passenger in the plane and inspired the song
“Come Josephine in My Flying Machine,” made famous in
the movie Titanic.

Grosse Pointe Farms Street Survey

During the late 1910s and early 1920s Grosse Pointe
Farms undertook a land survey documented in photo-
graphs. The photos are part of the Ignastius Backman
Collection from the Farms city offices. By the 1910s, the
advent of the car accelerated the development of Grosse
Pointe. New inland roads like Oak (now Muir) attracted
tradesmen, estate workers and village employees while
streets like Beverly lured businessmen and professionals.
Estate owners used inland portions of their property for
subdivisions like Lothrop; developers replaced farmland
with boulevards like Cloverly.

Historic Bronze Plaque Recipients

Since 1986, the Society has been annually awarding
bronze plaques to Grosse Pointe landmarks to recognize
their historical or architectural value to the community,
to encourage their continued preservation, or to recog-
nize the value of adaptive reuse. This exhibit showcases
all 65 recipients, detailing their street address, architect
and architectural style, year built and year awarded. A
great way to take a tour of some of Grosse Pointe’s most
important structures.




New at the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran

Resource Center

It’s about time

Next time you stop in the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran
Resource Center or Provencal-Weir House, you will be
greeted with the wonderful sounds of clocks chiming.
The most beautiful is the Cadieux clock in the Resource
Center. Designed by William Cadieux, the oldest son of
Isidore, around 1917, it was donated to the Society in
1991 by Dutch VandenBoom. The Grandfather clock
was oiled, received new hands and a winding key and
“runs like a champ!,” according to GPHS President
Stuart Grigg.

Three more clocks inside the Provencal-Weir house were
also refurbished and make wonderful tick-tock sounds all
day long. “It really adds to the atmosphere of the historic
house,” said Program Manager Nancy Pacitto.
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New map acquired

Honorary Board Member Mike Skinner recently acquired
an early twentieth century plat map of Grosse Pointe
from John King Books in downtown Detroit. The map,
from Mason L. Brown & Son Civil Engineers, shows
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Village and Grosse
Pointe Farms including the Grosse Pointe Manor subdivi-
sion, described as an “entire district within this boundary
restricted exclusively to single residence ranging from
83,500 to $15,000.” Stop by and check it out!

New brickwork at Moran Resource Center
The entry to the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource
Center got a face lift over the summer. The City of Grosse
Pointe Farms redid the sidewalk with bricks left over
from a park project, added a bench and put a second
trash receptacle at the corner of Lakeview and Kercheval.
Farms City Manager Shane Reeside was excited to spruce
up the corner that gets a lot of traffic.

Not Yet a
Member?

Check out this
Convenient
Way to Join!

Visit
www.gphistorical.org
and select the link,
Join the Society,
Membership.

GPHS member Ken Steketee enjoys a ride in Mike Skinner's Model T
during the August event at the Provencal-Weir House celebrating the
100th anniversary of the car. Steketee bought his first Model T in 1938
for 810.00 when he was 14 years of age and sold it in 1941 for $15.00.
About 25 people got rides in the two cars and about 50 people enjoyed
Mike’s lecture on the history of the car that “put the world on wheels.”



Fall 2008 Dr. Frank Bicknell Lecture Series

Grosse Pointe War Memorial 32 Lakeshore Dr.
Complimentary

General Motors Centennial
Wednesday, September 17, 7:30 p.m.
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Detroit’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
Wednesday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.

Collection and an adjunct faculty member at Wayne State University.

Mike W. R. Davis, will present a program relating to his book, “General Motors: A
Photographic History.” The previous day, September 16, 2008 will mark the centennial of the
founding of GM, the world’s largest automobile manufacturer for over 75 years. Davis has
authored numerous books, including Chrysler Heritage: A Photographic History, Detroit’s
Wartime Industry: Arsenal of Democracy, Ford Dynasty: A Photographic History, The Ford Fleet
1923-1989 & America's Favorite Homes: Mail-order Catalogues as a Guide to Popular Early 20th
Century Houses. Mike, a Yale graduate, served as corporate communications director of the Detroit
News and Evening News Association and as a Public Relations Manager at Ford Motor Company.

Downtown Detroit’s Movie Palaces
Wednesday, October 22, 7:30 p.m.

(note: fourth Wednesday of the month instead of the
third) Michael Hauser, will present a program relating
to his book, Downtown Detroit’s Movie Palaces. In the
first half of the 20th century Downtown Detroit was
the place Grosse Pointers went to attend first run
movies on the big screen. At its peak, the area sur-
rounding Grand Circus Park boasted a dozen palatial
movie theatres containing 26,000 seats. Hauser is mar-
keting manager for the Detroit Opera House.

Romie Minor will present a program relating to his book, Detroit's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Since 1924, Detroit’s
annual Thanksgiving Day parade has delighted people of all ages. The parade’s spectacular balloons, floats, bands,
special guests, and holiday spirit have made it the most celebrated civic event in all of Southeastern Michigan.
Romie is head archivist at The Parade Company, librarian at the Detroit Public Library’s Burton Historical
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Special Membership Now
Available to Businesses

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is now offering special membership
opportunities for businesses.
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“Our friends in the professional, financial and retail communities have supported
the Society since its inception. We are delighted to be able to now offer a special
% membership opportunity just for businesses to recognize their backing and
H assistance,” said Stuart Grigg, president of the Society.

L J A Business Membership to the Society, available for §100, offers many benefits,
including:

¢ Use of GPHS Business Member logo on your website and publications
e HotLink listing on our award-winning website

e Annual listing in the Society’s quarterly newsletter, the Moorings, as well as e-blasts

e Recognition at the annual Pointes of History Celebration

e Discounted sponsorship opportunities (newsletter underwriting, event sponsorship, historical map, etc.)

¢ A framed windmill painting plaque (above)—suitable for display in your business

Contact the Society at (313) 884-7010 for more information.

Support Needed from City
Governments

Several members of the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society recently spoke at the Mayors Breakfast, a
gathering of city officials from the five Pointes,
explaining the mission and accomplishments of the
Society and asking for financial support.

We are now asking you, members, friends, and sup-
porters of the Society, to reinforce our request by
writing to the city government and asking for their
financial backing. Specifically, we have asked each
city government for 5,000 per year to go toward
our educational, outreach, and archival initiatives.
This would create a more formal partnership
between the Society and the cities, furthering the
goals of each with regards to promoting and pre-

g : COTVi ; ; c ;
s T L b = serving thfe unique heritage of Grosse qute.
A o . . Grosse Pointe Farms has already committed.
Colonial French Marine fife and drum corps from Port Huron
entertains the crowd with traditional music from Detroit’s past continued on page seven

at the mini-encampment in May.




Letter from the President

Changes at the GPHS

Change is good, which is a good thing because there are a
number of them taking place at the Society. Suzy
Berschback, our curator, has taken a challenging and
exciting position at Beaumont Hospital Grosse Pointe.
Linda Johnson, our administrator, will soon move to
Boston with husband Alex, who has an exciting new job
there. Suzy and Linda have truly been visionary team
members, and will be long-remembered and sorely
missed. Happily, Suzy will now join the Board of GPHS,
hardly missing a beat.

New faces join us, and familiar faces take on different
roles. Nancy Pacitto, an active docent and volunteer who
was instrumental in the recent redecorating of the
Provencal-Weir house interior, comes on board as Interim
Program Manager for Programs and Activities. We will
soon name a Curatorial Project Manager for the
Digitization Project to continue digitizing the collection
and coordinating online exhibits. This project has been
generously supported by The Wilkinson Foundation. Our
first Scholar-Intern joins us this summer -- see the article
about her in this issue. And Helga Liedtke, who has vol-
unteered in the Resource Center, and draws on a lifetime
career in business management, will assume the role of
GPHS administrator.

Over the summer, we will be recruiting for our first
Executive Director. This move represents a Board com-
mitment to the goals long-nurtured at GPIS, and a logical
step in our organization's growth, development, and com-
mitment to preserving and promoting Grosse Pointe his-
tory. Please see our website for additional information
about this.

I hope you will join me in wishing Suzy and Linda well,
and welcoming our new team members, with your sup-
port and encouragement. I look forward with great antici-
pation to the next phase of the Society’s growth.

Stuart Grigg

Dear Friends,

It has been my honor to work for the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society for the last five years. I am forever
grateful to Stuart Grigg, who has encouraged and
empowered me to put my passion for local history to
work for the enjoyment and education of the community.
I have made lifetime friends on the board, and with our
staff volunteers and members. I am thrilled to accept a
position on the board as I move to Beaumont Hospital,
Grosse Pointe as Community Affairs Manager.

As I leave this position as Executive Director, I am satis-
fied with the growth steps we have taken in the last few
years. We have completed a strategic plan and spent the
last year beginning to implement it. We have won the
County Commissioners’ Award of Excellence from the
Wayne County Council for Arts, History and Humanities
for our website, newsletter and programs. We are well
underway digitizing the collection for preservation and
sharing with our members.

I believe we are in a good position to continue our
momentum and growth. We have a dedicated board and
a talented and passionate staff and growing list of vol-
unteers. Thank you to so many friends for the honor of
supporting the Society and its mission and all that we
have been able to accomplish together.

Historically yours,
Suszy

The purpose of the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society
is to preserve and promote
the history of the
Grosse Pointe Community.

President
Officers Board of Trustees
Stuart W. Grigg . . . ... President Kay Agney Maud Lyon
Patti Schollenberger .. ... .. Vice President-Administration Suzy Berschback™* Jolse.phine (Jo) Malecek
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Thank You, Donors

Donations
Mr. Douglas A. Boehmer
The Grosse Pointe Academy

In Memory

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shafer in memory of
Anita Spina

Ms. Carolyn Switzer in memory of Ruth S.
and Alfred B. Moran

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. in memo-
ry of Janet Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. William D. Wilson, in memory
of John H. Wilson

Cambell-Ewald in memory of John Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Dewandeler in memory
of John Wilson.

Front Porch Fund
Fox Creek Questers #216

Gifts in Kind

Mrs. Noreen Fancy
Ms. Margot Parker

Mr. Brandon M. Rogers
Ms. Laura Rodin

New Intern

Victoria Slater (above, left, with Stuart
Grigg), a junior at Grosse Pointe South, will
be interning at the Resource Center this
summer. Her main duties will be to work in
digitizing the collection. “The thing I love
most about Grosse Pointe history is the fact
that everyone has their own story, and most
stories tend to be connected in some way,”
she said. “And because a lot of the houses
are still up, and families still live in the
area, it makes the history actually come
alive. What really interested me about the
internship was being able to learn more
about the history through other people and
their stories, then being able to share that
information with others who are equally
excited about Grosse Pointe.”

New Members Join Board

Suszy Berschback, Susan Morris Harts, and Doug Cordier

Suzy Berschback joins our board after serving as the Society’s
Curator for the past five years. She has coauthored two books relat-
ing to Grosse Pointe, Grosse Pointe: 1880-1930 (2001), with
Madeleine Socia and Grosse Pointe Then & Now (2007), with Ann
Marie Aliotta. She has also written several articles for the Grosse
Pointe News and many of her photos have also been featured in the
paper. She was the Marketing and Public Relations Coordinator for
the Grosse Pointe War Memorial from 1990 to 2000 and is the new
Community Relations Manager at Beaumont Hospital Grosse Pointe.

Suzy possesses a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations from
Michigan State University and is a graduate of Grosse Pointe South
High School. She and her husband, Chip, who served as Society
President from 1998-2000 and who is an honorary board member,
both grew up in the community. They have two daughters.

Doug Cordier previously served two three-year terms on the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society board from 2000 to 2006. A former biology
teacher and radio executive, Doug is a Certified Ergonomic
Consultant and principal of Cascom Group LLC, but he is probably
better known around town for his real passion and culinary avoca-
tion as a chef. Doug has been teaching Italian and corporate cooking
classes at the Pointe Peddler and Grosse Pointe War Memorial for
twenty years. Along with teaching, Doug is also a celebrity TV chef
with Chuck Kaess on “Who’s in the Kitchen?” as well as culinary
charity fund raiser for the Ontario Food & Wine Expo, Detroit
Institute for Children, Bon Secours, Wigs for Kids and Lake Shore
Optimist Club. Doug and his wife Mary Beth also lead a tour each
year to Tuscany, Italy.

Susan Morris Hartz previously served one three-year term on the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society board from 1988 to 1991. Since
leaving our board she has continued to provide assistance to the
Society by pricing antiques that have been donated for the Society’s
Upscale Sales.

Susan once owned an antique shop in the community and for 30
years she operated “Hartz Household Sales,” during which time she
conducted over 1,200 estate sales and 500 appraisals. From 1995 to
2004 she hosted “Conversations with the Collectors” on Grosse
Pointe Cable. She is a current member of the Grosse Pointe City
Beautification Committee. She is a graduate of Wayne State
University. She and her husband, John were born and raised in the
community and have been married for 44 years. The have two chil-
dren and five grandchildren.
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Four Historic Plaques Awarded :

Robbie Robertson House
Alden Dow, architect
741 Middlesex, Grosse Pointe Park

Alden Dow was born in Midland and studied engineering
at the University of Michigan, planning on entering the
family business, Dow Chemical Company. After three
years in Ann Arbor, he transferred to Columbia
University to study architecture. He opened his architec-
tural office in 1934, after spending a memorable summer
with Frank Lloyd Wright.

The home on Middlesex reflects Dow’s philosophy of
“Composed Order”: The idea is to achieve harmony
among the people, materials, and ideas involved. The
home, the breezeway to the garage, and the landscape
combine to make this unique building design a dynamic
experience. The Unit Block System dominates Dow’s
design. He wanted to carry a bold geometric patter
through the house and into the garden outside. He cast
rhomboid blocks with square faces. One horizontal
course has blocks angled to the right, the following course
has them angled to the left.

Grosse Pointe Public Library
Marcel Breuer, architect
10 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

In 1951, Dexter M. Ferry, Jr., announced his intention to
donate a building for a central library to be constructed
on the corner of the high school property at Fisher and
Kercheval. Marcel Breuer, a Hungarian-born architect,
one of the fathers of modernism, was commissioned to
design the building. He created a small, elegant structure,
two stories tall, with a front facade that was partly
unadorned brick to echo the traditions of Grosse Pointe
building materials, and partly a series of tall windows that
created a transparency inside and out.

Breuer did not want this to be just a repository of books,
but a repository of active discussion of ideas. The build-
ing was to feature a large cathedral-ceiling reading room,
a large children’s reading room, and reference and adult
reading rooms.

To preserve this landmark while creating the necessary
expansion for today’s needs, architects from the Boston
firm Design Labs tried to imagine how Breuer would
approach the project. Their expansion project will save
an architectural gem and create a thoughtful new struc-
ture onto the old.

At the Society’s Annual May Meeting, a special commemoration was held to honor

the more than 60 homes and buildings that have received historic plaques from the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society. Four new buildings were added to that illustrious
list. Photos by John T. Woodhouse, Jr.



1t Pointes of History Celebration

Leonard Willeke House
Leonard Willeke, architect
1100 Berkshire, Grosse Pointe Park

Leonard Willeke called the style of his new home Modern
English. He was influenced by English architect Sir Edwin
Lutyns and American architect Harrie T. Linberg. The U-
shaped floor plan is compact and convenient and pro-
vides light and air circulation throughout the house. To
insure a pleasant view of the garden from all rooms, the
driveway, garage court, laundry yard, and children’s play
area were all located at the north end of the property.

The interior rooms are filled with walnut detail. The main
hall and living room have barrel vaulted ceilings to accent
the rectangular shape of the rooms. Pewabic tiles are
used throughout the house. Floral and animal motifs in
the paneling and plaster wall trim are designed by Willeke
and typical of his work.

Willeke said he incorporated so many special features
because it was to be his final home. “I have used the best
and most artistic designs that I have found in my many
years of study and travel abroad as an architect in this
house,” he wrote.

See what's new!
www.gphistorical.org

Henry Sherrard House

Unknown architect, believed to be Albert Kahn or
Mason & Rice

59 Lake Shore Rd.

Built in 1892 by Joseph Berry for his daughter, Charlotte
and her husband Henry Sherrard, this home is one of the
oldest surviving year-round houses in Grosse Pointe. The
architecture is primarily a combination of 19th Century
Shingle and Romanesque Revival styles.

The asymmetrical design of the house features projec-
tions for rooms of varying shapes, including a tower with
a conical roof, a rather Victorian touch. For a time, the
first floor of the tower was the office Joseph Sherrard,
who lived in the house all his life, marrying late, at 55. A
bedroom occupies the second floor of the office. The mas-
ter bedroom, with a fireplace, faces east and offers a view
of Lake Shore Rd. from an alcove with eight rectangular
windows with lead glass panes.

The house was owned by the Sherrard family until
approximately 1983. It was the setting for several works
by author Jack Kerouac and there are stories of a ghost in
the attic.



GPHS’s Own Antiques Road Show

Trash, treasure, or somewhere in between? That was the question on the minds of the people who attended the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society’s recent antiques appraisal event.

Veteran appraiser Bob DuMouchelle of DuMouchelle Art Gallery in Detroit volunteered his time to help attendees sepa-
rate the worthy from the worthless.

“I always enjoy seeing what shows up,” says Bob, who also appears on the popular PBS series “Antiques Roadshow.”
“Even after so many years in the business, I'm still surprised at what comes out of the woodwork.”

Curious collectors — most from Grosse Pointe and other nearby suburbs -- showed up on a snowy Saturday and paid 85
for each item to find out more about their family heirlooms and estate sale finds. All proceeds went to support GPHS
programs. Docent Nancy Pacitto presided over the event.

From a cow bell to a copy of the Count of Monte Cristo, the items ran the gamut from collectible to kitsch.

GPHS Board member Tom Singelyn was among those who patiently waited their turn for DuMouchelle’s attention. He
brought with him a family whiskey bottle, a military medal, a Disney tea set, a military print and a letter opener.

DuMouchelle was most intrigued with the letter opener, which he identified as Turkish and dated to the 19th century.

“If it’s sterling, which is hard to tell, it’s worth about $2,500,” DuMouchelle told him . “If it’s not sterling, only $1,500.
Either way, it’s a beautiful piece.”

Peter Nyboer of Grosse Pointe City brought in a painting. “A neighbor lady gave it to me,” he says. “With the Ashcan
exhibition at the DIA, I wondered if it was the Ashcan School,” he said.

DuMouchelle identified the work as one by Alexander Minewski, an American painter who lived from 1917-1979. “That
could have coincided with the Ashcan School,” he said. “It’s an intriguing work.” He valued it at approximately $500.

Nyboer also brought in a foot warmer (8200-8400) and a Shaker-style box sporting the original milk paint (8500-8800).

Other highlights include a French mantel clock worth $200-8300, a 19th-century wool winder (8400-8600) and an orig-
inal Audubon bird print — the most valuable item brought in that day.

“Audubon is widely copied, but I truly believe this one is original,” says DuMouchelle. “This is a really, really nice
piece, although it could use a reframing.” He valued the large print at $3,000-85,000 at auction.

Valerie Dodenhoff, also a board member, brought in some beautiful sterling spoons in a fitted case that were appraised
at $250 and an intricate vintage print of a Latin star chart. She expressed the feelings of everyone at the first (but
hopefully not last) event .

“This is fun,” she says. “I like seeing what everyone else brings in. It’s just like watching Antiques Roadshow.”

—Khristi Zimmeth
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Support Needed from City
Governments

continued from page one

If you would like a copy of the report given at the Mayors’

Breakfast or more information on how to help with this
effort, call the Resource Center, 884-7010. Below are the
addresses of the city governments; address your letter to
the City Council Members at:

Grosse Pointe City
17147 Maumee
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Grosse Pointe Farms
90 Kerby
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

Grosse Pointe Park
15115 E. Jefferson
Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

Grosse Pointe Shores
795 Lake Shore Rd.
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236

Grosse Pointe Woods
20025 Mack Plaza
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

Unique Grosse Pointe
Goods Available

Show your love of history and affection for Grosse Pointe
with a beautiful item from our Grosse Pointe Goods store.
Featuring images from our extensive archives, these items
are wonderful gifts—for yourself or others. Keep cozy
with a GPHS sweatshirt or baseball jersey. Adorn your
walls with beautiful photos and drawings of the color Map
of Grosse Pointe Township, Windmill watercolor, Grosse
Pointe Summer Cottages, or Grosse Pointe Shores, circa
1920. Sip your tea from a mug with a map of the Ribbon
Farms on Lake Shore Rd.

Take a look at these and other great items on our Web
site, www.gphistorical.org.

Not Yet a Member? Two Convenient Ways to Join!

1. Visit www.gphistorical.org and select the link, Join the Society, Membership.
2. You can also fill out the form below and mail it directly to the Society.

Grosse Pointe Historical Society Membership Form

(J Senior Citizen$25.00 (J Donor $125.00
(J Individual $835.00 (J Benefactor $250.00
O Family $50.00 (J Major Benefactor $500.00
3 Friend 875.00 O Lifetime (may be paid over
(J Business £100.00 three-year period) $1,000.00
Name
Corporation
Address
City State Zip
Phone: E-mail
Today’s Date
Enclosed is my check in the amount of §
_ MC __VISA Acct No. Exp Date Signature Amount

I am interested in Planned Giving information

Please make your check payable to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society and send it to:
Grosse Pointe Historical Society, 381 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236. Thank you for your support!



____________________________ * Clip and Save! Fall 2008 Dr. Frank Bicknell

Second Saturday Pastimes Lecture Series

i On the Second Saturday of each month, drop in for our Grosse Pointe War Memorial 32 Lakeshore Dr.
E open-house tours of the 1823 Provencal-Weir House

1 and enjoy these activities. Sponsored by the Alice Kales
E Hartwick foundation, these activities and the tour are

! free of charge but donations are suggested.

General Motors Centennial

Wednesday, September 17, 7:30 p.m.

Mike W. R. Davis, will present a program relating to
his book, “General Motors: A Photographic History”.
The previous day, September 16, 2008 will mark the
centennial of the founding of GM, the world’s largest
automobile manufacturer for over 75 years. Davis has
authored numerous books, including Chrysler
Heritage: A Photographic History; Detroit's Wartime
Industry: Arsenal of Democracy; Ford Dynasty: A
Photographic History; and The Ford Fleet 1923-1989.

E June 14, 1-4 p.m. Ice Cream Social with local folk music
! group Rosetta Pebble. Complimentary.

i July 12, 1-4 p.m. Historical

' Caricatures by appointment
i with artist Marcella Rochon.
E Complimentary.

1 August 9, 1-4 p.m. Model T

E Celebrates 100 years!

! Celebrate with the Model T

i club, see their cars and meet
' the members, hear speaker

i Mike Skinner, GPHS board

E member and Ford historian

! speak on the Model T. Complimentary.

E September 13, 1-4 p.m. Guided Walking Tour of the

! Neighborhood surrounding the Provencal-Weir house.

i Tours start promptly at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. from
E the Provencal-Weir house, led by Al Dickenson. Wear

E comfortable walking shoes. Complimentary.

E October 11, 6 -9 p.m. St. Paul’s Cemetery Walk led by

i Amy DeWys-VanHeck, Marguerite Humes and Bill

E Schwedler. Tickets are $10 per person by Oct. 8, or 12
! at the gate.

Downtown Detroit’s Movie Palaces
Wednesday, October 22, 7:30 p.m.

(note: fourth Wednesday of the month instead of the
third) Michael Hauser, will present a program relating
to his book, Downtown Detroit’s Movie Palaces. In
the first half of the 20th century Downtown Detroit
was the place Grosse Pointers went to attend first
run movies on the big screen. At its peak the area
surrounding Grand Circus Park boasted a dozen pala-
tial movie palaces containing 26,000 seats. Hauser is
marketing manager for the Detroit Opera House.

Detroit's Thanksgiving Day Parade
Wednesday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.

Romie Minor, will present a program relating to his
book, Detroit's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Since 1924,
Detroit’s annual Thanksgiving Day parade has
delighted people of all ages. The parade’s spectacular
balloons, floats, bands, special guests, and holiday
spirit have made it the most celebrated civic event in
all of Southeastern Michigan. Minor is head archivist
at The Parade Company and librarian at the Detroit
e e L e e e Ll . Public Library’s Burton Historical Collection.

E November 8, 1- 4 p.m. Legends of the Fall Local legends
! come to life with Genot Picor and fiddler Michael
i Francis. Complimentary.
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Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s Annual Soiree
Wednesday, June 11, 2008, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for a special evening benefiting the Grosse Pointe Historical Society amid the splendor of
Bellmor, the 1928 Tudor mansion built for John Bell and Serena Moran by Robert O. Derrick.
Enjoy a strolling dinner and entertainment by Rennie Kaufmann and the Renaissance Dance
Company. Limited tickets are available. Call (313) 884-7010 for information.

St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church and The Ark entrance

Tour Three Historic
Grosse Pointe Churches

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society will once again
conduct a tour of three historic Grosse Pointe
churches on Saturday, April 19, at 9:00 a.m:
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, St. Clare of
Montefalco Roman Catholic Church and St.
Ambrose Roman Catholic Church.

Traveling by bus, guests will first visit Grosse Pointe
Memorial Church. Although the current worship
spaces were built in 1925, the influence of this
community faith spans more than 140 years. Learn

continued on page 2



Tour Three Historic Grosse Pointe Churches
continued from front page

more about the Little Ivy Church, the current church architecture and history of this dynamic community.

Next visit St. Clare of Montefalco Roman Catholic Church. Since 1926 the Order of St. Augustine has been responsible
for the spiritual life of this parish community. The present building, dedicated in 1952, replaced the 1927 church. The
architecture, stained glass and carvings tell the story of their faith and history. Major renovations in the church building
were completed in 2000.

The tour’s final stop is St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church established in 1916 as a Catholic parish community. The
first church was wood frame, designed by Donaldson and Meier in 1917. Ten years later, the current Norman Gothic
style building was built and dedicated. The design earned critical acclaim in American Architecture Magazine for its
attention to detail. Detroit Stained Glass Company fabricated the Arts and Crafts style windows.

Lunch will be served in St. Ambrose’s gathering space, The Ark.

The tours will be led by local historians and church docents. The tour leaves the Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval, at 9:15 a.m. (please arrive by 9:00 a.m.) and returns at 1:30 p.m. The cost is $25
for Society members, 830 for non-members and includes bus transportation to the churches and lunch.

For more information or to make reservations, please call 884-7010.

The Past for the Future: A Simple Way
to Give a Legacy Gift to the Society

“I give, devise, and bequeath the sum of
(or % percent) of my net estate, as
finally determined for estate tax purposes,
to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society (GPHS),
a nonprofit 501(¢)(3) organization located in
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, to be used in
furtherance of its charitable purposes.”
We are indebted to our donors who have included the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society in their wills or Catherine and Jimmy Fennessey, dressed as 19th
trusts. Insurance policies, IRAs, or annuities are an century schoolchildren, helped out at the Provencal-Weir
house in December. The house was part of the Grosse

Pointe South Mothers’ Club Holiday Walk tour of homes.

Hundreds of wvisitors from the Pointes and beyond
other gift planning ideas, please call (313) 884-7010. explored the house, learning of its legacy and the history
of this community.

easy way to leave money to the Society. If you would
like to leave a restricted gift or would like to discuss

Officers Board of Trustees
Stuart W. Grigg . . .. ......ooiei President Kay Agney William Penoyar, Jr.
Patti Schollenberger ... .. .. Vice President-Administration Carolyn Candler Sara Malcomson Ralph
Herman Mozer ............. Vice President-Preservation ?iﬁizeéggj:;ano ﬁlnclllx l?{?ﬁ?ner
Daniele DeFams — -1 L1 Seeretany Amy DeWys-VanHecke  Mary Lighton Shafer
Valerie Dodenhoff Michael W. Skinner
Douglas Dossin Paul J. Sloan
Honorary Board Curator Debbie Graffius Elizabeth (Penny) Soby
Chip Berschback Suzy Berschback Kiki Herfert Molly Valade
Patricia R. Colett Administrator Gregory Jakub Khristi Zimmeth
Michael Farley Linda Johnson Maud Lyon Gail Zmyslowski
Lisa Mower Gandelot Josephine (Jo) Malecek
Nancy Griffin Parliamentarian The Grosse Pointe Historical Society Headquarters,
Ronald C. Lamparter Andrea Weyhing Provencal-Weir House, c¢. 1823, 376 Kercheval Ave.,
Russell H. Peebles the Moorings Editor is open the second Saturday of each month during
Robert J. Petz, Jr. Ann Marie Aliotta special events, and by appointment. The Alfred B.

Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS
Gail R. Stroh-Marentette

and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center, 381 Kercheval
Ave., is open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:00 a.m—
12:30 p.m. and 1:30-4:00 p.m.

Phone: (313) 884-7010

Curator Emeritus
Jean Dodenhoff




GPHS Members
and Guests Invited
to Pointes of History
Celebration

2007 Bronge Plaque recipients Marlene and Ken Harle,
Jennifer and Todd Callewaert, Historic Homes Plaque
Chairman, Peggy Woodhouse, James Kelly and
committee member, Valerie Dodenhoff.

Since 1986, the Grosse Pointe Historical Society has been
annually awarding historic plaques to Grosse Pointe land-
marks. These plaques recognize historical or architectural
value to the community, encourage their continued
preservations, and recognize the value of adaptive reuse.

On May 13, the Society will hold a special ceremony that
will honor the more than 60 homes and buildings that
have received commemorative plaques. The plaque win-
ners, members of the Society and the community are
invited to attend the program beginning at 7:00 p.m. and
followed by a wine and cheese reception at the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial.

Former plaque recipients will be acknowledged. Photos
and information on all the recipients will be on display.
Four new recipients will be honored for adaptive reuse,
restoration, and maintaining the historically significant
structures. Outgoing Historical Society trustees will be
recognized that evening, as will be new trustees, and
outstanding volunteers.

“The event will be a great opportunity to share the his-
toric legacy of your home and learn a little more about
local history,” said Peggy Woodhouse, Historic Homes
Plaque Chair.

“We wanted to thank our membership, and get to know
other historically-minded members of the community,”
said board president Stuart Grigg. “It will be an evening
to celebrate some extraordinary structures and extraordi-
nary people.”

Still not a member? Call (313) 884-7010 or visit
www.gphistorical.org for more information, to make
reservations or to join the Society.

History of Grosse
Pointe Mapped Out

Have you ever driven through the
Grosse Pointes and wondered
about the origins of a beautiful
old mansion or how a certain
street got its name?

Now the answers to those ques-
tions are at your fingertips with
the new Lakeshore Map: A Tour
of Grosse Pointe from Windmill
Pointe to Gaulker Pointe, just
published by the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society. The map illus-
trates 50 places of interest in the
Pointes and includes historical
information about the communi-
ty and beautiful, historic photos.

“We are so excited about this lat-

est guide to Grosse Pointe histo-

ry. It’s a great way learn about
the old mansions that still remain,” said GPHS curator
Suzy Berschback. “Spread the map out at home to get a
great picture of the historic places in Grosse Pointe. Or
take it along on your bike or in the car and do your own
tour.”

Maps are available at the Provencal-Weir House tours and
Second Saturday events, at the Alfred B. and Ruth S.
Moran Resource Center, and to members. The map will
also be given to members at the Pointes of History
Reception, May 13.

The map was made possible by proceeds from the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society’s summer parties and generous
map sponsors the DAR Louisa St. Clair Chapter and real
estate brokers Carolyn Candler and Donna Stoner. The
Society is grateful to the Grosse Pointe Chapter #147 of
the Questers for their original research on this material.

See what's new!
www.gphistorical.org



kClw and Save!

' Second Saturday Pastimes

. On the Second Saturday of each month, drop in for our
i 1 open-house tours of the 1823 Provencal-Weir House

1 and enjoy these activities. Sponsored by the Alice Kales
E Hartwick foundation, these activities and the tour are

! free of charge but donations are suggested.

E April 12, 1-4 p.m. Community wide History Scavenger
! Hunt Start and end at the Provencal-Weir house, led by
E Nancy Pacitto. Complimentary.

: ! May 10, 1-4 p.m. Mini Encampment at the Provencal-Weir
. i House. Enjoy a historical timeline with 20 re-enactors

' led by Paul Ignagni with special appearance by the

: Fiddlepointe players of Grosse Pointe. Complimentary.

E June 14, 1-4 p.m. Ice Cream Social with local folk music
1 group Rosetta Pebble. Complimentary.

E July 12, 1-4 p.m. Historical Caricatures by appointment
i with artist Marcella Rochon. Complimentary.
1

E August 9, 1-4 p.m. Model T Celebrates 100 years!

1 Celebrate with the Model T club, see their cars and

E meet the members, hear speaker Mike Skinner, GPHS
! board member and Ford historian speak on the Model
i T. Complimentary.

! September 13, 1-4 p.m. Guided Walking Tour of the
E Neighborhood surrounding the Provencal-Weir house.
' Tours start promptly at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. from
1 the Provencal-Weir house, led by Al Dickenson. Wear

i comfortable walking shoes. Complimentary.

1 October 11, 6 -9 p.m. St. Paul’s Cemetery Walk led by

E Amy DeWys-VanHeck, Marguerite Humes and Bill

! Schwedler. Tickets are $10 per person by Oct. 8, or $12
E at the gate.

i November 8, 1- 4 p.m. Legends of the Fall Local legends
E come to life with Genot Picor and fiddler Michael

! Francis. Complimentary.
I

' i December 13, 6-9 p.m. Dickens of a Christmas Caroling
i ! Party with horse drawn carriage rides in the neighbor-
i hood. Enjoy local carolers, refreshments and holiday

E treats, and Christmas décor and exhibits, hosted by

i Cyndee Harrison. Complimentary.

Mini- encampment, May 10

Then and Now: Grosse Pointe
Discussion and Book Signing

at the Grosse Pointe Public Library

Join GPIHS curator Suzy
Berschback and the Moorings
editor and public relations coor-
dinator Ann Marie Aliotta for a
discussion of their recently pub-
lished book,

Then and Now: Grosse Pointe.
The talk takes place on
Wednesday, March 12, at the
Woods branch of the Grosse
Public Library at 7:30 p.m.

Proceeds of book purchases will
benefit the Grosse Pointe

Historical Society.

The program is free of charge, but seating is limited. To
register, call the library at 343-2074, x220 or visit
www.gp.lib.mi.us.

Provencal-Weir House Wish List

Funds, material and/or labor:
¢ to add a chimney to the log cabin,

e to repair or replace damaged brickwork on the
Lakeview walkway,

e for storm windows for the house,
e for period curtains for the living and dining room.

Call 884-7010 for more information or to donate.

Mystery and mayhem were on tap at the “Juice Joint” in

the Provencal-Weir House in January. The house was

filled to capacity with molls and mugs enjoying a mur-

der mystery party that reveled in the wild and romantic
Roaring 20s.



From the Archives

A Windmill Pointe Story

The archives at the Grosse Pointe Historical Society are filled with intriguing information about our community. The
Jfollowing is an excerpt from the Grosse Pointe Guide written by the WPA about 1935. The complete text is available
in the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center. We invite you to wvisit our Web site, www.gphistorical.org. You
never know what you'll discover!

July 25th, 1810: There were on the premises a dwelling house, barn, stables and a windmill. About 20 acres were
under cultivation and enclosed. This private claim is now part of the Windmill
Pointe Subdivision in the Village of Grosse Pointe Park. The windmill built of stone
was erected on the lake shore near the foot of what is now Lakepointe Avenue, by
one of the first French settlers in Grosse Pointe, and was used as a grist mill, pro-
pelled by the wind to grind the corn and wheat of the colonists. It was doubtless a
crude affair but performed the work more satisfactorily than had been done before
that time, when only hand work was employed.

In the early days of the mill’s activities, it is said, the farmers and the Indians who
resided in Canada crossed the lake in small boats bringing their grain to the mill
for grinding. This was due to lack of grist mills on the Canadian border.

This old mill is said to have been built about 1750, and was in operation until
about the year 1800. Efforts by historians to definitely fix the date and name of the
builder have not been successful. Old French records show this mill, together with
a house and barn, to have been situated on this land and as early as 1759. It was
occupied by Jean Baptiste Leduc who might be considered the original owner as
well as the builder of the mill. There are no records to show that Leduc built this
old mill but, in the absence of any proof to the contrary, we are willing to believe
Leduc is the original builder of the first mill on Windmill Pointe.

On the lake shore of this private claim is now located the village waterfront park

and many beautiful homes. The home of R.W. Judson at 15324 Windmill Pointe

Drive now occupies the site upon which stood this historical windmill. Nothing

remains of this old mill, house and barn, but as a reminder of the past there still
remains two very large French Pear trees standing as sentinels over this old landmark.

Historical Note: The remaining millstone from this windmill is now located in the Trial Gardens at the Grosse Pointe
War Memorial.

Online Memberships Now Available

Joining the Grosse Pointe Historical Society just got a whole lot easier! Simply visit the Society Web site,
www.gphistorical.org and click on “Join the Society Online.” It’s safe and secure. Use a credit card or a

Paypal account.
Membership benefits include:

¢ A subscription to the Society's quarterly newsletter, The Moorings
e Use of the Alfred B. and Ruth S. Moran Resource Center

¢ Early notification of Society programs

e Special invitations to Society events

¢ The opportunity to participate in research projects

e The opportunity to participate in volunteer programs

e Eligibility to rent the ¢.1823 Provencal-Weir House for an event.

New members in 2008 receive a copy of the DVD edition of Recollections of the Past (Grosse Pointe 1650-1900)
and The Past as Prologue (20th Century Grosse Pointe) as our thanks.




Thank You 2007 Annual
Appeal Donors

Ms. Judy L. Adams

Ms. Kay Agney

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome
Aliotta

Mrs. Constance C.
Ausherman

Ms. Susan Bamford

Mr. J. Addison Bartush

Dr. Daniel II. Basinski

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Beadle

Mrs. Ward P. Beard

Mr. David A. Beatty

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B.
Begg, Jr.

Ms. Pamela Berry

Suzy and Chip
Berschback

Anne and Don
Berschback in honor of
Suzy Berschback

Mr. and Mrs. James F.
Berschback

Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Berschback in honor of
Suzy Berschback

Mr. and Mrs.
Christopher J. Blake

Mr. Douglas A. Boehmer

Mr. and Mrs. A. James
Bonahoom, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
J. Bongiorno

Mrs. Frances Book

Ms. Susan Boynton

Mr. and Mrs. Donald R.
Brasie

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
D. Buhl

Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Burgam

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin
J. Burns

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce
Burton

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A.
Bury

Mr. Dale A. Buss III

Ms. Carolyn Candler
and Mr. Charles Leahy

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew
Canzano

Mrs. William S.
Carleton

Mr. and Mrs. James
Champane, Jr.

Charvat the Florist

Mr. and Mrs. William A.
Chope

Mr. and Mrs. Edward K.
Christian

Mr. and Mrs. Gary A.
Colett

Ms. Sheila Connolly

Mr. and Mrs. Harry G.
Constant

Mrs. Ralph Cooper
Mrs. Jack M. Cudlip
Mr. James P. Danaher

Mr. and Mrs. Steve
Davlantes

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick
DeHaven

Mr. and Mrs. John E.
DeWald

Mr. and Mrs. Paul F.
Decker

Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Denner

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
DiVirgil

Mr. Allen G. Dickinson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J.
Diehl, Jr

Ms. Margaret K. Dietz

Ms. Jean Dodenhoff

Dr. and Mrs. Mitchell P.
Dombrowski

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Dossin

Mrs. William L.
Drennen

Dr. Jack C. DuBois

Mr. Greg Dykstra

Mr. and Mrs. Brian D.
Ebner

Mr. and Mrs. Dale
Ehresman

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W.
Elliott

Mrs. Charles Endicott

Mr. and Mrs. John E.
English

Ms. Catharine J. Farley
in memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W.
Farley

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Farley

Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Farley

Mr. and Mrs. William
Farquhar

Ms. Carol D. Fenley

Mrs. Alfred J. Fisher, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T.
Fisher 111

Mr. and Mrs. James E.
Fisk

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald F.
Fitzgerald, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Hank
Fitzgerald

Mr. C. Neil Flattery

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G.
Forster

Mrs. Patrick Fox
Mr. Michael S. Franck

Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Fridholm

Mr. and Mrs.Edward J.
Gaffney

Mrs. John P. Galvin

Lisa and Jon Gandelot
in memory of Lucy Hamilto
and Olivia and Leon
Mandel

Mrs. Robert Garbarino

Mr. and Mrs. William Y.
Gard

Mrs. Max Gardner

Mrs. Charles W. Gauss
II

Mr. and Mrs. Ellwyn
Gilbert

Mr. and Mrs. William D.
Gilbride, Jr.

Mrs. William D.
Gilbride

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A.
Grant

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Griffith

Mr. Stuart W. Grigg

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A.
Hackathorn, Jr.

Ms. Marlene Harle

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan
Hartz

Mr. and Mrs. John
Hastings

Mr. and Mrs. J. Edward
Haug

The Honorable Palmer
T. Heenan

Ms. Patricia Heftler

Mr. and Mrs. David M.
Hempstead

Mr. and Mrs. George S.
Hendrie

Mr. and Mrs. Michael

Hendrie

Dr. and Mrs. Richard A.
Herbert

Mrs. Robert T.
Herdegen, Jr.

Mr. Hienz Hintzen

Mr. and Mrs. Donald H.
Hirt

Mr. and Mrs. T. Denny
Hoag

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D.
Hollerbach

Mr. Donald P. Howard

Mrs. Richard F. Huegli

Mr. Daniel Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. R. Craig
Hupp

Mr. and Mrs. Walter A.
Jacques

Mr. and Mrs. John P.
Jagger

Mr. David Janssen

Paula and Michael
Jarvis

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N.
Jennings, Jr.

Mrs. Mary F. Jensen

Dr. and Mrs. Alex
Johnson

Kelley, Casey & Moyer,
P.C.

Mr. Stephen M. Kelley

Mr. and Mrs. John L.
King

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M.
Koch

Mr. and Mrs. James
Kordas

Mr. and Mrs. Greg
Kosmatka

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Kratzet

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J.
Kurap

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
W. Lambrecht, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Lavins

Lawrence Scripps
Wilkinson Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H.
Lees

Dr. Susan M.
Lewandowski in memory of
F. Joseph Mihalak

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G.
Liggett, Jr.

Mrs. Charles M.



Lightfoot
Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Lindow
Mrs. James E. Long
Mrs. Robert Lytle

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R.
Maitland, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Sean H.
Maloney

Mr. and Mrs. Dutch L.
Mandel

Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Manion
Mr. Richard Manoogian

Col. and Mrs. Michael
V. Marston

Ms. Sarah Moran Martin
in loving memory of Ruth
and Al Moran from their
daughter Sarah Moran
Martin, and Tom, Dan,
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Spring 2008

Dr. Frank Bicknell Educational Lecture Series
Call (313) 884-7010 for further information

Great Lakes Shipwreck Hunter
Wednesday, March 19, 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe War Memorial

32 Lakeshore Dr., Grosse Pointe Farms

David Trotter, subject of the new
book Shipwreck Hunter: Deep,
Dark and Deadly in the Great
Lakes will discuss his work as a
renowned shipwreck discoverer,
deep diver, author, lecturer and
photographer. In over 20 years of
diving, he has been the first to locate, identify and doc-
ument over 70 Great Lakes shipwrecks. His shipwreck

Model T Ford Centennial
Wednesday, May 21, 7:30 p.m.
Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores

Bob Casey, Curator of
Transportation at The Henry Ford,
presents a program relating his new
e book on the history of the Model T
Ford. With over 15,000,000 Model T Fords built
between 1908 and 1927, it was the car that put the
world on wheels. Sales of over 2,100,000 in its peak
year (1923) represented over 50 percent of the world
market, at a time when over half of all of the cars in the

discoveries and programs have also been featured on
television and in newspapers throughout the U.S. and
Canada. He has also written several articles on Great
Lakes shipwrecks for historical journals and national
scuba diving publications.

Detroit’s Historic Fort Wayne
Wednesday, April 16, 7:30 p.m.
Grosse Pointe War Memorial

32 Lakeshore Dr., Grosse Pointe Farms

and former Detroit Historical

fort, built in the 1840’s to protect

was used for military related purposes through the
Vietnam War era.

Jim Conway, GPHS board member

Detroit from the British in Canada,

Museum Chief Curator will present
a program relating to his new book
Detroit’s Historic Fort Wayne. This

)

world were Ford Model Ts.

Special Pre-lecture

Dinner at the Hill

HEADING OUT TO THE BICKNELL LECTURE!?
Why not make a night of it, starting with
dinner at the Hill Seafood and Chop House?
The Historical Society is partnering with

the restaurant to offer a prix fixe dinner to
members before every Bicknell Lecture. The
dinner will be offered at 5:30 p.m. and will cost
$16 for an entrée, salad and dessert. Drinks,
tax and gratuity are not included. Reservations
must be made in advance to receive the
promotion. Call the Hill at 886-8101.

the
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$20,000 Grant Helps Society Digitize Collection

The Historical Society's long-range goal of making its archives more accessible to the general public was given a
tremendous boost by a $20,000 grant from the Wilkinson Foundation, endowed by Grosse Pointe residents Warren and
Mireille Wilkinson.

“Mireille and I are very impressed by the way the Grosse Pointe Historical Society is run and the qualities of the people
involved,” Wilkinson said. The couple also donated the use of their gracious lakefront home for last summer's Soiree
Francaise fundraiser.

The grant will be used specifically to preserve deteriorating materials and provide access to artifacts and documents at
the Resource Center and on the Web for a much larger audience, according to Society curator Suzy Berschback.
Artwork, photos, documents, books, and maps will be scanned and then made available on the Society’s Web site,
www.gphistorical.org, through an on-line search engine. Additional Web galleries and exhibits may also be added to the
Web site.

“The tremendous generosity of the Wilkinsons will be a great start in helping us preserve our precious resources and
make them available to anyone with access to the Internet,” Berschback said. “We are delighted that many more people
will be able to learn about Grosse Pointe's fascinating history thanks to them.”

Grosse Pointe Goods Available On-line—in Time for Christmas!

Can’t get enough of Grosse Pointe history?

You might like a pair of boxer shorts emblazoned with the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society’s logo or a mouse pad with a painting of the historic Grosse
Pointe Windmill. How about a coffee mug with the Grosse Pointe ribbon farms
or a wall clock with an historic Grosse Pointe image?

Now you can adorn yourself, your home or office with items bearing images from
the Society’s extensive archives. They make wonderful gifts, too.

Grosse Pointe Goods are available through the Society’s new on-line store. You'll
find dozens of unique gifts featuring the distinctive windmill painting and select
images from the archives. Some of the wonderful images include an antique map
of the area showing the original ribbon farms, a holiday ornament with the cover
illustration from Silas Farmer’s book Souvenir of the Pointe, and beautiful water-
colors and photographs.

Gifts include mugs, tote bags, pillows, wall clocks, journals, and even chef
aprons and hoodies and other clothing.
continued on page 2




Grosse Pointe History
DVD Available Now

The two popular Grosse Pointe documentary videos,
Recollections of the Past, 1650-1900, and The Past As
Prologue, 1900-present, are now available together on one
DVD and can be purchased at
the Provencal-Weir house or
Resource Center. The cost is
810 or free to anyone who
joins the Society as a lifetime
member.

The transfer of the VHS
videos to DVD was made pos-
sible by a gift from St. John
Hospital and Medical Center.

Grosst PoINTE
HisToricaL SOCIETY

Recollections
1650-1900

of the Past

20th Century Grosse Pointe

e
J

IR throuzh the support of
PITAL & MEDICAL CENTER [‘

“As a long-time member of this community, we under-
stand the area's rich historical traditions,” said Rhonda
Welsh of St. John Hospital and Medical Center Marketing
Department. “We were excited to provide a community
sponsorship that supports the Historical Society’s impor-
tant work.”

The Past for the Future: A Simple Way
to Give a Legacy Gift to the Society

“I give, devise, and bequeath the sum of $
(or % percent) of my net estate, as
finally determined for estate tax purposes,
to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society (GPHS),

a nonprofit 501(¢)(3) organization located in
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, to be used in
furtherance of its charitable purposes.”

We are indebted to our donors who have included the
Grosse Pointe Historical Society in their wills or
trusts. Insurance policies, IRAs, or annuities are an
easy way to leave money to the Society. If you would
like to leave a restricted gift or would like to discuss
other gift planning ideas, please call (313) 884-7010.

GP South Holiday Walk
Includes Provencal-Weir House

Kick off the holidays in grand style with a tour of six of
Grosse Pointe’s most beautiful homes, decked out in holi-
day splendor, for the Mothers' Club of Grosse Pointe
South High School Holiday Walk. This year, the tour will
include the Provencal-Weir House.

The walk will take place on Sunday, December 9 from
12:00 noon — 4 p.m.

Along with the Provencal-Weir House, homes on this

year’s tour include:

e A unique arts and crafts inspired, restored and expand-
ed former carriage house, nestled in a private setting;

¢ A lovely Colonial home with notable collectables,
owned by a local florist;

¢ A redesigned home owned by a local builder, including
an open kitchen and great room with a massive stone
fireplace;

¢ A newly decorated home owned by a well-known
decorator with beautiful lake views; and

¢ A grand Georgian home with rooms decorated with
various holiday themes and antique furnishings

Tickets for the Holiday Walk are $20 in advance and $25
at the door and may be purchased at many stores in the
Pointes or by calling Lisa Baird at (313) 300-7908.

Grosse Pointe Goods Available
On-line—in Time for Christmas!
continued from front page

“With the holidays approaching, we think this is a great
way to celebrate our heritage and give your friends and
family a unique gift,” said GPHS Board President Stuart
Grigg.

To shop and order, simply visit the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society Web site, www.gphistorical.org, and
click on “Grosse Pointe Goods On-line Store.” Proceeds
benefit the GPHS. More images and products will be
added on an on-going basis, so be sure to visit often.
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Provencal-Weir House Receives Exterior

Refurbishments

Eagle Scout Project Spruces up House

The Provencal-Weir House underwent a terrific face lift
this fall, thanks to the hard work of Life Boy Scout
Stephen Detwiler and a diligent group of Historical Society
members led by Tom Singelyn.

Stephen, age 16, working toward his Eagle Scout ranking,
embarked on a project to “restore and beautify the
Provencal-Weir House.” Together with nine scout mem-
bers of Troop 96 (Grosse Pointe Memorial Church) and
three non-scout friends, he organized an extensive, multi-
task work effort last fall.

The project included:

e Painting the entire brick foundation of the house;

¢ Resetting the bricks with slag and grid lock under the
back door steps and herb garden in the backyard;

e Painting the Provencal-Weir House sign, mailbox, and bell
stand, and adding copper caps to the sign and mailbox;

e Removing all varnish finish on two teak benches and sand-
ing all surfaces to return the wood to its natural state;

e Removing stones and cement blocks from the southern
fence line; and

e Leveling the ground along the driveway and foundation
around the house.

“The Boy Scouts worked diligently and put in many hours
and many sessions,” said Singelyn. “The result is out-
standing.”

Before beginning, Stephen had to write up a detailed
description of his Eagle Project which included a project
description, benefits from the project, materials needed,
and thorough outline of safety precautions.

“What was key to complete this project on time was being
well-prepared each day for the tasks at hand, having the
right supplies, food and able workers,” said Stephen. “The
experience taught me a lot about myself and how I work
with others. I hope the volunteers enjoyed the cama-
raderie of the friends and felt a sense of accomplishment.

“The project would not have been successful without
donations from Shelby Paint, Soulliere Landscape, Ace
Hardware, Subway and Jerry’s Club Party Store, and the
help of my parents, troop advisor, and the GPHS represen-
tatives.”

New Porch Built

The Provencal-Weir House finally got a badly-needed
new front porch. Historical Society members Norm
Johnson (professional carpenter and foreman) Debbie
Grafius, Gary Collette, Paul Sloan, Herm Mozer, Peter
Nyboer, Valerie Dodenhoff ,and Tom Singelyn got togeth-
er one early October morning to disassemble the old,
rotting one.

After that Norm and Tom began construction started on a
new porch deck made of specially treated wood designed
to withstand the elements. The design of the decking
slants away from the house and will shed water toward
the lawn. It will be stained next summer after a drying
out time.

Funding for the new porch came from the Rose Terrace
Questers #1438, Fox Creek Questers #216, and Pear Tree
Questers #193.




Two Events to Warm up Your Winter

Murder at the Juice Joint
An Evening of Murder, Mayhem & the Mob
A Second Saturday event for adults

January 12, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Provencal-Weir House
376 Kercheval

Grosse Pointe Farms

Reservations requested. Free of charge; donations welcome.

With the passing of prohibition and organized crime
on the rise, The Juice Joint, a swanky speakeasy run
by Rosie Marie, has been nothing but jumping. To cele-
brate its success, Rosie is planning a party to remem-
ber at the exclusive nightspot... and you are invited!

However, one of the names on the guest list is on another’s hit list. No one is safe from the consequences.

With the murder on the menu, you are certain to find a medley of individuals to make the night most memo-
rable. From the major mobsters and their molls to the swanky singer with her hopes at Hollywood. The ciga-
rette girl with a temper that sizzles to the crooked police chief with nothing to lose—no one is safe from
murder...but everyone will have a chance at solving it. Will the culprit be the Mayor who is capable of mur-
der? The blacklisted bootleggers desperate to increase their sales? Or possibly the director with a shot at

making history?

The Juice Joint will be certain to serve up a night of mayhem and local history. Come promptly at 6:00
p.m. in costume to learn your past. Come dressed as a mobster or moll from the 1920s.

Love is in the Air
A Second Saturday event for adults

February 9, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Provencal-Weir House
376 Kercheval

Grosse Pointe Farms

Tickets for this event are $25 per person by Feb. 6.

An enchanted evening for adults in the romantic
atmosphere of the historic Provencal-Weir House.
Enjoy a musical serenade from Rosetta Pebble,
champagne tasting, and custom chocolate

tasting from Alinosi's, family-owned since 1921.
View a beautiful exhibit of Grosse Pointe
wedding fashions.



Looking for a great Christmas present that
benefits the Grosse Pointe Historical Society?

Then and Now: Grosse Pointe is
a wonderful way to learn more
about our history and support
the Society. When you buy a
copy through the Historical
Society or next door at Jerry’s
Club Party Store, all the pro-
ceeds go directly back to the
Society.

Written by Society curator Suzy
Berschback and Moorings editor
Ann Marie Aliotta, the book
contains hundreds of historic
and contemporary photos illustrating the changes that
Grosse Pointe has gone through over the years. Most of
the historic photos came from the Society’s archives.

Call 884- 7010 or stop by Jerry’s, 383 Kercheval.

@ ‘Jﬁ%.\

Second Saturday Pastimes

On the Second Saturday of each month, drop in for our

open-house tours of the 1823 Provencal-Weir House

and enjoy these activities. Sponsored by the Alice Kales

Hartwick foundation, these activities and the tour are
free of charge but donations are suggested. *A limited
number of limited tickets will be sold for February and
October events by calling (313) 884-7010.

January 12, 6-9 p.m. Murder at the Juice Joint An
Evening of Murder, Mayhem and the Mob. You be the
house detective and solve the mystery in the 1823
Provencal-Weir house. Nancy Pacitto hosts.
Complimentary.

*February 9, 6-9 p.m. Love is in the Air An enchanted
evening for adults to enjoy a musical serenade, cham-
pagne and chocolate tasting, and a spectacular exhibit
of Grosse Pointe wedding fashions. Cyndee Harrison
hosts. Tickets for this event are 25 per person.
Reserve by February. 6.

Grosse Pointe Historical Society
Receives Wayne County Award

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society recently received
the County Commissioners’ Award from the Wayne
County Council for Arts, History and Humanities. The
award recognized the Society for its creativity in pro-
gramming, their new Web site, www.gphistorical.org,
and on-line exhibits, and their newsletter, the
Moorings. It was presented at a ceremony on October
4 at the Henry Ford Centennial Library.

Society president Stuart Grigg, of Grosse Pointe,
accepted the award on behalf of its board, staff and
members. Also present were board member Penny
Soby, Joe
Katulic,
docent Nancy
Pacitto and
curator Suzy
Berschback.
The Web site
designer is
Grosse Pointe
city resident,
Jay Hunter. The Moorings editor is Farms resident,
Ann Marie Aliotta.

GPHS Board President Stuart Grigg

“Last year, we went through a strategic planning
process at the Historical Society and found universal
agreement across our stakeholders that access to our
collections and information is our number one goal.
This award recognizes that we are achieving that goal
and inspires us to do even more,” said Grigg.

March 8, 1-4 p.m. Riches or Rubbish? Antique appraisal
afternoon with Dumochelle’s Art Gallery. 85 per item
suggested donation to Society. www.dumouchelle.com

! April 12, 1-4 p.m. Community wide History Scavenger
! Hunt Start and end at the Provencal-Weir house, led by
i Nancy Pacitto. Complimentary.

E May 10, 1-4 p.m. Mini Encampment at the Provencal-Weir
i House. Enjoy a historical timeline with 20 re-enactors

E led by Paul Ignagni with special appearance by the

! Fiddlepointe players of Grosse Pointe. Complimentary.

June 14, 1-4 p.m. Ice Cream Social with local folk music
group Rosetta Pebble. Complimentary.

July 12, 1-4 p.m. Historical Caricatures by appointment
with artist Marcella Rochon. Complimentary.

1 August 9, 1-4 p.m. Model T Celebrates 100 years!
Celebrate with the Model T club, see their cars and
meet the members, hear speaker Mike Skinner, hon-
orary GPHS board member and Ford historian speak on
the Model T. Complimentary.

1 September 13, 1-4 p.m. Guided Walking Tour of the

1 Neighborhood surrounding the Provencal-Weir house.

i Tours start promptly at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. from
the Provencal-Weir house, led by Al Dickenson. Wear
comfortable walking shoes. Complimentary.

*October 11, 6 -9 p.m. St. Paul’s Cemetery Walk led by
Amy DeWys-VanHeck, Marguerite Humes and Bill
Schwedler. Tickets are $10 per person by Oct. 8, or $12
at the gate.

November 8, 1- 4 p.m. Legends of the Fall Local legends
come to life with Genot Picor and fiddler Michael
Francis. Complimentary.

! December 13, 6-9 p.m. Dickens of a Christmas Caroling
E Party with horse drawn carriage rides in the neighbor-
' hood. Enjoy local carolers, refreshments and holiday

1 treats, and Christmas décor and exhibits, hosted by

E Cyndee Harrison. Complimentary.



From the Archives

Archives Reveal Fascinating Trivia

Weird Weather Not
Unusual in Grosse
Pointe’s History

The archives at the Grosse Pointe Historical Society are
filled with intriguing information about our community.
Below is an excerpt from the “Guide to Grosse Pointe,”
written in the 1930s, that details the some unusual
weather the Pointes had in the 18th and 19th centuries.
We invite you to visit our Web site, www.gphistorical.org.
You never know what you’ll discover!

Climatic Idiosyncrasies and Phenomens

PERIODIC RISE AND FALL OF LAKE ST. CLAIR

Stories have been told about the great rivalry which once
existed between the east and the west wind. How the east
wind, being victorious prevailed for seven years until the
waters of the rivers and lakes had risen to such a height as
to threaten inundation to the lodger and corn fields of the
tribes living on the banks, when the Great Spirit seeing
the misery of his children and listening to their petitions,
recalled the west wind which reigned for seven years, thus
forcing back the waters into their original channel. Many
today notice the fact relative to the waters of the Detroit
River and Lake St. Clair and we find a memorandum of it
in the journal of Capt. Morris, of her majesty’s Eighteenth
Infantry, who visited Detroit in 1764. That the waters of
these lakes rise for seven years and fall for seven years; in
fact there is a seven years tide. Considerable doubt still
exists as to the cause of the periodic rise and fall. The
floating ice from Lake Huron one spring so blocked up the
channel of the Ste. Claire River that Lake St. Claire and
the Detroit River was almost drained. The water had
receded from the shore of Grosse Pointe nearly four miles
from the shore. The surf had raised several sand ridges. A
similar freak of nature occurred in 1818. In winter the ice
seems to have some effect.

The winter of 1779-80 was the most severe on record.
Horses and cattle died from exposure to the cold and in
the spring hundreds of them were found dead in the
woods. On May 16th, 1780, Colonel DePeyster wrote
Colonel Bolton at Niagra saying; “After the most severe
winter ever remembered, this is the earliest we think pru-
dent to venture a vessel on the lake.” In the spring and
summer of 1788 the rains, the most violent ever known,
washed away the embankment. Early in 1784 an extraor-
dinary frost set in, extending all over this region. The old-
est resident could not remember any such snow as that of
the succeeding winter; in some places it was five or six
feet deep and caused great distress. As late as March 6th,
the snow was four feet deep. In Lake St. Clair, a mile from
the shore, the ice was three feet thick and it did not disap-
pear until May.

The winter of 1811-12 brought an earthquake in place of
storms. Its first manifestations occurred on December
16th, 1811, up to December 21st, shocks were of daily
occurrence, and they were felt at intervals until late in
February. They were especially notibable in the vicinity of
Detroit on January 22 and 23, on the 24th, at seven p.m.
and also on February 7th, 1812.

In 1816, ice formed every month in the year. From the
14th, to the 20th, of April 1821, eight inches of snow fell.
The winter of 1823 was very mild. Flowers blossomed in
the winter out of doors. On May 1st, 1824, there was a
foot of snow on the ground. In 1826 the winter was so
mild that grass is said to have grown a foot in January.

INUNDA OF 1827

The rise of St. Clair River and Lake St. Clair occurred in
1827. Many farm houses and two church building were
carried off by the flood, while many tracts of shore lands
were submerged.

TORNADO, 1835

Perhaps the best remembered and most extraordinary
phenomenon was that which the people of the country
witnessed in 1835. On Christmas Day of that year, an
exceptionally heavy fall of snow covered the ground,
which was followed on the 26th by a mist. The rain ceased
suddenly, the clouds lowered, grew dark, and assumed
such appearances as would lead the spectator to conclude
that this globe was about to collapse. The storm king at
length broke loose, swooped down from the northwest in
black night, uprooting trees, sweeping everything in his
track, and bringing with him such a current of icy air, that
man and beast not then in shelter, were frozen to death.
This storm was so sudden as it was phenomenal. It is well
remembered by the old settlers and forms for them a
mark on the page of time.

GROSSE POINTE METEORITES

It has been said that in 1837, a meteorite fell in Grosse
Pointe and buried itself on the property of J.B. Marsack,
known as private claim No. 239. No official record of veri-
fication has been located. It has also been said that a
meteorite fell on the property of Mrs. Chauvin in the early
fall of 1901, and was visible until 1910. It resembled a
huge piece of dark granite, estimated to weigh one ton or
more; and that the meteorite could be seen on a bright
sun shiny day also could be felt by prodding with a pole a
dozen feet below the surface.

The spot described is now the home of Fred C. Burden,
17020 East Jefferson Avenue between Notre Dame and St.
Clair Roads, City of Grosse Pte. Mr. Burden’s greenhouse
in rear of his home now covers the spot where the mete-
orite is reported to have fallen. No official record of this
meteorite has been found.

THE METEOR, 1857

The meteor which was seen on November 1st, 1857, was
passing south ward proved to be a most eventful one. Its
journey was accompanied by a sharp rumbling sound like
thunder.



Hold your Special Event at the Provencal-Weir House!

Historic Home Now Available for Members to Rent

Members of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society can now
apply to rent the 1823 Provencal-Weir House (PW House)
for special events. Just follow the steps below to have a
memorable event in the unique and historic Society
Headquarters and Museum House!

1. Call the Society to check availability at (313) 884-7010
or email at gphistorical@aol.com.

2. After checking, we will confirm by phone or email that
the PW House and a GPHS docent are available for
your event. The docent will open and close the PW
House and be on hand to answer questions about the
House. The docent will be present at the House during
event.

3. Download the PW House Rental Application and Agreement from gphistorical.org, sign and send in payment to
secure your date. The PW House is $200.00 for a three-hour event, and $100.00 for each additional hour. Renters are
responsible for set-up, clean-up, damages and any liquor :
liability issues. A credit card number is required.

4. Contact one of the preferred caterers directly for events.
View their menus and contact them directly.

The GPHS is not able to answer any questions regarding the
serving of alcohol on the premises. If alcohol is being served
renters must complete the necessary state paperwork
through the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

Please see the Web site for more complete information.

Photo by Nancy Pacitto

Not Yet a Member? Two Convenient Ways to Join!

1. Visit www.gphistorical.org and select the link, Join the Society, Membership.
2. You can also fill out the form below and mail it directly to the Society.

Grosse Pointe Historical Society Membership Form

(J Senior Citizen$25.00 (J Donor $125.00

(J Individual $35.00 (J Benefactor $250.00

(J Family $50.00 (J Major Benefactor $500.00

3 Friend 875.00 O Lifetime (may be paid over

three-year period)  $1,000.00

Name
Corporation
Address
City State Zip
Phone: E-mail

Today’s Date

Enclosed is my check in the amount of 8

__ MC __VISA Acct No. Exp Date Signature Amount

I am interested in Planned Giving information

Please make your check payable to the Grosse Pointe Historical Society and send it to:
Grosse Pointe Historical Society, 381 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236. Thank you for your support!



Upcoming Events

Call (313) 884-7010 for further information
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Provencal-Weir House

Sunday, December 9
12 noon-4:00 p.m.
For tickets call,
Lisa Baird at (313) 300-7908
(See story on pg. 2)
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Dr. Frank Bicknell Educational Lecture
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March 19
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Grosse Pointe War Memorial
32 Lakeshore Dr., Grosse Pointe Farms
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LaBelle General Store
Grand Opening

Concert and Book Signing Part of Celebration

The community is invited to enjoy the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society’s new gift store, LaBelle General Store, as it celebrates its
grand opening on Saturday, September 22, from 1:00-4:00 p.m.
The store is located in the Provencal-Weir House, 376 Kercheval
Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms, where a general store originally operat-
ed in the 1910s.

The entire Provencal-Weir House got a makeover this summer
with new displays of clothing and artifacts to enjoy. The center-
piece is the recreation of a turn-of-the-century store with details
like an old-fashioned brass cash register and vintage clothing dis-
plays. Customers can buy period goods like jacks, needlepointe samplers, puzzles, and outdoor games like hop scotch
as well as Society items including books and video tapes.

=

“May I help you?” Nancy Pacitto as the
proprietress of the LaBelle General Store

Enjoy cider and donuts at the grand opening and meet the proprietors (re-enacted) of the original store. Local acoustic
band Rosetta Pebble will perform.

Authors of the new book Then and Now: Grosse Pointe, Suzy Berschback and Ann Marie Aliotta, will be on hand to
sign copies. Proceeds from the sale will benefit the Society.

‘4 Curator, Moorings Editor
'\ Pen Book on Grosse Pointe
History
A new book about Grosse Pointe
history is about to hit the shelves,
thanks in big part to the Grosse
Pointe Historical Society. Then
and Now: Grosse Pointe, written
| by GPHS curator Suzy
Berschback and the Moorings edi-
tor and public relations coordina-
. tor Ann Marie Aliotta, comes out
September 17. It contains 200
images of our fair community,
many of which came from the GPHS archives.

Soirée Francgaise C’est Magnifique

A beautiful evening, delicious food, and delightful
company combined to make the Soirée Francaise a
wonderful success for the Grosse Pointe Historical
Society. More than 826,000 was raised at the event,
which took place on June 15 at the lakefront home
of Mireille and Warren Wilkinson.

The funds will support the Society’s education proj-
ects including the development of a historic period
curriculum for grades 6-12 to be used with the iy
Grosse Pointe schools. Another project is expand-
ing the on-line educational materials and archives
to make the historic resources easily accessible.

Over 200 people attended the fourth annual fund
raiser held at the historic home, designed c. 1928 The book is part of Arcadia Publishing’s series on

by Robert O. Derrick. American life which compares historical images with
contemporary photographs. Then and Now: Grosse
Pointe will be available in bookstores around town, at
Jerry’s Party Store, and at the GPHS Resource Center
and Provencal-Weir House.

“Because of the tremendous generosity of our
members and friends and our gracious hosts, the
Wilkinsons, we will be able to bring our treasured
history alive for generations of schoolchildren,” said

Board President Stuart Grigg. “What a gift to the Several book signings are scheduled this fall. See the
community!” back page for more information.




Society Elects New Board Members

The following new members have joined the GPHS Board of Trustees:

Kay Agney - Kay has resided in the Grosse Pointe community since 1976 and has worked for Higbie Maxon Realtors
since 1980, a firm that she now owns. Through this career in real estate she has a great knowledge of the history of
properties in the community. She is treasurer of the GP Chamber of Commerce, serves on the development committee
for the Karmanos Institute, is a past President of the Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors and member of the Women’s
Council of Realtors.

Denis Bouchard - Denis started his business life with his own construction company rehabbing homes. During this time
he became a journeyman bricklayer, completed a BA in Psychology and an MBA. After starting with the City of Detroit
rehabbing homes he transferred to the Historical Museum as Business Activities Manager. He left the museum in 2006
and is now in retail management.

Gregory Jakub — Greg and his family are recipients of a historical marker from the Society for his restoration and
preservation of their 1911 home at 560 Cadieux. He has lived in the Grosse Pointe community since 1985 and has
worked at St. John’s Hospital since 1987 where he is in Marketing and Public and Community Relations. He is a past
board member of the Metro East Chamber of Commerce and was St. John’s representative on Mayor Archer’s strategic
community planning initiative. He has also worked with the Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce and the East Shore
Optimist Club.

Evans Scholarships

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society awarded three
high school seniors the Clayton Walker Evans
Educational Scholarship. The students are selected
each year by consulting the History Departments of
their high schools. The scholarship was founded in 1993
in memory of Evans who had been active president of
the Society for many years.

This year’s recipients are Andrew VanEgmond
from Grosse Pointe North who will attend Michigan
State University on a full scholarship, Andrew LaLonde
from University Liggett School who will attend
Washington and Lee University, and Tamara Andrade
from Grosse Pointe South who will attend the
University of Michigan.

New Grosse Pointe Historical Society Board Members
Greg Jakub (left), Kay Agney, and Denis Bouchard.

Officers Board of Trustees
Stuart W. Grigg . . ............ ... ... ... ... President Kay Agney Josephine (Jo) Malecek
Patti Schollenberger . ... ... Vice President-Administration Dennis Bouchard William Penoyar, Jr.
Herman Mozer ............. Vice President-Preservation Carolyn Candler Sara Malcomson Ralph
Denis Bouchard . ....................... ... Treasurer Elizabeth Canzano Ann Rock
Danielle DeFauw .......... ... ... .. ....... Secretary James Conway Rick Rl'lffner .
Amy DeWys-Vanllecke Mary Lighton Shafer
Valerie Dodenhoff Michael W. Skinner
Honorary Board Curator Douglas Dossin Paul J. Sloan
Chip Berschback Suzv Berschback Debbie Graffius Elizabeth (Penny) Soby
1p Bersehibac uzy berschbac Kiki Herfert Molly Valade
Pat.rlola R. Colett Administrator Gregory Jakub Khristi Zimmeth
Michael Farley Linda Johnson Maud Lyon Gail Zmyslowski
Lisa Mower Gandelot
Naney Griffin Parliamentarian
Ronald C. Lamparter Andrea Weyhing
Russell TI. Peebles the Moorings Editor The Grosse Pointe Historical Society Headquarters,
Robert J. Petz, Jr. Ann Marie Aliotta Provencal-Weir House, c¢. 1823, 376 Kercheval Ave.,
Thomas E. Singelyn, DDS . . is open the second Saturday of each month, 1:00-
Gail R. Stroh-Marentette Curator Emeritus 4:00 p.m., during special events, and by appoint-
Jean Dodenhoff ment. The Resource Center, 381 Kercheval Ave.,
is open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.-12:30
p.m. and 1:30-4:00 p.m. Phone: (313) 884-7010




GPHS to Conduct Tour of Community Churches

Architectural Legacy Celebrated

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society will celebrate the architectural legacy

in the community that spans nearly two centuries with a new program touring
three Grosse Pointe churches on October 20.

Traveling by bus, guests will visit St Paul on the Lake (left) whose story begins
in the 1820s. The carvings, windows and fagade explain the rich history of
this parish.

Next they will visit St. James Lutheran Church, which is based on a plan of an
historic Boston church and celebrates an American architectural style.

The tour’s final stop is the mid-century modern design of First English
Lutheran Church which melds glass, form and style into a uniquely
American form.

The tours will be led by local historians and church docents. The tour leaves
the Grosse Pointe Historical Society Provencal-Weir House at 9:15 a.m. (please
arrive by 9:00 a.m.) and returns at 1:30 p.m. The cost is 825 for Society mem-
bers, 830 for non-members and includes bus transportation to the churches
and lunch. For more information or to make reservations, please call 884-7010.

Restore a Piece of History

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society has begun a campaign to renovate the porch of the Provencal-Weir House.
The entire house had a significant renovation in the 1990s, but the porch still needs major work. We estimate the
cost to be about $4,800 including labor and materials (including a board tear-down session). Anyone interested in

sponsoring, contributing or working on this project should contact the GPHS at 884-7010.

eBay Auction Items to Benefit the Society

You can get it on eBay—and benefit the Grosse Pointe Historical Society.

Through an arrangement with former antiques dealer Diane Reh, a portion of the selling price of items given to the
Society from local household sales companies that are sold through her site on eBay will go directly to the GPHS.

Here’s how it works:
¢ Log on to ebay.com and sign in, then click on the site map (on the upper right). ?1

e Under the “More Ways to Find Items” category (scroll down to find this on the j
left), click on “Search for Items.”

e Under the Search column on the left, click “Items by Seller.”

e Enter decodiane as the seller’s user ID, check “Include completed listings” and click on Search. You will see a list of
the items Reh is offering, indicating those which will benefit the GPHS.

About 60 percent of the final price goes back to the GPHS and generally Reh will get a lot more for an item than in any
other sale venue.

“I just sold a book for 867 that would’ve only got about 83 at a garage sale,” she said. She also sold a collectible cookie
jar for more than $200.

Reh was contacted a few months ago by GPHS member and Rose Terrace Quester Nancy Pacitto who collected items to
sell from local household sale companies and wanted a better venue than a garage sale.

“It’s a wonderful way to make money for an organization,” Reh said.

With the money already raised on eBay, the GPHS has purchased a laptop computer to use in the Resource Center and
at the Provencal-Weir house at events and on Second Saturdays, so visitors can access the website.

Anyone with upscale items they feel would be appropriate for this on-going fundraiser to benefit the Society should
contact Reh at (586) 783-5537.
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Ms. Doris Adler

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Alandt

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Aliotta

American Association of
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Mrs. Gwen Balance

Mr. Daniel Barrett
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Mr. & Mrs. John B. Ford, 111
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Griffith
Mrs. William H. Griffith
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Mr.and Mrs. Steven T. Smith

Ms. Elizabeth Soby

Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Solak

Miss Angeline Speck
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Mrs. Gail Stroh Marentette
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Mrs. Charles C. Sullivan III
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Mr. Louis Theros
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Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thompson

Mr. & Mrs. Minert N. Thompson, Jr.
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Mrs. Richard H. Turner
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Mr. Colton P. Weatherston

Ms. Karyn Weir
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Mr. & Mrs. Fred W. Whitehouse

Ms. Bethine S. Whitney
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Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zeller
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Mr. & Mrs. Mark Zmyslowski

Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. ZurSchmiede

Grosse Pointe Park Centennial Events

Tour of Fairview

children under 17.

On Saturday, September 22, local author and historian, Nicholas
Sinacori, will guide bus tours of the former Village of Fairview, an
area which encompassed Grosse Pointe Park. Sinacori will point
out sites of auto plants, famous locations including two race cours-
es, and people and places that brought Detroit and the Grosse
Pointes to automotive prominence. Tickets are available at the
Grosse Pointe Park City Office, 85 for adults, $4 for seniors and

Centennial Cruise at the Park’s Farmers Market
Owners of pre-1975 restored classic cars are invited to display
them during this year’s final Grosse Pointe Park Farmers Market
on Saturday, September 29. You and your ride will receive a
certificate of participation, and prizes will be awarded. Space is
limited and you must be registered for a display space. Call your
car show pals and tell them about this great summer’s end event.

For information on these events, call Kiki Herfert at 313-822-
9199 or kikiherfert@gmail.com.



Grosse Pointe’s Memory Lane

Oral History Project with SOC Begins

Do you have Grosse Pointe related tales to tell? Have you lived a good portion of your life in Grosse Pointe and want to
share your story with your family and others?

The Grosse Pointe Historical Society is starting a unique project with Services for Older Citizens collecting personal
accounts about life in Grosse Pointe.

Starting September 27, on the last Thursday of each month from 1:00-3:00 p.m., Susan Hartz and Laura Larson from
the GPHS will be at SOC to conduct a 40-minute interview, made by appointment, with Grosse Pointers about their
personal history. The history will be recorded and transcribed and become part of the GPHS archive. The recorded sto-
ries can then be shared with the entire community for generations to come.

“We all have stories to tell. If we do not collect and save those memories, those stories, then one day they will disappear
forever,” said Suzy Berschback, GPHS curator. “We are delighted to be able to help preserve and share oral histories.
It’s a vital part of the mission of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society.”

The GPHS, a non-profit organization, suggests a donation of $10 to help cover costs. Volunteers are needed to conduct
and transcribe the interviews. For more information, or to make an appointment, call the GPHS at 884-7010.

What’s New on the Web

Several new features have been added to our website in recent months. Be sure to
visit and take look.

Joseph Berry Exhibit
A web exhibit featuring photos of the Berry family, “Edgemere” house and extensive
gardens, and streetcar sketches by young Joe Sherrard, Joseph Berry’s grandson.

The Village Slideshow
Vintage photos provide a glimpse of The Village shopping district through the years,
from the early 1920s to today.

Streaming Video Gallery
o “Recollections of The Past 1650-1900,” Volume 1 of our Grosse Pointe history
documentary series is now available on our website.

Storytime in October

GPHS docent Nancy Pacitto will host a special
story time for children on Sunday, October 7,
from 12 noon to 1:00 p.m. at the Provencal-Weir
House, 376 Kercheval. She will read from The
Old Mill by Margaret Wise Brown and The
Voyageur’s Paddle, a story about Jacques, a little
boy who lives in the woods of Michigan and wants
to be a voyageur. Cookies and lemonade will fol-
low the reading. The event is open to the public
free of charge. It is part of the Victory in the
Pointes celebrations. Parents are welcome.
Reservations are encouraged. Call 884-7010 or
visit our website, www.gphistorical.org.




The following three buildings were given a bronze marker by the Grosse Pointe
Historical Society at their annual meeting to designate their historical significance
to the community. The selection committee is chaired by Peggy Woodhouse.

Backman House
1894 Grocery Store and Home
194 Moross Road

This property had a very early beginning. In 1778 it was
described as “Land on the west side of Lake St. Clair, con-
taining 3 acres in front and 40 acres in depth. This was the
land that would become the estate of Magloire Morass in 1850 and later part of
the Charles G. Moran Subdivision in 1874.” In August 1892, Lot #22 was sold to
Matthys Lodewyk and a year later, after his death, the lot was purchased by
Charles L. and Kate Backman for $410.00.

In 1894 the building contained the Backman Grocery Store which sold produce
and penny candy treats. Children’s shoes were another standard item. The
Backman store delivered in those days and the horse and wagon were housed in an old barn behind the store. In front
were displays of fresh fruits and vegetables. Behind the store the living quarters had 8 bedrooms and 1 and 1/2 baths for
the Backman family. Upon Backman’s death in 1938, Lot #22 was passed on to his eldest son, Linus Backman (Uncle
Len) in 1939. He and his sister, Mrs. John Kerby, lived there with nothing to show that their home was once a popular
country store. Uncle Len continued to live at 194 Moross until his death in 1966.

Charles and Ingrid Koebel House
Eliel and Eero Saarinen, Architects, completed 1940
203 Cloverly Road, Grosse Pointe Farms

In 1937, Charles and Ingrid Koebel retained the architectural firm of
Eliel and Eero Saarinen to design and build a residence in Grosse Pointe
Farms. The project was the first commission of Eliel and Eero. In many
aspects of the design, indeed, in many respects the house mirrors the
Saarinen House at Cranbrook, Bloomfield Hills. Robert F. Swanson, who
associated with his father-in-law and brother-in-law prepared final plans
for the house in October 1939. Pipsan Saarinen Swanson was retained as
Interior Designer. Other members of the Saarinen family provided additional design elements, including custom-woven
textiles and art objects. The house features custom designed interiors, lighting, hardware, furnishings and finishes.

The Saarinen design of the house contains repeated use of circles inscribed in rectangles, and reflects the architects’
integration of interior and exterior environments, hand-made and machine-made elements, and of architecture, sculp-
ture, art, interior design and fine craftsmanship.

The two-story, five-bedroom flat roofed structure contains 5600 sq ft of living space. It is one of only two single family
homes in the US, outside of Cranbrook, that was jointly designed by Eliel and Eero Saarinen. Three of the original “sig-
nature” Saarinen gates are located on the property.

William A. McGraw House

1884 Queen Anne Cottage

Redesigned 1927 by Robert O. Derrick
71 Lake Shore Road

The pretty Queen Anne cottage designed for William A. McGraw was
located at Lake Shore Road and Lakecrest. The property embraced
about 10 acres and was known as “The Poplars” because of a row of
Lombardy Poplars, and an Osage orange hedge that defined the front of
the property. It was a ribbon farm that extended from Lake St. Clair to
Grosse Pointe Blvd. The interior of the residence was a model 